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try, Western Anstralia will before long get
out of her financial difficulties, We will, I
hope, continue to produce more and more
and be able to induce people to come here
by the very attractions which we will be
able to offer them, and will thus succeed in
building up a Sta.te secoud to nome in
Australia.

On motion by Mr. Foley debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.8 p.m.
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Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
[436]: It is not my intention to deal with
the question of finance. It is well known
that we have a deficit of Over four million
pounds. That in itself should be sufficient
to set hon. members thinking, and to force
the Government to do something in the diree-
tion of making the revenve and expenditure
come more closely into line. I was struck
by the following paragraph in His Excel-
lency’s opening speech—

In common with every other country in
the civilised world Western Australia is
faced with grave problems of reconstrue-
tion following upon the disturbances of
trade, commerce, and industry duwring the
war. My advisers, however, because of the
ability of the State to produce in abund-
ance many of the things of which the
world i3 most in need, feel that the pro-
spects are encouraging and that vigour,
enterprise, and good will amongst the peo-

ple are alone necessary to replace the ma
terial losses of war and to inaugurate :
period of expansion.

I agree that it is essential to have good wil
amongst the people,  During the last fiv
years we bave had a world war, from whic
we have been led to believe we issuned success
ful. Still, it must be realised that there i
not that measure of good will obtainin
thiroughout the country which is necessary t

‘bring about the best possible results fo

Australia. We have bad a npumber of indus
trial disputes. In that we are mot alone
Throughout the civilised world there hav
been industrial disputes of great magnitude
We in Aunstralia are rather fortunate in hav
ing had so few of these disputes. We hav
had our strikes, even here 1n Western Awu
tralia; but after all, when we take into eor
sideration the reaséns that force the worker
into revelt against the conditions under whic
they work, we see that they are mot withou
justification. Among those reasons we hav
the heavy increases in the cost of living
which are in themselves sufficient to fore
the workers to demand, rot only more mong]
but improved conditions. If the Government
of Australia are prepared to allow prices t
continue increasing, and thereby reducin
the standard of living, it follows that th
workers, in defence of the standard they ha
attained in 1914, must’ fight for the retex
tion of that earlier achievement. We hav
cur Arbitration Courts, but T think suffieien
has been said during the last few months t
show that, after all, those courts have nc
proved the sucecess which, a few years age
many of us hoped they would. Personall
I believe in the prineiple of arbitration fo
the settlement of industrial disputes;  Dbut

am faced with the fact that the effortz o
the workers to get to the court have bee
combatted so forcibly by the employers tha
it has taken months, sometimes even yeat:
for the workers to reach the court. Th
worker is out to retain the standard of lis
ing which he had attained in 1914, TIf h
were not prepared to fight for that standar
he would not he worthy of the name of ma
‘Workers to-day realise that it is necessar
that they should combine in an endeavour t
bring about such a state of affairs as wi
enable ~the bread-winner and his wife an
children to live in a reasonable standard o
comfort, He must have food and clothin
and housing, and sufficient to enable him t
educate his children. That is what the worl
ers are desirons of obtaining to-day. The
also realises that they are hard put to if t
combat the actions of the profiteer in for(
ing up the cost of living. That is one of th
causes of industrial unrest, namely, the ir
creased price of necessary commodltles, whie
has reduced the purchasing power of mone;
and consequently the standard of living whie
the worker has enjoyed in the past. As

result the worker is forced to take whateve
action he deems necessary to establish hi
claims, If it is desired to bring about

better state of affairs the employers must d
something in the direction of meeting th
wighes of the workers. It is much to be r¢
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greited that in the past the employers have
placed so many obstacles in the way of the
workers getting their cases before the Arbi-
tration Court. Every facility should be
given for the bringing of a ease before the
court. Then, when the ease has been heard
and the award delivered, if the workers are
still dissatified, a better feeling can easily be

brought about by negotiations between both

parties; but g0 long as the employers are
prepared to fight the workers every inch of
the way, we shall have a great deal of in-
dustrial unrest.

Hon. J. Duffell: Do you not think that
beiter results eould be atfained if we had
wages boards instead of Arbitration Courts?

Hon, J. CONNINGHAM: No, but I think
the Arbitration Act could be amended to
meet the wishes of the workers and render
i§ easier for them to seeure awards more
promptly, That is onme of the great griev-
‘ances against the Arbitration Act. I am
not prepared to say fthat we ean abolish
. indugstrial unrest altogether, or reduce it to
any extent. After all, the worker, on the
one kand, is out to get as much as pos-
sible for his labour. On the other hand, we
know from experience that the employer is
out to secure his labour at the cheapest pos-
gible rate. Those are the two interests that
are ¢operating. The workers desire to get
more money and better conditions of em-
ployment, and the employer is after in-
creaged profits and cheaper labour, No
doubt that iz quite a legitimate aspiration so
far as the employer is concerned. We can-
not do away with industrial unrest, but we
can simplify the eettlement of disputes by
an amendment of our Arbitration Aets, both
State and Federal. If the opponents of the
Labour movement and of the unions in this
State will only give the matter due consider-
ation, T feel confident a better feeling will
result and no doubt a greater measure of
prosperity be brought to Western Australia,

Hon. J. Duffell: Would you make the
awards final and binding: for all parties?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I am coming
to that. 1 have been comsidering the ques-
tion of arbitration for some considerable
time; and have come to the conclusion that it
would be beneficial both to the employer and
employee if we struck out the penal clauses
in connection with our Arbitration Court. If
we had a system of arbitration that would
enable both sides to go to the court, set
forth their case and get an award, and then
place the faets before the country, that
wonld be sufficient to bring about enforce-
ment of the award, the general public hav-
ing & strong influence upon the settlement of
industrial disputes. Once the facts were
made known, and the evidence placed before
the public, and the public became posessed
of it, in the event of a dispute, the public
could then see’ which side was, in its
opinion, doing the right- thing when an
agreement was repudiated. The penal elauses
of the Arbitration Aet in the past have been
most irritating to industrial unionism in Aus-
tralia. 1 have come fo the.conelusion that
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for the purpose of bringing about a greater
meagure of industrial peace, it would be as
well to wipe out the penal clauses alogether.
Both the employer and employee would then
know that the award would have to be en-
torced by the opinion of the public, in ae-
cordance with the evidence submitted on
which'an award had been based. I desire to
refer to a paragraph in the Speech dealing
with the mining industry. This says—

The position. of the mining industry
which has played, and is playing, so big a
part in the affairs of the State—is oe-
casioning my Advisers serious considera-
tion. Difficulties have arisen amongst the
mines chiefly responsible for the State’s
large gold production. The exploitation of
the lower levels of these mines has been

" attended by increased costs and lower
values, whilst the scarcity of labour and
the shortage of -and high price of fuel are
causing anXiety. .

On the question of the scarcity of labour, it
is perhaps well known in Western Australia
that men engaged in the mining industry for
a number of years past are doing their best
to get out of the industry. The conditions
under which they labour are such that men
find after a few years, that their health is so
impaired that, in their own interests and those
of their families, they deem it necessary to
get out of the industry as early as possible.
That is one of the factors responsible for the
scarcity of workers in the industry. I have
previously pointed out that it is only neces-
sery to go to the Wooroloo Sanatorium and .
have a chat with the miners there to realise
to the full the dangers they have been auh.
Jented to, acd the awful position of men who
have followed mining as an oceupation for
oy a few years. 1 notice that the DMine
Workers’ ‘Relief Fund have recently got into
touch with Dr. Haldane with a view to find-
ing out of it is possible to extract dust from
the lungs, after it has got thera. I am not-
so concerned about getting the dust out of
the men’s lungs as I am of opinion that
once the dust has penetrated the lungs of a
miner, it is impossible to get it out. A few
years ago I read a report of Dr. Summers in
reference to an investigation made into con-
ditions appertaining at Bendigo. He pointed
out that the only known process of getting
dust out of the lungs of a man was, after
death, to cremate the Tungs and wash the
ash off into a dish, when small particles of
quartz would remain in the dish whilst the
burnt fibres of the lung would be washad
away. I am, however, concerned about the
lack of attention on the part of the Govern-
ment, and the fact that they do not do some-
thing in the direction of preventing the in-
halation of dust, as I believe ean be done.
During the war, when the enemy started
using poison gas, every science was brought
to bear upon this, with the result that gas
masks were brought into use by the war
authoritjes of Great Britain, In Western
Augstralia for years past our miners have
had to rely upon the old respirator. Most
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hon. members know what that is. It is a
contrivance commonly used in mines and in
quarries, or wherever dust 1§ created. The
miners ‘'are not satisfied with this and do not
seem to like using it. It is not suitable, and
iz very mncomfortable to wear. I am of
opinion that something could be done by the
Government in bringing into use an im-
proved respirator in our mines. A respirator
is an apparatus to prevent the inhalation of
‘dust. Nothing has been doune, however, al-
though the matter has been brought up on
several occasions. Tt was brought before a
mining conference in Kalgoorlie three years
ago, but up to date nothing has.been done
to offer any reward for designing and in-
venfing an improved respirator. If we can
only briflg about some preventive 'measures
that will eliminate the inhaliation of dust,
we shall be doing something that will be in
the interests of the men who are working in
our mining industry., It should not be sur-
prising to hon. members and those conneected

with the. industry to find a secarcity
of labour. Men have awakened to the
faect that mining is a dangerous
occupation. Apart from the dangers of

inhaling dust, there is also the big
probability of inhaling tubercular germs.
Under our present system we allow a
healthy miner and a consumptive miner to
work in a confined space underground, in
crosscuts and drives and im stoping and
many other direetions in whieh the men are
employed. There is no medical test. Men
who have been working in an industry for
years, and have contracted consumption, are
allowed to work underground with healthy
men. The result is that sooner or later the
healthy man must necessarily econtract
tnberculosis. It is hard to say how this
can be avoided when we allow such a state
of affairs to exist. SBome fwo or three years
ago a request was sent to the then Minister
for Mines that something should be done
- with & view to having tubercular medical

examinations, for the purpose of taking.

from underground work altogether men
suffering from tuberculosis, That was only
fhe right thing to do. TIn commection with
the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund, in the
event of an applicant being found to- be
suffering from tuberculosis, the officiala of
the fund get into touch with the health
authorities. On the train whieh brings the
applicant down to the Wooroloo Sanatorinm
a compartment is set aside for him, and the
individual is kept entirely apart from the
travelling publie. The health authorities
realise that it is a case dangerous to the
pubii¢c helath, and the public are safe-
guarded by the man being placed in a
separate compartment. 'Whilst all these
precautions are taken in these cases, men
are continually going down in our mines to
mix and work with healthy miners, althongh
they themselves are suffering from con-
sumption. These are some of the® things
which are forcing men out of the mining
industry. They are not prepared to con-
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tinue fo work in an industry which will
jeopardise their health in this way. This
is a matter which the Government should
inquire into. It i3 no good hlaming past
Governments for not having dealt with the
question. Years ago we did not know so
much about consumption and the causes of
fibrosis, silicosis or pneumonicosis, It is
only . during recent years that the matter
has DLeen brought home to us, To-day we
know the dangers connected with under-
ground work on mines. Without trying to
blame anyone in the past, if there is any *
blame attachable, or throwing the blame
upon any past FPremier or Minister for
Mines or mines representative, we should
drop this altogether, and ask the -present
Government and the present Minister for
Mines to take such aetion as will prevent
such a gtate of affairs existing any Ionger.
If we want extra labour for our mining
industry we must do something to improve
the conditions under which the men work.
I remember that only three or four, years
ago there was a campaign on the goldfields
for the purpose of combating the dust
vuisance. It was pointed out then that by
the application of water through a water
jet or spray the dust nuisance could be
minimised. 8o far as dry boring is con-
cerned, dust could also be minimised by the
use of the spray, and killed at the seat of
origin by that means. That agitation has
been kept going, but T think very Little has
been done and the system is not yet perfeet.
There is great room for improvement in the
direction of killing the dust in our mines,
And safeguarding the health of the miners.
I was disappeinted with the list of Bills
outlined in the Speech., Knowing that for
the last five years Parliament has done
nothing to a2mend our industrial legislation,
I thonght that on this oceasion the Govern-
ment wonld bring forward proposals with
this object in view. Take the Workers’
Compensation Aet., Mr. Dodd made refer-
ence to the amount payable weekly under
that statute. The amount is £2 per week in
the event of an aceident., That sum was
fixed when living was 40 per cent. cheaper
than it is to-day. Only recently a case came
under my notice where a man lost the sight
of both eyes as the result of a mining acci-
dent. Of course he was entitled to the
maximum of £400, That is, he was prepared
to go on drawing £2 per week until the
£400 was exhausted. He had a wife and
three children and £2 was not of much use
to him. The result was that he had to make
overtures to the insurance company with a
view of getting a lump suom, That was
effected but only after the insurance com-
pany had prevailed upon the worker
to such an extent that he was prepared to
forego ‘€25 of the maximum amount. The
unfortunate man would have been prepared
to accept the whole amount in weekly pay-
ments if those weekly instalments had been
snficient to enable him to live on them.
But he had to consider his wife and family.
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The amount not being enough he was
obliged to accept the maximum less £25
which was deducted by the insurance com-
Pany. The same thing applies in ¢Bnneection
with other accidents. enumerated in the
second schedule of the Act, I know also
of a case where a man lost the sight of his
only eye, and also received bedily injury.
Eleven years ago, as the result of an acci-
dent, he was unfortunate enough to lose the
sight of one eye and the more recent acei-
dent resulted in the loss of the sight of the
second eye. This man is receiving £2 per
week and he has a wife and a house full
of children. That sum of money is
nothing like sufficient to enable all those
pecple to live, and they are bhaving
a bad time. The insurance companies
have been approached, but they are not
satisfied as to whether they should pay
for the less of the sight of one or of both
eyes, and for the bodily injuries as well
The outcome of this will be that this man
will have to receive help under the Com-
monwealth Pensions Act. I would also  like
to mention the case of a man who met with
an gecident in 1914, He had his shoulder
broken, his right hand broken, and the
fingers of his-left band blown off. That man
was paid £2 per week until the maximum
amount of £400 was exhausted, He went to
the Edinburgh infirmary and what litile
money he had soon disappeared in medical
payments. He returned to Western Australia
where he met with the injury, and up to the
present time has been seeking employment
without success. That man to-day is striv-
ing to work his passage hack to Scotland on
a steamer. I am just quoting these cases to
show how those workers in the great gold
© mining industry who are unfortunate enough
to meet with accidents are treated by the
commnunity. This kind of thing is going on
day aftor day and, as Mr. Dodd has pointed
out, the sum of £2 is totally inadequate when
we remember that the cost of living is 40 per
cent. dearer to-day than it was when the Act
wag passed. We have done mothing whatever
in the direction of amending the Workers
Compensation Act. Then there is the ques-
tion of the definition of ‘‘worker.’’ Men
who are working on comtract on the gold-
fields and who earn anything over £300 are
not ‘‘workers '’ within the meaning of the Act,
The empioyers naturally are desirous of coun-
tinuing the contract system, and the men
who accept that eclass of work are con-
tracting themselves out of the provisions of
the Workers Compensation Act, There is no
effort at all being made te bring those men
within the meaning of the Aet. A man whe
is earning anything under £300 is & ** worker *’
within the meaning of the Aet, but let him
earn anything over that amount and he"is
out .of it altogether. The leader of the
House should realise that it is essential that
the Aet should be amended, and I am rather
gurprised, knowing as, I do the active in-
terest taken in mining matters by the Minis-
ter for Mines, that there should be no refer-

841

ence whatever in the Governor’s Speech to
any proposal t6 amend the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act. Neither is it intended appar-

"ently to do anything in the direction of

amending the Mines Regulation Avt. A few
years ago an honest effort was made to
amend that statute in the interests of the
health of the miners engaged iz the industry,
but nothing is now proposed, at any rate this
does not appear in the programme of the
Government. There is in the Governor’s
Speech a reference to a proposed amendmentg
to the Mining Aet, but no mention whatever
is made about the Mines Regulation Act.

The Minister for Education: I think it is
mentioned.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: No. It is a
matter that should be dealt with as early
ag possible. Nothing c¢an be dore in the
direction of improving the health of the
miners until an amendment of the Mines
Regnlation Act is brought into force. Any
amendment which will have the effect of im-
proving the conditions under which the miners
are working will tend to greater efficiency.

I am pleased that it is proposed to introduce

an amendment to the Factories Act this
sesgion, I desire to endorse the remarks
made by Mr. Stewart when he dealt with
the flotation of mining properties. Tt seems
to me that Parliament should do something to
safeguard mining interests in this State. We
Enow what has taken place during the last
six months on the goldfields, and ¥ am pre-
pared to say that after the boom fizzles out,
it will take some years for Western Australia
to retrieve her position. Company promoters
were allowed to come along and take up salt
bush or mulga flats without the semblance
of a lode or reef on them and foist them om
to an unguspeeting publie. How is that
going to do the mining industry any good?
As a matter ‘'of faet it will do the mining
industry in Western Australia a considerable
amount of harm, and it will take the Siate
years to live down what has taken place
during the past five or six months, so far
as the Eaatern goldfields are concerned. I
endorse the remarks made by Mr. Stewart.
T certainly think the wild cat flotations should
be dealt with by the Government and mining
given a fair trial. T know !t is a hard matter
to control beeause nothing whatever should
be done to retard the development of mining
leases. I think, however, an effort should be
made to safeguard the interests of the pecple
who are prepared to put their money into
mining investments in the State.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [5.10]: I
desire to extend to those mew members who
have been elected to this House a cordial
welcome, and at the same time to express
regret at the Joss of old friends who have
been defeated by those members. The de-
feated gentlemen were very useful members
in this House and we all regret that they
are not here now, much as we appreciate the
advent of their suecessors. I am pleased,
however, that three old members have been
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réturned, Mr, Duffell, Mr, Kirwan, ard Mr,
Clarke.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
Where do I come in%

Hon. J. EWING: I beg the hon. mem-
ber’s pardon for excluding him. I am de-
lighted that my o0ld friend and colleague Mr.
Clarke succeeded in weathering the storm,
It is gratifying indeed to think that after
1B years of faithful angd efficient service the
people of the South-West showed their ap.
preciation by re-electing him. I am glad to
know he has the confidence and the affeetion
of the people of the South-West. It has been
said at various times that the debate on the
Address-in-reply is so much waste time and
that we should sbandon it and go straight
to business. I do not hold that opinion. 1
feel that we would be the poorer if we had
not heard the views of Mr. Dodd, for in-
stance, on social questions, Sir Edward Wit-
tenocom on education, and the views of other
hon. members. The Minister for Edueation,
I am sure, will be pleased indeed to answer
the eriticism of the hom, members who have
contributed so much to the debate. With
reference to the Governor’s Speech, Mr.
Cunningham has drawn attention to what
appears to me also to be a most important
paragrapk in that Speech, thie paragraph
which appeals to the people to assist by their
vigour, enterprise and goodwill to imaugu-
rate a period of expansion. All would be
well in Western Australin, and in faet
throughout the world, if we had vigour, en-
terprise and goodwill So far as Western
Australia iz concerned let us look at our
mining, our pastoral, our agrienltural, our
timber and other industries, and ask whether
or -not vigonr and enterprise are being shown
in their development. I should say yes, and
I think also thal commercial men in West-
ern Anstralia were never more Keen than
they are at the present time.  Only one
thing, however, is lacking—goodwill.  We
all remember the memorable oceasion when
the Armistice was declared and when rejoie-
ing was taking place thronghout the length
and breadth of the world at the war having
ecme to an end. There was goodwill ap-
parent everywhere, a goodwill which was the
outcome of the termination of the war, a
terrible struggle which bad been going on
for some years. Everything then augured
well for the future. We were all rejoicing
becanse we were satisfied that peace and
goodwill would exist amongst the peovle.
That goodwill existed at that time. Why
should it not exist now when we need it to
overcome the difficulties which are facing us
as the result of the war. We need poodwill
to rehabilitate this great country of ours.
Unfortunately, however, it does not exist.

Hon, J. W. Hickey: What is the reason?

Hon. J. EWING: I might quote ‘‘Peace
hath her viclories no less renowned than
war.?! The victories of the war were mosg
apparent, but the vietories of peace appear
to me to he somewhat nebulous at the pre-
sent time. We hope, however, that the clouds

What about me?
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will pass by and that goodwill will exist
amongst the people.

Hon. P W. Hickey:
exist$ s

Hon, J. EWING: The period of re-con-
struction is almost as difficult as the period
of war. During the war production was
hampered and induostries were brought to a
standstill, and the whole of the ingenuity
and energy of mankind was directed to-
wards destruction. At the present .time we
have to re-construct our many industries, and
plagce our people in the positions they oceu-
pied prier to the war. The process of re-
ecnstruction has brought about two evil ele-
ments—the profitecer and the extremist., The
profiteer is a man who takes advantage of
the position created by the war by selling
to the people manufactured goods at prices
whiech are abnermal. These goods, before
reaching the hands of the people, pass
through the intermediate man who must have
his profit before the goods finally go to the
worker, and it is almost impossible for the
worker to live. We all realise that this is
the outcome of the actions of those who have
industries in the old ecountry within their
grasp. I do mot think this applies so much
to the retailer or to the small ‘merchants in
‘Waestern Australia, or, for that matter, in
any other part of Australia. Now what have
we done to meet the position? Legislation
has been passed., Tn this House last session
we passed a Prices Regulation Bill, but that
has not overcome the difficulty and, in other
parts of the Commonwealth and indeed
throughout the world, the difficulty has not
heen overcome., It seems impossible by legis-
lation to reduce the cost of living. TLegisla-
tion may help in that direction, but it will
not carry us to the stage where the poorer
classes of the people will be able to procure
the necessaries of life which ounght to be
within their means. We therefore must look
to other metheds to overcome this diffieulty.
The high cost of living leads to inereased
wages being demanded and paid; industries
become more difficult to control and carry
on, and we cannot produce commodities at a
price which will enable us to compete in the
markets of the world. The only way to meet .
the position is to encourage all those people
who have capital to expend te come to this
Etate and invest it in our primary and sec-
ondary industries, and thereby produce suffi-
cient of these necessary commodities to intro-
duce the element of competition and thus
lcad to a reduction in prices.

Hon. J. Duffell: Greater confidence must
exist than actually does exist to-day.

Hon. J. EWING: The old law of supply
and demand will he the greatest factor in
reducing the cost of living, just as it has
been the greatest factor in years gone by.
Unless we have production going on, and
people cowmpeting one against another “and
thus reduecing the prices of commodities, we
can hope for no success,” We must encourage
people with money to tome to Western Aus-
tralia and invest it, giving them absolute
security for their investments, and ensuring

Why does it not
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that such c¢onditions obtain industrially as
will enable them to invest their money and
get a fair reward for it. If we do.this we
shall soon have extra production, which in
time will lead to a reduction in the cost of
living, and will place the workers and the
other people of this State in a relatively
better position than they are in to-day. The
extremist element is one that all people
dread to see in existence. I think Russia is
the great exemplification of the extremist
¢lement., After the Russian people had over-
come what they considlered to be an aunto-
cratic government, and when the Czar was
dethroned and finally killed, a group of men,
men who were working not in the interests
of the world or in the interests of peace or
on constitational lines, took the government
of the country into their own hands, and what
did they do? They preached lawilessness and
cemmitted murders and atrocities, and over-
awed the people, and that is the "position
which has obtained in Russia ever since Czar-
dom was overthrown,

Hon, F. A. Baglin:
sia approved of that.

Hen, J. EWING. To my mind that is the
position in Russia to-day. Those people have
set an evil example to the world, and it will
take years and years to overcome the diffi-
culties and the troubles they have created.
In Russia things are now changing some-
what., There is not so much confidence in
those who have preached the gospel of dis-
content and the gospel of destruction, and
the gospel of overawing the workers, and who

The people of Rus-

have become the greatest autocratic power -

the world has ever known. There is more
misery in REnssia amongst those unfortunate
people to-day than ever in the history of that
great country. |

Hon. F. A, Baglin: What is your au-
thority for that statement?

Hon. J. EWING: We read mueh of the
preaching of this extremist doctrine in Eng-
land, in America, and in Australia, but T say
thank God the Australian Labour party, of
whom I have: always thought very highly,

are not associated with those extremists. I °

wish to read to the House the report of
a speech made by the Labour Premier of
New Sonth Wales. It is a splendid thing to
find in Awustralia a man who is willing and
anxious to nphold constitutional government
in the way Mr. Storey, by his utierances,
agsures us he intends to do.

Hon. E. H. Harris: He ought to be ahout
dee for expulsion by this time.

Hon, J. EWING: I am sure that this re-
port will be highly edifying to members, be-
ecausge it shows what a splendid party the
Australian Labour party is, provided it is
guided by men of the calibre of the present
Labour Premier of New South Wales, The
report appeared in the ‘‘West Australian’’
of the 24th August, and reads—

In the course of a considered statement
made to-might the Premier (Mr. Storey)
emphatically rebuked the extremists of
both the Trades and Labour Council and
the L.W.W. section of Labour supporters
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in this State. He said: ‘‘I have been re-

viewing various sensational reports relat-

ing to the go-slow policy outlined by Mr,

Garden, the utteranees of one Donald

Grant in the Domain, and the endorsement

by the AL.P., of the Brjtish Labour

Party’s attitude respeeting the war be-

tween Russia and Poland. Regarding the

go-slow episode directed agaimst deporta-
tiotis by the Commonwealth Government,
these bear the impress of Mr. Garden, and
they are the impress of foolishness, the
mere braying of an ass, Mr, Garden knows
quite well that the deportations right or
wrong, are at an end, and that like Don
Quizote, he is tilting at windmills. Shadow
sparring is mot in it with this valiant string
of threats against something that dees not
exigt, As to go slow decisions they are
equally to be disregarded. Does Mr. Gar-
den think for a moment that industrial
mer on piece-work, such as shearers,
boilermakers, miners, and others, are going
to reduce their ineomes, just to acecommo-

date the fancies of his disordered brain? I

have great faith in the working man .of

Australia, and I don’t think he will allow

himgelf to be led astray by wilful and law-

less gschemes which, if earried to their log-
ical  conclusion, wowld bring the State
dowm in ruin, with himself buried under-
neath. As. to the wild and fantastic
vapoyrings of Donald Grant, I repudiate
them utterly, and I think it can be safely
said also that they are the negation of the
feeling of the Australian Labour party.
Grant must have found prison & very snug
and habitable place and it is quite evi-
dent that he wants to get back, and that
in order to make guite sure that his
friends shall not have the shadow of an
excuse for getting him it a second time,
he wants to qualify for permanent resi-
dence. I shall not put any difficolties in

Mr. Grant’s way if he desires to return. I

have said again and again that I am an

uncompromising constitutionalist. I he-
lieve in upholding constitutional govern-
ment and I am convineced that in any

British  self-governing community the

majority of the people can get all the re-

forms they want in a perfectly ordered
way.’*

Hon. A. H. Panton: T suppose you are
aware that Garden is an ex-parsom,

Hon. J. EWING. I do not know what he
is.
Hon. A. H. Pantoni: That accovnts for it.
Hon. J. EWING: I am sure the leader of
the House, the people of Australia, dnd I
might add, the people of the world, will find
these worde most encouraging. If the Aus-
tralian Labour party are going to follow
those lines, I say long may they live. Op-
posed though I am to the Labour party in
politics, I-am not opposed to the Labour
Premier’s utterances which I have just read
to the House. Those utterances are really
fine, and bring nearer to realisation that
goodwill which we are so often told is es-
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sential for the establishment of the happi-
ness and prosperity of our people. Touching
the question-of finance, it must be recognised
that in the United Kingdom, notwithstand-
ing the huge war expenditure incurred, a
most wunderf,]]:jl recovery ia being made. There
ia no doubt about the pesition so far as the
British Government are coneerned. They are
making people pay from the profits made
out of the war,” and it is a fine thing that
they are able to get -at those profits. The
result will be that the United Kingdom will
soon be in the best position financially of
any .of the  mnations of the world.
England has always been the hub of
the universe, it has always been .the country
in which money was available to establish
industries, not only in States like this but
throughout the world. And to-day we. see her
making a marvellously rapid recovery, and
members must know that when England is
well, all is well with Western Australia, 1f
we look to the Commonwealth of Anustralia,
we find that the Tederal Government, too,
have been put to very considerable expendi-
ture a8 an outcome of the war. Again and
again I have stated on the public platform
and I repeat it here, that it matters not what
the cost of the war was, the people of Aus-
tralia. cheerfully found all the money  neees-
sary. And they wounld do so again should
such another contingency arise. They are
also quite willing to find all the money_ neces-
sary for the repatriation and settlement of
our soldiers on the land or in their ordinary
avocations of life. * It matters not whether
20 millions, 30 millions, 50 millions, or 100
millions of money is necessary, the people of
Australia will make sacrifices to raige this
money so that the soldiers who fought for us
shall receive the best consideration and the
best help we can“give them. But while the
people. of Australia are willing to find all
this money for these landable purposes, they
are not se willing to find money to meet the
exiravagances of the Commohwealth Govern-
ment. The leader of the House knows well
that the Commonwealth have established in -
the various States departments that are qunite
unnecessary, I1f the leader of the House
wttered what is in his mind, he would tell us
that the State eould well carry out many of
the activities which are now being undertaken
by the Federal Government., There is no
necessity whatever for all the duplieation
which has been introduced in regard to the
Savings Bank, the sub-Treasury, and other
things of that kind. Most of this expenditure
could have been avoided and should have
been avoided, and, if it had been avoided,
‘Western Australia would have been in a far
better position to-day. Positions that are
quite unnecessary are being created by the
Commonwealth -and, zo far as I can judge,
the Federal Government are working as hard
a9 they possibly can te usurp the functions of
the State and do us injury. Not only is
money being expended in this way and abso-
lutely wasted, money which might be nse-
fully employed by the Commonwealth or the
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States, but the Federal Government are
usurping our powers of taxation. The Trea-
surer knows that he has few avennes of taxa-
tion, and that everything the Federal Gov-
ernment ean grasp, right down to the last
pound and shilling, is being taken by them in
order to find the necessary funds to carry on
in the very extravagant manner to which I
have referred. It seems to me that the
Federal Government have made wup their
minds to foree unification upon the people of
Australia, I am totally opposed to unifica-
tion, I wish to see State rights maintained.
We want to govern ourselves as we are
governing ourselves at present. In my
opinion the Federal Government are putting
all these difficulties in the way and taking
from us all the money they can and usurp-
ing all onr positions so that the States will,
in a few years, become mendicant and will
have to go cap in hand to the Federal Gov-
ernment and say, ‘¢ Take us over.”’ Thus by ap-
plying to the several States the methods they
are adopting at the present time, they will
compel the recognition of unification and may
even bring it into operation quicker than we
gngpeet. We should be alive to the situation,
Net very long ago, the leader of this House
made a very ecloquent speech im which he
pointed out the iniquities which Western Aus-
tralia was suffering as a result of Federation.
T thought the Minister would have proved one
of our strong men in getting these wrongs
righted, but he appears to have thought bet-
ter of the matter, no" doubt believing that

-compromise was the better part to play.

But we look to men like him and to our
Premier and to other leaders of publie

.opinion here to see that our State rights are

maintained and that it is made possible for
Western Anstralia to develop her wonder-
ful resources. If we are poing to have
uaifieation, that means centralisation—and
we know what centralisation means—and
the development of this State will be very
much slower than if we had the manage-
ment of our own affairs, With regard to
the public debt and the financial position
of Western Australia, the figures are not
very encouraging. At any rate, it is well
that we should analyse them and that those
who are conversant with finance—I do not
pretend to be myself—should express their
views when time and opportunity serve, so
that we may see whether there iz a selution
of the difficulty. We hold varying opinions
with regard to the development of the
State, the means by which that should be
dome, the question of retrenchment, the
question of borrowing; and it is well that
hon. members should express their views in
order that from the multitude of counsellors
we may extract wisdom. The public debt
ig 1919 was 44 millions and there was a
sinking fund of six millions, leaving a net
debt of 37 millions, That represents an
indebtedness per head of the population of
Western Aupstralia of £116. FEvery man,
woman and child in Western Australia on
the 30th June, 1919, owed £116. Comparing
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that figure with the corresponding figures in
other States, we find a great difference;
and we wonder how that difference has
occurred. The reply no doubt is quiie
Apparent—want of population, -If a State
has a large population the debt per head
will be less., But there is this point, that in
other States lean moneys muat have been
spent in a much better way than here be-
cause that expenditure has attracted popu-
lation to those States and has opened up
industries and stimulated production.

Hon. J. Duffell: Immigration usually fol-
lows the money.

Hon. J EWING: Qulte 0.

New South Wales for instance,

Let us take
That State

hag borrowed enormously, and in the dpinion -

of many people has not.always expended the
borrowed money judicionsly, Far from it,
I remember certain periods in the history
of New Bouth Wales—of which State I am
a native—when the position was almost dis-
astrous and when loan moneys were being
thrown about in a most reckless manner.
Yet the expenditure there must have heen
better than it has been here, because the
debt per head shows that New South Wales
is in an infinitely better position than West-
ern Australia,

Hon. A. H. Panton: But New South Wales
has ne¢ sinking fund.

Hon, J. EWING: I ¢hink New South
‘Wales has a sinking fund of 34 per cent.
At any rate, there is a sinking fund in
Queensland. In any case, however, the ex-
istence of a sinking fund does not account
for the difference. The figures of debt per
head of population are as follows: Western
Australia £116, Commonwealth *£75, New
South Wales £74, Vietoria £54, South Aus-
tralia £90, Queensland £91, Tasmania £69.
© Hom. A. H. Panton: Would noet increase
of population bring our figure down?

Hon, J. EWING: Certainly; and that is
the point on whiceh I base my argument. If
our loan moneys had heen properly ex-
pended we would have had the population
and the production necessary to reduce the
debt per head. I am now geing to refer to
something whieh, will be very interesting
to the hon. member, and I am very glad
that he is here to listen te it, because my
viewa are totally opposed to ]ns and T may
be able to persuade him to change his
opinions.

Hon. A, H Panten:
luck.

Hon. J.. EWING: It will be wondered
why with the buoyant rivenue of this State,
and with the prosperity of this State, whieh
ig apparent to everybody, the Government
could not make both ends meet. I am not
eritical at all, and I think that before I
have finished hon, members will say that I
am stating tbe position with absolute fair-
ness, We hope that the time will come
when the revenue and expenditure will
balance, or when there will even be an
amount of revenue left over to reduce the
deficit. Until that time comes, it will not

You never know your

- past.
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be well for Western Australia, Notwith-
standing the buoyant revenue, the Govern-
ment laboured under great difficulties last
year, They lost £400,000 on 'the railways,
and they had the influenza epidemic and
also the disastrous shipping strike to con-
tend against. In analysing the position, it
should be said in fairness to the Govern-
metit that their situation has been a very
difficult one, and that after all there was
not much posmblhty of improvement. While
offering suggestions to the Administration,
and expressing the desite that the future
will be better fhan the past and that the
Treasurer will be able to make revenue and
expenditure balance, we must absolutely
give Minigters credit for any diffculties
that they were up against, The deficit is
four millions, and something must be done
to overcome it. Of course, we want economy.
Everybody talks about economy, But
if there is ome thing that is wanted now,
it i3 a counsiderable reduction in the number
of public servants in this State. I
am not going to touch upon the public ser-
vice strike at all, beeanse that is over and
But I have said for many years that
the public service is over-manned, and that
with proper concentration we shall be able
to do the work with one-third fewer men and
be able to pay the remainder mueh better
salaries. I know that some in the public
service are of that opinion, and consider
that positions are being created to bring
people into the service—practically, it
seems, to get rid of them, Omne finds men in
the offices over-stepping ome another and
not doing efficient work, Taxafion algo will
be necessary, We cannot do without further
taxation. What that taxation is to be is for
the Government to decide; no member of
this House can bring forward a policy of
taxation, At the same time, everyone must
realise that in the poaition of this State
additional taxation is necessary. The best
form of taxation to my mind is income tax
and I think-that if the Government doubled
the inecome tax to-day, it would not be a
bad thing. We have to meet the situation,
There is alse a land tax, which the leader
of the Opposition in another place says is
the only way in which to raise revenue; but
we must consider the farming community
and the people who are developing our out-
lying lands. . .

Hen, T, Moore: What about these whe
hold land and are not developing it?

Hon. .JJ. EWING: The fact is that we have
to face taxation,“dnd T hope the Government
will be firm in this matter and follow the
example of the old country. In the old coun-
try they know that they are in diffienlties,
snd they recognise that the greatest good
they can do thé people is to get out of those
difficulties as fast as possible; and that is
the course that is being adopted’ at home.
Tet us do something in that direction, some-
thing to reduce the deficit which is growing
yearly, One way of doing it, and T sappose
it is really the only way, is to open up our
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lands and to bring the best people we ean
get from the old country. Let them be
brooght here for nothing, if necessary, I
wonld not charge them a penny. Let us
repurchase estates for them, or let us elear
land for them, and let us have secondary in-
dustries for them. The other evening Mr.
Moore spoke at considerable length regard-
ing secondary industries, and there was a
gieat deal of truth in what he said. I hope
the Government will. act in the direction of
establishing secondary industries, 50 that when
we do hring people from the old country
they can either be settled comfortably and
well on the land or else find work in the
gsecondary industries. Some say that we
shonld have drastic retrenchment and drastic
taxation and no borrowing. That is clearly
the policy of some of the leading people of
this State, of people who are looked up to by
the community as men of high education and
men who should know what is best in the
interests of the country. For my part, I
do not want any mark time policy in Western
Avustralin. Unless the Government are able
tn borrow more money—and I believe they
will Tealise that this is the' right course to
pursue—and to expend that money judicionsty
and well, there 18 not going to be any chance
of progress for Western Australia. Some
pecple say, ‘“We cannot borrow more} it
would be madness fo borrow more; a bor-
rowing policy would lead us headlong to
bankruptey.’’ But I have known many ocea-
sions when a man was right up against -it
in some big manufacturing business or a
pastoral proposition, and when, thanks to his
being able to borrow money though practie-
ally at the time bankrupt, his opportunity
came along and he was able to save the situ-
ation. That is why I am against a mark time

policy, or a policy of drastic taxation, drastic:

retrenchment. and no borrowing. True, there
iz some justification for those who urge such
a policy, when the position is analysed. The
reckless and wasteful expenditure of loan
money during the last 10 years in Western
Australia has brought us pretty well o the
position of marking time. Aeccording teo the
‘4 Btatistical Abstract’' the position is that
from 1910 to 1920 there were 21 millions
borrowed—14 millions during the first period
of five years, and seven millions during the
seeond period of five years. That is a2 huge
amount of money for a small population like
ourg; and we must bear in mind that men of
high edncation, men who should be leaders of
thought in this State, contend that we ought
not to borrow any more, but should adopt
drastic taxation and drastic retrenchment. I
admit they have some justification for such
a position, seeing that the expenditure of all
that loan money has not brought the popula-
tion to this State that it should have brought,
and has not resnlted in the progress that it
should have.effected. That, however, is the
only justifieation, I think, Tn analysing the
expenditure of that enormous amount of
meney, I never can find out the real position
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with regard to State enterprises, how much
of that money has been absorbed by the
State enterprises.

The Minister for Education: About two
millions. '
Hon. J. EWING: The other day the

amount was stated in this House at £1,800,000,
Though I will not for a moment contradict
the Minister, I am perfectly satisfied that if
the accounts were eclosely exzamined the
amount would be found to be mearer three
or four millions. These thinge grow and
grow, and the expenditure grows, and meney
is spent and is mot charged up to
capital account. A full investigation would
disclose, T think, that instead of about two
millions having been spent on State enter-
prises, the true amount is ahout four mil-
licns. Now, have the State enterprises paidf

Hon. A, H. Panton: Reasonably.

Hon. J. EWING: There is an absoluts
logs resulting from them to the State to-day.
If that money, or 5ay two or three millions,
had been expended in opening up our North-
West or our South-West, we would have had
some return from it. That money might as
well have been thrown on the floor of this
Chamber awd lef{ there for ten years.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It wonld hive been
safe there.

Hon, T. Moore: Which of the State en-
ternrises do not pay? o

Hon. J. EWING: Taking them altogether,
there is an absolute lozs. There i3 an abso-
Inte loss to this State from the operation of
those enterprises. I am not prepared to say
how much it is, but 1t is a huge loss. It has
heen stated here by the leader of the House,
and it has been admitted by the Premier and
by the  Minister for Works, the
latter being the Minister in charge
of State enterprises, that  although
a huge amornt of loan money has heen
expended on those undertakings, there is
no apparent advantage from them to the
State of Western Awstralia and that the con-
ditions of the workers in these industries and
the payment they receive is no better than
they would be receiving in private employ-

ment. We Dbave the laws of the land
to control the private employer of
labour and direet what "~ payment he

shall make, and what conditions he shall pro-
vide. Jf he does not eomply with the laws,
his industry may be closed down. Therefore,
to Dbring in this unfair competition with the
peonle’s money against the man who desires
to develon the State with his otvn money, is
to my mind appalling. .

Hopn., J. BE. Dodd* Were it not for the
State steamships and the tramways we would
be very much worse off than we are.

Hon., J. EWING: I am {falking, not abount
the tramways and the railways, but about
the new State enterprises provided by the
evpenditnre of loan moneys during recent
vears. These new enterprises are quite un-
necessary. We have become accustomed to
the State ownership of tramways and rail-
ways, and I am not poing to advocate any
change in that respeect; but it is wrong,
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economically and in prineiple, to interfere
with private enterprise, Parliament and the
people have unlimited power fo see that
proper conditions are maintained in private
irdustry, and proper wages paid. Therefore,
there is no justification for bringing the
people’s money into competition with private
enterprise. I am urging this in an endeavour
to persnade Mr. Panton to agree with my
ideas. He is fast coming to my way of
thinking, because he is in a responsible posi-
tion and he knows that Western Australia
has a right to conserve her own interests.
The representatives of Labour amongst us in
the House are very excellent gentlemen in
their private views and conduct, but are not
quite so excellent in their political views. I
think that if a plebiscite were taken the
geople of Western Australia would agree to
o away with State enterprise and to expend
the money on the true development of the
State.

Hon. A, H. Panton: Would you apply that
te the railways?

Hon. J. BWING: No, for the reason that
RBtate railways have been established ever
gince Responsible Government, and we have
become aceustomed to their State ownership;
but to seek further avenues by which o in-
jure the people and expend their money fool-
ishly is wrong,

Hon. A, H. Panten:
losing money,

Hon, J. EWING: Yes, £400,000 a year.
But it is not very leng since the railways
were paying splendidly.

Hon. T. Moore: And they will again.

Hon. J. EWING: The hon, member knows
that they will pay again when the timber in-
dustry comes into its own, when shipping

But the railways are

difficulties are overcome and our harbours

arg open to the world. Then the railways
will again pay handsomsly.

Hon. T, Moore: And when they get some
good coal.

Hon. J. EWING: I will touch upon ecoal
presently. The question continually before
my mind is as to what the policy of the
present Government may be.

Hon. G, J. G. W, Miles: The development
of State enterprises,

Hon, J. EWING: T am one of the greatest
friends .the Government have. I admire the
optimism of the Premier and the excellent
manner in which he is condueting the affairs
of the State. He is doing more good for
Western Australia than has any other Pre-
mier for many years past. In my opinion
Mr, Mitchell is following on the lines of the
late Lord Forrest.

Hon. F. A. Baglin:
whatever.

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member need
only go down the South-West to see what the
Premier iz doing there. I desire to express
appreciation of the Premier’s work before I
go on to say what I have to say. On
principle the present Government are op-
posed to State enterprises.

Hon. F. ‘A. Baglin: Why do they not sell
them{

He iz doing nothing
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Hon. J. EWING: They told the olectors
they would close them down or, alternativery,
gell them. They have neither sold thein nor
¢losed them down—indeed they have extended
them. The Minister for Works, a most eifi-
cient Minister, has purchased the Holyoake
sawmills for £80,000 and that, too, without
parliamentary authority, I do not say that
the purchase was a bad opbe, but in principle
at least it is bad, becanse it means extending
the State enterpriges, to which the Minigter
ig, by pledge, opposed.

-Hon. A. H. Panton:
ot & bargain?

Hon, J. EWING: He is a good judge, and
he has seeured a good bargain, If he in-
tends to make permanent the State enter-
prises, then he is right; but if he upholds
the policy on which he was elected he should
not add to the State enterprises. In His Ex-
eellency’s opening speech the Government
forecasted the appointment of a Commissioner
to take over the trading concerns, the. excuse
given heing that, although the Government
arc not in favour of State enterprises, yet
they desire to see them well run, and man-
aged on profitable business lines. That is all
very well, but I do not think there is in the

Is he a good judge

- State a man who could take charge of those

various trading concerns and lock after them.
Thank the Tord, we have not a State coal
mine among them! .

Hon. A. H. Panton:
have.

Hon. J. EWING: Not while I can de any-
thing to atop it. I sincerely hope that Par-
liament is not going to endorse the policy of
appointing a Commissioner to run the State
trading concerns and make them pay. The
direction in which the @overnment should
proceed is to get rid of the State trading
concerns as fast as they ean.

Hon. A. H. Panton: But they dare nof.

Hon. J. EWING: They should test the
feeling of the Houge. The Government are
opposed to State enterprise. A French syndi-
cate offered to buy the sawmills, one of
which was afterwards burnt down. It locked
like a judgment upon the Government for
their neglect to sel! the mills.

The Minister for Education: They had not
the opportunity.

Hon. J. EWING: At all events, Parliament
was not consulted. © Of course, ome camnot
say that Parliament would have agreed to
the sale of those mills. Personally I think
they should be sold. If Parliament endorses
the appointment of the Commissioner, the
State enterprises will thereby be made per-
manent. I do not konow whether that is the
wish,of the Government, but it is not my
wish, and when the Bill comes before us [
will vote against it on principle, becanse I
think it is wrong that Government money
shouldd be used in competition with money
furnished by private enterprise. -That iz all
I have to say in regard to State enterprises.
I hope it clearly places before members the
views I hold. Those views may be unpopular
in the provinee which I represent, but I be-
lieve I could take any platform in that pro-

But we soon will
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vince and persuade the people of the justice
of my views,

Hon. T. Moore: A lot of the people down
there have not votes,

Hon. J, EWING: Well, let us give them
votes. In that, of course, I am speaking
personally, and not on a question of policy.
I am not going to touck on the wheat ques-
tion, except to say that 1 appreciate very
Lighly the work of the Honorary Minister,
He is a true friend of the farmers, and all
that he has done and is doing, or is likely
to do, ia and will be in the interests of the
farmers.

Hon. T. Moore: What about the consumers?

Hon. I, EWING: I do not think any one
could have worked harder for the farmers
than ‘has Mr. Baxter. However, I read in
the newspaper the other day a certain state-
ment by the Prime Minister. We have been
told that Western Australia had not entered
inte a contract to sell wheat at 7s. 8d. to
New South Wales, I believe that is so, be-
canse the leader of the House has said it
and so, too, has Mr. Baxter, Yet is aeems
that it matters not what the Government of
the State, or the Minister handling the wheat,
may say, the position is totally different from
what we have been led to believe. On the
25th August, in the House of Representatives,
Mr. Gibson asked about the position of West-
ern Australia in regard to wheat for New
South Wiles, and the Prime Minister in reply
said that neither Western Australia nor any
other State had agreed to supply any specifie
quantity or proportion of the requirements of
New South Wales, that the supplies for that
State weuld probably not be drawn from
Western Australia but that, under the pool-
ing gystem, it was immaterial which State
supplied wheat or flour on account of a
specific contract made by the Australian
Wheat Board, that the sales to New Bouth
Wales and other States were being regarded
ag over-seas sales and therefore the proceeds
would be pooled so that the sales would be
on account of all the pooling States. Ap-
parently that settles the question, leaving
nothing further to be said. The wheat pool,
sitting in Melbourne, have decided what the
policy is and what the sales shall be, and
that is the end of it. Seemingly it does not
matter whether we have, or have not, signed;
the whole of the wheat is pooled, and so we
are selling wheat at 7s. 8d. to New Sounth
‘Wales, I bring this forward so that the
Minister may, if he can, correct the impres-
sion T have. In my opinion there is nothing
to he said, and the only alternative our
farmers have .is to leave the pool, like so
many dissatisfied directors of a business eon-
cern.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: That would be direct
action.

Hon. J. EWING: No, it would be merely a
fair business proposition. That appears to me
to be the position in regard to the pool. West-
ern Australia, has nothing whatever to say,
and her only remedy is to leave the pool
I should like to tsay 8 few words with re-
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gard to the North-West. I do not know any-
thing of that part of the State; it is the
only portion that I have not yet visited. I
have been throughout the length and breadth
of Western Australia in other directions and
I claim to know a great deal of the poten-
tialities of the State, but I have never had
the pleasure of going to the North-West or
taking part in a trip there. T read with
pleasure the statement of the Leader of the
House on his return to Perth on the occa-
sion of hig visit to the North-West, and it
struck me from what he said that if there
i3 2 Heaven upon earth it lies in the North-
Weat, I have had conversations with Mr.
Miles, 8ir Edward Wittenoom, Mr, Holmes,
My, Rose, and many other of my friends who
are conversant with the econditions of the
North-West, and they all endorse what the
Leader of the House has said. Therefore,
there must be some truth in it. T only hope
that the good work Mr. Miles is carrying out
will be continued, It is not often that an
hon. member gets any credit for anything
he does. In faet, we usually get more kicks
than halfpenee for what we do. I do think,
however, that members of this House, and
the people of this State, and especially those
in the North-West must admire the splendid
work of the hon. member who has spared
neither time, money nor energy, supported
by Mr. Holmes and Sir Edward Wittenoom,
in puttifip forward the claims of that por-
tion of Western Australia. In the Eastern
States- Mr. Miles also did a great deal in
putting forward the claims for the great pro-
jected railway. I hope that all that has been
said about the North-West i3 true. If in my
place here I can do anything to assist these
gentlemen to develop that great ferritory 1
shall be only too pleased to do it. I will
indeed support anything that T think is for
the good of Western Australia. I feel it
would be wrong of me to ignore the Somnth-
West portion of Western Awstralia, I may
say that I appreciate the work that has heen
done by the Government in the South-West.
We have an optimistic Premier. We all
know the name that is applied to him and
it is a good mame. T will not mention it
here. The Premier is an enthusiast, and he
believes in the settlement of people on the
land. He believes also in Western Austra-
lia and in her resources, and is giving evi-
dence of that belief by the work he is doing
in the South-West. A large number of pro-
perties have been repurchased there and eut
up, and soldiers have been suvceessfully set-
tled there. When a former Government was
in power—the Government prior to the pre-
sent one—it was often stated by some Min-
isters that they could not see that amny re-
turned soldiers were going to setfle on the
land. Every time I heard that it grated omn
me. By that expression Ministers were damp-
ing the ardour of returned soldiers. The
Premier has shown his belief in the lands of
the South-West, and has gone a long way
towards opening them up. The result is that
he now cannot find enough land for the men
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who want it. If we can get our lands there
partly ecleared and improved, and bring
about a good system of immigration, there
should be no greater State in the Common-
wealth than Western Australia. The lands
in that péortion of the State are splendid.
When the Prince was here I happened to
come pp-in the train with some of the Press
representatives, who were travelling with
His Royal Highness. One of them said to
me when we were close to Pinjarra, ‘‘For
what reagon is this land not eleared and im-
proved? I have seen land in Victoria and
New South Wales not .any better than
this bringing £100 an aere.”’

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: You did not say it
was want of drainage did you?

« Hon. J. EWING: He also said, ‘‘I think
I will leave my position and settle on this
beantiful land, which is so cheap.’’

Hon. J. W, Hickey: - But he did not,

Hon, J, EWING: He may still be eon-
sidering it. He could not believe it. He
said, ‘“You Thave the greatest un-
developed territory I have seen since
I  have been travelling with the

- Prince.’’  Although we have been develop-
ing the SBonth-West for some years and en-
couraging the dairying industiry and others
in that part of the State, yet we are send-
ing out of the State £1,500,000 to buy feod:
stuffs that could be produced within the
State. The South-West is particularly suited
for euch products as butter, ham, bacon,
eggs, potatoes, and other produce of the
kind. In 1910, however, we imported
£600,000 worth of these products, and in
1919 we . imporied as much as £686,000
worth, Although, therefore, we had opened
up the South-West and things appeared to

" be progressing we were importing £80,000
worth of products in 1919, that could have
been grown in this State, more than we im-
ported in 1910. I do not know why that is,

Hon. J. E. Dodd: The costs are very much
greater to-day.

Hon. J. EWING: The fact remains that
this very great increase in imports in these
directions has taken place. .

Hon. A, H. Panton: It is cheaper to im-

" port eggs than_ to feed hens in Western

* Australia. .

Hon, J. EWING: Butter has gone up in
price, and prices generally are very much
better for those things which our farmers
should be able to produce. The dairying
industry is going abead. The South-West
is a magnificent district for potatces. If
hon. members went to Burrakup they would
see what could be done there. When I sur-
veyed that area some eight or nine years
ago it was merely a wilderness, but to-day
it has been subdivided and contains one of
the most flourishing communities in West-
ern Australia. All this has been done out
of potato growing. The people there have
almost everything that life ean give them
in the way of luxzuries, and they paid a high

. .price for their land when they took it up.

In my opinion we have plenty of Burrakups

_ Government.
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in Western Australia. Let us go shead and
see that the other portions of the State are
developed alenmg the same lines.

Hon, F. A, Baglin: What is wrong with
Busselton?

Hon, J. EWING: The most beautiful dis-
triet in Western Australia is going shortly
to be opened up by the Margaret River
railway, according to the statement made
by the Premier. There i8 one very import-
ant question 1 should like to bring before
hon, members, and particularly the leader
uf the House, and that is in connection with
the fruit industry. At a later date I intend
to make this the subject of a motion. The
position or our frull growers is a very seri-
ous one. I am not thoroughly conversant
with the subject at present, but it has been
brought under my notice by men who have
been econnected with the industry for 15
or 20 years, and whose whole families are

- working in it, that they have been able to

get nothing out of it for many years past.
It is absolutely unfair that any ecommunity
ghould work umnder such conditions as these,
The war wag responsible for many, embar-
goes being placed upon the products of
Western Australia, but I do not think at
present there is any embargo placed upon
any of these products except frmit. The
froitgrowers of Bridgetown and the South-
West are labouring under great disabilities.
They have to clear their land at great ex-
pense, They have to put in their trees,
cultivate the lands and garner the fruit,
pack it and send it away. But for all this
they get a very poor return. The fruit-
grower, who sends his fruit to England, re-
ceives jn the gross £1 0s. 10d. per case,
according to the price fixed by the British -
Evidently the desire of the -

British Government is to give the people
of England cheap fruit and cheap food. One
cannot imagine that this restrietion is im-
posed for any other purpose than that. The
cost of sending fruit to England from West-
ern Australia, including shipping charges,
freights, -insurance, ete., i8 something like
63 and two-thirds per cent. of the total re-
turns of £1 0s. 10d. The growers have to do
all the work that I have indicated, and they
get a return of 83 and one-third per cent. of
the selling price of their fruit. I am sure
that the people in Western "Auatralia, now
engaged in fruit growing, are getting under
58, & case for the products of their labour.
I am not going exhaustively into the ques-
fion now because I have not a foll grasp of
all the details of it, yet I feel it my duty
to place the matter before the House, and
egpecially before the Leader of the House,
in the hope that it will be brought directly
before the Government so that something
may be done to assist these people. The
growers are mnot getting 'a Fair deal
Although the fruit gets to the Old- Country
and is sold there ak the price I have stated,
ji is gubsequently sold not as a case of fruit,
apples for instance, but as a case of mixed
fruit. A case is brokenm and some of the

4
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fruit is put in with other fruit, and it is
. all aold as mixed fruit and in that form
brings enormous prices, 1 understand from
reliable sources that some of this fruit is
gold in Norway, S8weden, and other parts of
Europe at as high a price as £3 a case,
‘When other people are able to get the full
value of the article that is grown in West-
ern Australia why should nof the grower
also get full value for it? Why should he
have to do all his work and spend years of
his life in developing the industry and get
a return of only 5s. a case, Wwhen other
people are able to make enormouns profits
out of the industry in other parts of the
world to the disadvantage of the grower
here?

Hon. F. A. Baglin: What is wrong with
the 8tate handling the fruit and distribut-
ing it} .

Hon. J, EWING: I do not believe in that.
All these things can be judiciously handled
by private people, I am sure the leader of
the Honse will give some satisfactory
answer to the position I have outlined. If
the stasgments that have been made to me
are true—and I bhave had them verifled in
writing by men who have been in the in-
dustry for yeara—then it is time the Gov-
ernment stepped in and relieved the posi-
tion. If it is correet that people here, who
have borne the heat and burden of the day
at Mt. Barker, Busselton, and other fruit-
growing centres, are not getting proper re-
turns for their labour then it is a most un-
fair position.

Mr. Hickey interjected.

Heén, J, EWING: I did not hear the hon.
member.

The PRESIDENT: The hon.
need not reply to interjections.

Hen. J. EWING: I wish to deal with &
matter of very great interest to this State,
and that is coal. T suppose I have been
credited in years gone by with being over.
zealous in respeet to this great industry.

membear

Bitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Hon, J. EWING: When we adjourned for
tea T was touching upon the important in-
dustry, that of coal mining. T have been
connected with it for many years, 22 years
in faet, ever since its infancy, and I eclaim
therefore to have some knowledge of it. In
the early days it was difficult, well-pigh im-
possible, to advance the interests of the in-
dostry and thereby the interests of the State.
For many years the coal was condemned by
the Railway Department and those in auth-
ority went so far as to attempt to close down
the industry. In faet, it was suggested by a
responsible person that each miner should be
given the sum of £500 and be sent on the
land. These are things that we think of now
because in years to come there may be other
industries in a gimilar position, and which
may be inadvertently treated im a sigilar
manner. What ia the result to-dayt® After
15 or 20 years of hard work the people of the
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State have become convinced of the value of
the Collie ¢oal industry. We have arrived at
that stage when we find .t in an unassail-
able position, It is interesting to wonder
what is the cause of this. The great war
which has been se disastrous and “which has
done so much evil, bas beer a blessing to this
industry, because those who were againgt the
industry and said that certain work could
not be done with it, for instance, that the
trains could not be run to Kalgoorlie on Col-
lie coal, that time-tables could not be main-
tained if this eoal were used, are now con-
vineed that they were wrong. During the
progress of the war those people were ob-
liged to depend on the product from Collie,
and the more they had to depend upon it the
more established the industry became. While.
we all regret the war, as has already been
said, some good has come cut of it in many
directions. This iz one of the directions in
which Western Auvstralia has vastly benefited,
The industry is to-day in a flourishing con-
dition, there are several minea operating, and
the State is using practically all Collie
coal for its various requirements, and those
who use the coal are more than satisfied with
it. Let us pause and think what might have
happened to the State during the disastrous
period we have passed through, but for this
industry. The industry bas progressed very
rapidly doring the last five or ten years. The
value of the product has gone up, and New-
castle coal is mot brought to the State in the
same large quantities as was the case before.
The people are satisfied that Coilie coal is a
good fuel. It is a fuel similar to the coals
which are found in other parts of the world,
and which are thought very highly of. The
development of the indusiry is an evidence
of the faith that the people of Collie, the
pioneers of Collie, had in the industry. If
they bad lost heart and bad allowed them-
selves to be rebuffed, Western Australia gen-

erally would have been in a parlous state to-
day, They can thank God that the industry
lived and that it has advanced to the stage
in which we find it to-day. The advance has
not been very rapid, but it is going on
steadily, and it augurs well for the expan-
sion of trade. [n 1915 the 4uantity of coal
raised was 292,000 tons, of a value of
£137,000, and in 1920, estimating it on the
gquantity which has so far been raised this
year, the total will be 400,000 tons, of a valie
of £295,000, or an increase of £140,000, If
anyone had suggested in 1815 that the pro-
gress would have been so marked he would
certainly not have been believed, The coal
is now used almost exclusively by the Rail-
way Department, and that seems to be evi-
dence that the management of the railways
in the future will be very different from
what it has been in the past. I do not de-
gire to take advantage of my position in this
House to ecriticise unduly those who were
formerly associated with the railways, but
I did find it necessary years ago to offer
some adverse eriticism, and I did so fear-
lessly. Those people whom I eriticized, how-
ever, have now left the service, and I do not
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desire to say anything further in conneetion
with the railways and the use of Collie coal,
except that the department are fully seized of
value of the industry and will give it a fair
deal: TIn faet, I am satisfied that they can-
not carry on the affairs of the State without
thig coal. I shudder to think what the Rail-
way Department would be paying for New-
castle coal to-day if we had not this indus-
try at Collie. If we study statistics and look
at the price that coal iz fetehing in other
parts of the world, £5, £6, or even £8 a ton,
we cannot but come to the conclusion that
we are very fortunate indeed in having the
industry so” close to our doors, and being
able to provide a fuel which I unhesitat-
ingly say is the cheapest in the world. The
bunkering industry was considerably cur-
tailed during the war, but I am pleased to
say that that is going ahead rapidly
again. I feel sure, from the experience I
had in England and the knowledge I have
been able to gain, that the time i3 not far
distant when we shall ereate from this fuel
an article which will be perfectly satigfac-
tory from an export point of view. When
that time arrives we shall have a Newcastle-
on-Tyne at Collie, and instead of 4,000 or
5,000 people there; we shall see a community
of between 400,000 and 500,000 people. We
shall ke able to export a coal which will he
equal to that now being imported from the
Eastern States, and we shall establish a po-
gition from which we shall never look baek.
While on the subject of the coal industry 1
desire also to' refer to a matter which
cauged me some anxisty during the recess—
I refer to the leasing of a portion of the
Yampi Sound iron deposits by the Queens-
land Government, That Government have
seeured an option over a portion %of the
Yampi Sound from Mr. Thomson. I suppose
Mr. Thomsen is perfectly right in doing the
best he can for himself, but Western Aus-
tralia has been somewhat lax in not seenring
these deposits for its own State. Mr, Thom-
son went to Queensland and gave an option
over some of the area he holds at Yampi
Sound to the Queensland Government, and
Mr. Jones, the Minister for Minés in Queens-
land, came to Western Australia to comsult
with the Mfnister for Mines here in connec-
tion with the establishment of trade be-
tween the Bowen coalficlds of Queensland
and Yampi Sound. No statement has been
made by the Minister for Mines in Western
Australia in regard to what took place be-
tween himself and the Queensland represen-
tative, but Mr. Jones went so far as to say,
if my mémory serves me correctly, that-he
expected to establish an endrmous trade in
Bowen coal by having a depot at Yampi
Sound and supplying the Queensland artiele

to surrounding countries and other parts of ~

the world. Mr: Jones led us to infer that
the eoal from Bowen would take the place
of Newcastle coal, and that it would also
become a keen competitor of Collie coal. It
may be said that T am parochial in this
matter, but I am going to guard the in-

-he pleased the House,
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terests of the people of Collie. I hope
the leader of the. House will tell us
when he apeaks on the .Address-in-reply

what the transactions were between the twa
Ministers for Mines, and how far the Gov-
ernment of this Siate have gone, and also
how far the great induatry that I have the
hononr to represent is likely to be affected.
Thia is a matter of great importance to me.
I did feel constrained to write to the news-
papers on the subjeet, but T eame to the
conclusion that it was no use writing becanse
if it had been regarded by the Presa of suffi-
cient importance they would have inter-
viewed me on the maiter. I have waited
patiently day after day, week after week,
month after- month, to see whether the Min-
ister for Mines here would make any state-
ment in regard to what took place between
himself and Mr. Jores. The matter may be
confidential, but I hope that there will be
some reply forthcoming to the questions T
have asked. Mr., Moore, in speaking the
other evening, pleased me, and T am gure
with his remarks
in conmection with the timber industry. This,
too, is a matter of great interest to me. Mr,
Moore spoke fluently and well in connection
with the industry, and I was pleased to note
that he wag so mindful of the interests of
the State that the timber should he conserved
and that regeneration should take place. The
hon. member was not here when the Forest.
Bill wag before the House. If he had been
he probably would have objected to some of
its provisions, but we who were here did what
we thonght was best, especially in the diree-
tion of keeping the forest open for sleeper
hewers, 1 hope now the hon. member
will extend all the sympathy and help that
he can te Mr. Lane-Poole, the Conservator,
t7 enable him to regenerate.the forests, and
thereby keep them going for posterity. The
timber in that portion of the distriet that I
represent is limited in extent, and it requires
a very strong hand to see.that no injustice is
done and to see that the forest is consistently
cut, and that regeneration iz taking place. T
next desire to refer to the question of pro-
specting for oil. It has been said publicly,
and in bulletins issued by the Geological De-
partment, that eoil is not likely to be found
i Western Australia, There are many people
here who desiré to prospect for oil, but the
difficulties are great, and especially in the di-
rection of getting permits by which they can
earry out their desires. I myself can tell the
Honse that a permit has for some time past
been sought by certain prospecting parties at
Collie. TheF have considerable money avail-
aktle, and they are willing to take all risk,
In fact, they say they only want the right to
investigate this question, and they guarantee
to produce oil in great quantities. Unfor-
tunately circumlocution is in the way. There
is a certain amount of delay which in my
opinion should not take place. Those people
at Collie should be given, the opportunity to
carry out the work they desire to perform.
I do not want to refer to the question of gold
mining, except to express my gratification at
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the remarks made by Mr. Stewart when he
handled the question of the fletation of com-
panies. Mr. Stewart pointed out more clearly
than T can the evils which exist to-day. Tt
is absolutely necessary to safeguard the in-
terests of investors: 'The kite-flying and
booming which has been taking place cannot
be permitted to go on. Nothing but disaster
can follow, and it will take the State many
years to recover its position. The suggestion
made by Mr. Stewart that mining engineers
should report and take the responsibility of
stating whether a proposition should be
placed before the public or not, is an exeel-
lent one. Most of the big industrial flota-
tions always have expert opinion and, if ex-
pert opinion is unfavourable, the concern is
not floated. Not so with gold mining. Al
gorts of wild booems take place. Men rush to
and fro to grasp the shadow and, if the
money subseribed is not earmarked for de-
velopmental purposes, it goes intc the hands
of the promoters. .

The Minister for Eduwcation: What about
the South-West gold mining?

Hon. J. EWING: I am interested in that.

The Minister for Education: You are one
of the promoters.

Hon. J. EWING: I am not a promoter
because it has mot yet been promoted. If
there is anything good in the South-West, the
public will soon know of it. They will not
know before it is there, ard it will not be
placed before them in any tangible form un-
less it iz worthy of their comsideration. I
only hope that the Government will recognise
the advantages of a properly sustained immi-
gration policy and the opening up of our
primary and secondary industries. T believe
they will recognise the value of the asseis of
this State which. if properly developed on
business lines, will bring prosperity to West-
ern Australia. T do not believe that any one
of the States of the Commonwealth, not even
Queensland with all its great potentiali-
ties

Hon. J. W, Hiekey: And fine Government,

Hon. J. EWING: I do not believe that
even, Queensland is to be compared with
‘Western Australia and its possibilities, I
emphasise’ that the Government must get
away from this policy of State enterprise and
must give the utmost consideration and the
utmost encouragement to those who desire to
invest money for the development of this
State. There are not thousands, but hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds available fer
investment in Australia, and particularly
Western Anstralia, if investors are absolutely
asgured that there will be no Government in-
terference, and that industrial eonditions will
be satisfactory, I know that woollen mills
are to be started and I know that hundreds
of other avenwves of production will bs the
lot of Western Australia if this poliey is
carried out in the future.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[7.47]: After the very exhanstive and thor-
ough speech so ably delivered by Mr. Ewing,
I feel that in conjomction with the speeches of
other members, practieally every topic in His

[COUNCIL.]

Excellency’s Speech has been thoroughly de-
bated. Other subjects of interest have also
been examined and recommendations have
been made which, owing to the earnestuness
and fervour with which they have been ' de-
livered, will appeal to members of the Gov-
ernment. I am sure that where the Govern-
ment think wrongs exist, they will be reeti-
fied so far as lies in their power. In read-
ing the Speech before us, I am remined,
because of the optimistic words contained in
it, of eertain words which were utttered by
the Premier when introducing his budget in
October last, The Premier said—

I do net propose to devote mueh time to
the past. The past cannot be retrieved,
but the future is ours.

Fvery member will recognise that, in the
(Governor ’s Speech, very little indeed has been
gaid with regard to the past. At the time
those words were pronounced by the Premier,
he was looking far into the future and, when
I recall his words, they bring to mind recol-

. leetions of an article I read some time ago,

an article written by a man who had heen
asked to write an essay on any subject or
theme he cared to select. The man pondered
over the matter for some days and at.last
emerged from his quandary by writing on a
theme which he entitled ‘‘The Citizen of
Three Worlds.”' The three worlds to which
he referred were the past, the present and
the future; in other words, yesterday, to-day
and to-morrow, With regard to the world
of yesterday, he likened that.unto the king-
dom of memory. The world of to-day he
found to be synonymous with the knigdom of
reality, and the world of to-morrow he
likened to the world of imagination—three
very fing worlds indeed for s citizen to live
in, These are the worlds which we all oceupy.
‘We have all lived through them and it was
interesting to follow the deseription of those
three knigdoms given by tbis essayist. With
regard to the world of the past, the kingdom
of memory, this essayist, contrary to the
position taken np by the Premier, found a
certain amount of pleasure in the past. He
was reminiseent. He depicted the emchant-
ment of the past; he showed it to be a per-
feet realm of wonder.. I faney that essayist
had not encountered the troubles of our pre-
sent Government. He had sbviously never
known a Government with & deficit such as
ours; otherwise I feel sure he would - -have
found his task a much more difficult one and
would have endeavoured to give some other
explanation than that which he did give re-
garding the past. I think the Premier and
every member of Parliament can at least
glean a great deal of knowledge from the
happenings of the past, and seek to lay out

.. their actions in such a way as to benefit by

past experiences, and that in the present and
8o far as the future is concerned they will
endeavour to rectify any errors committed in
the past. Tn the Governor’s Speech some-
thing at least might have been said with re-
gard to-the civil service. I do not wish to
dwell on this subject. Hon. members have
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not done s¢ but as a metropolitan member,
it was my privilege and the privilege of other
hon. members who were likewise interested to
take some hand with regard to the dispute
between the Government and the ecivil ser-
vice. There is no one but regrets the faet
that such action as took place did happen, T
recognise from my own knowledge of the
circumstances that the civil service as
a body showed meost commendable vpatience
up to the point of that most unfortuante oc-
currence. They were more than patient and
I feel that they were driven as a last resort
to take the unfortunate step they did take.
‘When they were promised the board which
was promised by the Government, the very
least they eonld have done was to returm to
work then. Fortunately, this is now a thing
of the past and whatever stain has been left

on the service, I hope can be eradicated, be-,

cause the Western Aunstralian civil serviece
stands high amongst the ecivil services of this
great Commonwealth. I hope such a happen-
ing will never again occur in the history of
our ecivil service, The essayist I mentioned
went on to deal with the present, the kingdom
of reality. He dealt with things as they are
and did not seek to peer into the future too
closely at that stage, but he found that some-
times the things of to-day were disagreeable
and, on this point, probably the essayist and
the Premier might be to 2 certain extent in
agreement. It iz undoubtedly a very dis-
agreeable and a very worrying thing to have
the consciousness of a very big deficit which
the Government are trying to wipe from the
side of the ledger on which it appears. Tn
dealing with the future or the kingdom of

imagination, the writer pointed out that the.

beauty of the future was the glory of its
"vagueness. It gives room for conjectures,
vigions, and fancies. I feel convinced that
the Premier, when he uttered those words in
October, 1913, had visions that the deficit
was going to be wiped out, or that it was
going to be more effectnally teduced.

The Minister for Education: No, he told
you what the deficit would be.

Hon. J NICHOLSON: He portrayed
certain visions. He peered into the future
#nd he had greater and brighter hopes than
have actually been realised.” He had no doubt
that within the next few years there would be
an overflowing Treasury, but we shall leave
the future to take care of itself. The future
will show exactly what will happen. But what
do we find to-day? Notwithstanding the
bright hopes held out for us, the deficit is
still going np. ’

The Minister for Edueation:
lower,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It has gone up.

The Minister for Edueation: It is lower
than the estimate.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: But it is still
going up. It is not going down. One would
like to see it going down. It is going up
just like the cost of living which, we are told,
is also going up.

Hon. A, . Panton:
up! '

No, it is

That is not going
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Hon. J. NICHOQOLSON: That is news to
me. I was under the impression that the
cost of living was going up. I would like
to have the assurance of Mr. Panton that
such is the case. T shall be able to convey
the information to a source where it will be
apprecidgted. But at any rate it looks ns if
everything is going up. The only direction
in which there iy any prospeet of going
down is the houra of labour. This poaition
would be distinetly humerous were it not so
gerious.  Although I take the opportunity
of pointing thiz out, T desire to make if-
clear that I am in ne way an ad-
vocate of unfair working hours or conditions.
I never have been, But I recognise there is
a very great responsibility on every citizen
of the State, whether he or she be an em-
ployer or an employee, to do all he or she
can to help forward the State. When con-
tentions are rdised, as I see them raised
even in to-day’s newspaper, that one mnun
ean produce as much in eight hours as an-
other in nine, I consider it is highly illoglcal.
Although it might be done for a little time,
it cannot be done - for long.

Hon. A, H. Panton: It depends upon the
men.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: The Government ~
themselves a little time ago, in a certain
branch of the Railway Department, set a
very bad example indeed.

Hon. T, Moore: It is a matter of opinion,

Hon, J. NICHOLEON: Quite so. We are
all here to help forward the State, whether
we are employers or employees., As citizens
we all have,an interest in the welfare of the
State. We are all partners ik the State,
and we have a duty to perform to the State.
As true citizens we ought to do the best we
possibly can, doing it of course under fair
conditions, I am not in favour of unfair con-
ditions sueh as subsisted many years ago.
Those conditions we wish to see obliterated.
But when we find the number of days on
which a man is employed to be only five per
week instead of six, we must recognise that
that- cannot be for the benefit of either the
employee or the employer. I do not think

. idleness on one working day of the week is

wise. It is not good in the interesta of the
worker, and it is not good in the interests of
the employer. We must recognise the foree
of the old maxim with regard to idle hands.
[ recognise that many men, having the
Saturday off, will utilise it to the full, and
do good with it; but there are others to
whom, unfortunately, an idle SBaturday is =a
temptation to find convivial ecompany.
Hor. A. H, Panton: To go to the rates,
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, to go to places
where money is wasted; so that, instead
of the wife and family receiving the benefit
of the earnings for the welfare of the hounse-
hold, the money is squandered and wasted. I
pay my tribute to the working men gener-
ally of Western Australia; but there are
exceptions, and for the benefit of those ex-
ceptions I think it is ounly right that we
should strive to prevent the risk of idleness
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of creating backsliders, Just jn the same
way as the temperance party seck to reform
the drunkard, and the man who is inclined
to stray fromh the path of temperance, so I
consider the men to whom I refer have a
just claim' on their fellow workers, to see
that they do not lapse; and they are likely
to lapse on an idle day during the working
week, I do not advocate unfair working
hours, but I advoeate that every man should
look at the matter from a wise standpoint.
As citizens we have to consider the financial
position of our State. We cannot say that a
reduced number of working hours, working
hours reduced below what is a fair level, is
not going to result in a redustion of our pro-
ductive power. Looking at the matter from
a debtor and ereditor standpoint, it must be
recognised that with reduced working bours
we ghall go back and our deficit, instead of
being exchanged for an overflowing treas-
ury, as the Premier hopes in his optimism,
will continue to grow. In the interests,
therefore, of the State as a whole, we should
all use our best endeavours towards increag-
ing the production of the State, so as to
bring Western Australia out of its present

unfortonate financial position.  Otherwise
there, can be only one result, an in-
evitable rtesult which will be disastrous

to every man in the country, We all want
to see Australia as a whole become not only
a prosperous country but a populous coun-
try. Turning to the Governor’s speech, 1
see no suggestion for a remedy for the pre-
sent state of affairs. Previously we had
been encouraged with a suggestion that
sometiting would be dome to incrense pro-
duction and to inerease population, Mr.
Panton, Mr. Ewing, and other members have
drawn aitention to the fact that there is a
hope of our getting our deficit reduced by
increased population. Many speeches have
been made in this direction, and at first
sight they are most encouraging, 1 myself
fell into the way of thinking on the same
lines. It wag only on reflection I found that
probably I was wrong. The Speech states
that a vigorous poliey of immigration has
been initiated. That is obviowsly for the
purpose of increasing the population, with
the ultimate object of reducing our in-
debtedness. But we must see that it is
going to izke a very long time indeed if
anything appreciable is to resnlt from all
the population we can bring in by immigra-
tion, even with the aid of the natural increase.
Take our population at 330,000, as it is at
present, and estimate how long it will take to
bring 330,000 immigrants here. If we ean
get even 1,000 per month, that will mean
only 12,000 per znnum; and members ecan
calculate how long it will take at that rate
before we get 330,000. In the meantime our
obligations would still be increasing—not

lessening by any means. So that the pros--

peet of reducing our State debt by means
of inereased population is pot so bright as
at first it seems, True, inereased popula-
tion will be a help; but it will take too long
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to accomplish that which we wish. If we
get in znother 380,000 people We shall be
helping to reduce the debt by one-half. That
is not sufficient, and therefore we must find
some means wherecby more can be done. 1
will leave that to the Government, because
I do not propose to go into the subject to-
night, However, I do agree with the policy
of the Government—I will say this much to-
night—in prosecuting a vigorous policy of
immigration. 1 recognise that population is
needed for many things—amongst them de-
fenee, the development of our vacant lands,
the incrcase of our productive power and
the consequent gradual reduction of our
debt. As regards the question of popula-
tion, I should like to draw attention to a
specch delivered by Mr. Enibbs, the Com-
monwealth Statistician, during June last year
in Sydney. The speech is decidedly illumin-
ating, and I propose to read a short summary
of it, telegraphed here, which appeared in
the ‘‘West Australian®’ of the 6th June
1919— .
In the course of an interesting address
at a luncheon held by the Million Club to
celebrate the attainment by the Common-
wealth of a population of five millions,
Mr. G. H. Knibbs, the Commonwealth
Statistician, said, ‘‘If the population of
Australia continues to increase at the pre-
sent rate, there will be in the year 2,000
only 18,824 000 persons in the Common-
wealth. This statement should arrest the
attention of anyonc who earcs at all for
Australia’s destiny, Momentous changes
are coming in the economie outlook of the
western races. It is self-evident that a
handful of five million, or one part in 340
parts of the world’s population, cannot de- -
termine the economic policy of the other
339 parts. However much we may desire
in Australia to raise our social conditions
to a higher plane than has charaeterised
them in the past it would be national sui-
cide to forget that the omly safe course
is the path of competency. The world’s
population of, say, 1,700,000,000 in 1919,
at a rate of increase of only 1 per cent. per
annum, will have increased two and a
quarter times when the year 2000 is
reached. Thus it will be 3,844 000,000, Qur
little population of 18,000,000 will still be
a mnegligible quantity. Such a faet is a
very significant one, and shows the ne-
cessity for re-examining our position
among the nations, No one who has seem
much of the world’s aectivities car fail to
realise that for an insulated country like
Australia there is great danger, a danger
of failing to attend to advance elsewhere,
a danger of too readily -resting upon past
achievements.’’
That address is certainly a very clear warn-
ing for us, because it serves to emphasise the
position whié¢h we too oftem forget. We
think sometimes, interested as we are in our
own immediate affairs, that we are practic-
ally the hub of the universe, tliat we wield
a pgreater inflnence among the nations of
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the world than we actually do, that in fact,
from the achievements of our brave men
we are likely to do more than is really pos-
sible. But it has been recognised all through
that population is the bulwark of a nation,
and that in this vast territory of ours, so
empty as it is in many parts at present, we
have a great responsibility indeed, which
this warning by Mr. Knibbs may serve to
emphasise. It also helps to bring forward
something that was stated io-nighf, both by
Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Ewing, as to the
goodwill which obviously is absent as be-
tween employer and employee. There is un-
fortunately a lack of fellowship, of that
good spirit and understanding which every
right thinking citizen wishes to see. Un-
less we are a united community, bound by
greater ties than seemingly bind us now,
and unless we remove the feelings of es-
trangement and bifterness, we cannot
achieve that greatness which as a nation we
should achieve, nor can we ever gain that
national spirit and pride of country which
are among the finest possessions of men of
older lands.

Hon. T. Moore: Do we possess them here?

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: We cannot unless
we have a greater feeling of fellowship and
goodwill. T venture to think that this can
be encouraged by sweeping away all the feel-
ings of suspicion which sometimes exist be-
tween the different sections of the eommun-
ity. Selfishness may be a quality which has
engendered it in the past, but there is no
reason Why it should continue in the future.
A fraternity ought to exist between mankind.
The more that 1s encouraged the more surely
will our success be confirmed. I often hope
1o see the words of that great bard of my
native land come true, ‘“For man to man,
the world o'er, shall brithers be and a’ that.”’
They are prophetic words. If those who are
assisting in the great Labour moevement of
this country will but co-operate to that end,
I venture to say that the grand spirit, the
true national neote which wt wish to see
struck in Australia will be achieved in the
mear future. In regard to the immigration
policy, assuming that we have a large inflow
of population, it must be recognizsed that not
all men who come here are farmera, not all of

them wish to settle on the land. Some men -

want to take up other callings.  There is
nothing of a material nature being done to
provide for those persons who are not suited
for settling on the land. In the past our
scheme of immigration has always aimed at
getting the immigrants to take up land,
whether they weye suited for it or not. Of
late years there has been a closer examina-
tion into the farming qualifications of in-
tending immigrants. That is only right, be-
cause every failure re-aets upon our State;
but nothing of a materially definite character
has heen established by the Government to
provide employment for those men who do
not wish to go on the land. Population is
essential to ms, whether the men are to go on
the land or to stay in the towns, At present
it is necessary that we should put every man
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on the land and make of him a primary pro-
duoeer.

Hon. Q. J. G. W, Miles: Quite right.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: Yes, quite right
so long as the man ia suited to the task.

Hen. T. Moore: Where are yom going fo
get those ment

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I admit the diffi-
culty, When we consider the enormous de-
mand being made in the 0ld Country for
men of agrieultural training, where they are
extending farming in a way undreamt of
prior to the war, and where the agents of
"every other overseas dominion are seeking
to lure thogse men to their respective coun-
tries, it might well be asked where are we
to get those men.

" Hon. J. W. Hickey: And where are you
to get the land?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Land should be
made available within easy reach of existing
railways. The Government should see that
suitable land is secured. I suggest existing
railways, because we have seen %rom the re-
ports of the Commissioner of Railways that
there is a deficit of about £400,000 on the
weorking of the railways, in addition to which
the department has to face a claim before
the Arbitration Court invelving elose upon
another half-million in increased wages, We
also know that because of the sparse popula-
tion many of the existing railways do not
pay. OQur position here is opposite to that
which obtains in England, Seotland, and
many parts of the Continent, where the popu-
lation is very demse, If our position wers
reversed, if we, too, had a dense population
we should not be grumbling to-day, even at
having to -pay another half-million in in-
crcagsed wages to our railway service. But,
under existing circumstances, the Commis-
sioner of Railways has a very difficult task
indeed. It is our duty to find land within
easy reach of existing railways, and the pol-
iey of the Government should be to refuse te
extend the railways until they can see that
the proposed new railways are likely to pay.
In the presen{ circumstances, and having re-
gard to the condition of our finances, we are
not justified in extending the raillways. In

' normal eirenmstances I would be one of the

gtrongest advoeates of the extension of the
railway system and the opening up of our
lands, but not having the means at our eom-
mand we are not justifisd in doing this at
the eost of making the burden greater and
greater for those who are td come after-
wards. Let us rather make use of the lands
within easy reach of our existing railways.
1 remember some years ago discussing the
vnoceupied lands around Perth. I still have
the impression which I then gained as the
result of visiting -the hills. I soggest that
hon. members should . take the first oppor-
tunity of visiting the hills and viewing from
& suitahle elevation the vast territory lying
north and south of Perth and stretehing
from the hills to the sea-coast. Omn a
clear day, looking from the zig-zag rail-
way or any other point of vantage on the
hills, one ¢annot fail to be impressed with the
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enormous area of land surrounding our capi-
tal eity which is unemployed, unutilised, and
lying almost in its virgin condition. There
is a cultivated apot here and there, which one
sees, like an oasis in a vast desert, but there
must he hundreds and thousands of acrcs
lying hoth north and south which could be
utilised, and which would all help to bring
in revenue.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Have you tried them
yourself? -

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I must confess
that T have not done so, but I have tried the
hills. I suggest that it is not for me to say
what I should try or what the hon. member
should try, but it is one of the things which
probably the Government should try. These
areas chould be experimented with by the
Government to show what they are capable
of doing., I believe in the development of
our lands and of our country distriets, as
well as in the development of the lands
around our cities. Although I happen to be
a metropolitan member my interests are not
confined to the metropolis. I have long re-
cognised that no country and no city can be
of any value unless its country lands are de-
veloped. The city is dependent mightily
ou the country, and the success of the one
reacts on the other. I therefore believe in
stimulating, in every way the industries of
our country as well as the industries of our
metropolitan areas. In the metropolis we
should see secondary industries established.

Hon, T. Moore: Not only there, but in
our country towns too,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T am talking of
towns generally,. We want to see the centres
all busy in their various occupations. That
can only be brounght about by the Govern-
ment carrying out some proper scheme and a
proper system which may achieve something
in that direction. I have alluded to these
lands in and around the city, as an imstance.
I have not tried them myself, as an hon. mem-
ber has suggested, but I have tried some land
in the hills. But this land in the area to
which I have referred is land that iz well
worthy of an experiment. There are many
people who are prepared, I am sure, if pro-
perly encouraged, and if they have brought

before them the result of tests or experiments |

made by the Government in econnection with
these lands, to see what they can do with
them. We have experimental farmg in
certain areas. What is to hinder the Govern-
ment from establishing small experimental
plots in each centre on the lands I have men-
tioned, showing that this district iz good for
this, and that district is good for thatt These
plots could be experimented with in different
kinds of things. The other day my attention
was drawn to the possibility of cotton grow-
ing in Western Australia. Some interviews,
I believe, took place between the Premier of
Queensland and some of the cotton mer-
c¢hants in England, and questions were asked
as to what prices could be obtained so as to
make cotton growing a profitable industry in
Queenstand. The industry has been going to

[COUNCIL.]

a small extent in Queensland for about sixty
years. I will read to hon. members one or
two paragraphs from a pamphlet—The Trade
Promoter of Australia and New Zealand—T
have here dealing with the growing of cot-
ton—-

Cotton growing has for so leng a period
mainly been restricted to countries in which
the only labour available has been the col-
oured element that it has becoms a fized
impression that this class of worker is in-
dispensable to success in profitably raising
cotton. Queensland farwers have for the
past sixty years raised the article and are
by this quite satisfied as to the ability of
the white man to produce high grade fibre
in competition with ether countries, It is
now a recognised fact that in the newer
developed cotton centres in the TUnited
Btates such as Arizona and to some extent
Lower California, Oklahoma, and Texas,
the larger part of the cotton produced iz
entirely grown by white labour. Factors,
such as obtain in Australia, cheap land and
transport, favourable seasonal and climatie
conditions more than compensate for the
ahsence of cheap labour. The first matter
of importance is to realise the vast extent
of territory in which the cotton plant
flourishes. It may be taken as an ascer-
tained faet that the whole region north of
the latitude of Brisbane about 27 degrees
will produce several qualities of Upland,
Sea Island, Egyptian, and Kidney varieties
of cotton. T have and am continually re-
ceiving examples of fibre from such places
as Victoria, Western Australia, New South
Wales, Northern Territory, and all parts of
Queensland (coastal and inland) conclus-
ively showing that the plant has a favour-
able habitat in all these regions.

Hon, J, Duffell: Who says that?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: This is an inter-
esting article by Daniel Jones, an expert
ou cotton. 'This is the interesting point—

The labour aspect, contrary to popular
opinion, is a-lesser problem to the ecotton
planter than it is usually surmised to be.
At ruling values every grower can make
a good living out of from ten to fifteen
acres of cotton and, if able to hustle,
should plant, till, and harvest this area
without outside agsistance if produeing the
Upland variety. The ability to develop =
huge industry in Australia centres on the
immigration problem chiefly. The indus-
try is such as will make it easy and prae-
ticable to settle inexperienced immigrants
on the land. .

A further article also mentions that Great
Britain utilises 85 per cent. of the ecotton
brought from the United States—here we are
producing none—and Great Britain annually
uges about four million . balns of cotton,
valued at present at about 150 million pounds.
This information is culled from an article
written in the ‘‘Daily Mail’’ of London, of
the 22nd January last. Here is a mag-
nificent opportunity for the Government to
establish expqrimental plots throughout every
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district. Al these areas ought to be tested
by the Government so as to show the people
that this land will grow a certain thing sue-
cessfully. )

The Minister for Education:
not try down here, would you¥

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No. I should say
that experiments in cotton growing could be
made from a little south of Geraldten north-
wards. If we could assure people that cer-

. tain things would grow in these distriets,
and if we could assure settlers that they
cculd get a living on 25 or 50 acres instead
of 1,000 acres or more, they might be
attracted to suchylands, In that way they
would be able to establish small ¢communities,
and many persons prefer small eommunities
to the wide-spread areas which exist to-day.
It would also help the scheme of immigra-
tion. Take, for example, some of these
estates, which it might be necessary to re-
sume, say, in or around Geraldton, these
could be‘ eut wp into 50-acre lots instead
of being cut up as at present into blocks
of thousands of acres in extent.

Hon. E, Rose: What about. the water diffi-
ceulty ?

Hon. §. NICHOLSON: The Uplands cot-
ton, to which I have referred, is-one of the
finest drought-resiating cottons known. With
the prices prevailing for cotton now, this
article shows that more than a handsome
living could be made out of it, even from
small areas, It is sufficient to aromse ome’s
interest in the possibility having regard to
the seareity of cofton and to the demand
which exists for it, and to the fact that Eng-
land is starving for it buf canmot produce it.
There is a possibility in front of us that
we may find, with the competition of other
countries when war ceases’we shall not be
able to export cur wheat at a living price.
It is necessary for us to look inte the future.
Let us see what can be done to settle our
pecple on the land. Do not let us be carried
away by present high prices prevailing for
wheat, beeanse they will not last for ever, It
is the incumbent duty of the Government to
see that ‘something is done te provide against
that rainy day in store for us. The leader
of the House states that nothing can be done
down here—in the South-West—in the
way of eotfon growing. T quite apree
that we want the warmer latitude that
is suggested in the extraect T have read.
T have the greatest hope for the whole of
our lands south as well as north. It is only
encouragement that is needed fo bring people
here, bnt 1 do not think that encouragement
will continue so long as State enterprises are

«allowed to continwe. With regard to land
gouth of the 27th latitude, there is 2 magnifi-
cent opportunity there, from what I have been
informed by men who are able to inform me,
for growing {flax, for ‘dairying and
various other things, We can utilize
vast areas of that country at a pro-
fitable rate and be able to export
largely and also eatablish faetories in con-
nection with the growing of flax. I think

Yeu would
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I have said sufficient with regard fo the
utilisation of the land, but I would like to
add a word on the subject of the absence
of factories and other such establishments of
industry. We are strangely unfortenate in
Western Australia in that respect. We do
not want to make any comments on the re-
sult of Federation but we have to admit that
we are dependent too largely on the Eastern
States and outside .sourees for much of what
we mneed, and which we should grow and
manufacture ourselves.

Hon, T. Moore. That is the fault of our
own men in this, country. Federation- has
nothing to de with that.

Hen, J. NICHOLEON: It has a great
deal to deo with it, but if we are going to
carry on our immigration policy, that is, to
pursue a vigorous policy of immigration, we
must have hand in hand with that vigorous
policy some arrangement by which we can
employ the people when they arrive. IF we can-
not give them employment in factories, that
is, those who do not wish to go on the
land, the result will be that these people
wiil leave our shores and go to the Eastern
Btates. We will have gone to the cxpense
of bringing them here and our population
will not have increased exzcept perhaps tem-
porarily during the short residence of those
people here. In that way they are of mo
lasting benefit to us. To retain those people
the Government must do that which is neces-
sary to help establish secomdary industries.
I read in the Speech that secondary induos-
tries are steadily expanding. It would be in-
teresting to have a record to show what those
industries are that are expanding., The com-
ment in the Speech goes on to say that the
(Government will continue to give to these in-
dustries every possible encouragement and
assistance in order that wider avenues of em-
ployment may be afforded to the peopls and
pdditional soureces of wealth may be ex-
ploited. These are very nice words indeed.
What provision is there beyond this pious
hope which we often see in Governor’s
Bpeeches but in a somewhat different form9
What provision beyond this has been. made
for providing employment for those psople
when they come here? I venture to say the
Government have done everything that is
likely to retard and not espand the develop-
ment of secondary industries due to the cs-
tablishment and expansion of State enter-
priges. ’

Hon. T. Moore: It is a good job some-
one started something.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: 1t was cne of the
most unfortunate days for Western Awvstra-
lin when' we started those State enterprises.
There are certain utilities and certain
schemes and serviees which properly should
be subjeet to Government control and owner-
ship.

Hpon. T, Moore: Whiech are they?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The hon. member
was given an instance this evening. Take
the railways which have been recognised as a
Government concern all through.
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Hon. T. Moore: The steamships also?

Heon. J. NICHOLSON: The steamships
under certain eireumstanges. I am inclined
to admit that there is great argument so far
as our circumstances are concerned in favour
of the Government owning a eertain number
of steamships to.provide a serviee for our
far distant ports. I recognmise that the de-
velopment of our far northern ports, and the
land in the north, is not going to take place
without some facilities. Tf we had railways
I would say do away with steamers, but un-
til the railways are established—and it will
be g long time before they are established—
I say provide these facilities. Do not let the
people in those parts be isclated any more
than is possible. State enterprise I regard
as a direct menace to private enterprise. We
have it menmtioned to-night that the amount
invested in these State enferprises is some-
thing just under two millions sterling, and
as Mr. Ewing stated it is possible, if we
examined closely into the accounts, we would
find that figure exeeeded considerably.

The Minister for Education: No,

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: I will fake the
assuranee of the leader of the House, but
the gum is a very large ome and if in plaee
of having to berrow this money and having
to pay interest at 6% per cent.

, The Minister for Education:
was borrowed at much less than that.
g0 high as siX per cent,

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Let vs take the
average then at five per cent, That would
be equal to £100,000 per annum. The pro-
fit that is made as we have secen from the
balance sheets iz neither here mnor there.
In many cases it is a loes in eonnection
with the enterprises. Even in these eoncerns
where a profit is shown, we take into ae-
ecount, as a proper actuary would do, the
full percentage whieh ie usually allowed for
depreciation and all the other deductions.

The Minister for Education. They are in-
ehided. ]

Hon. J. NICHOLSON:
understand has not been
the full extent.

Most of it
None

Depreciation I
written down to

Hon. J. Duffell: You would suggest 10
per cent.?
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: In some cases

more, but 10 per cent. would he required on
plant and machinery. If we took that into
account, we would find that some of these
concerns would not show the profit they
are credited with in the books. Would not
the eountry be better off by passing out en-
tirely these Btate enterprises? Why shorld
the State compete with ita own tzxpayerst
Tt is not right as Mr. Ewing pointed out to-
night.  The principle is wrong and every
right thinking man will admit it is wrong,
and a thing that is wrong in principle is
never beneficial either for. the ecountry or for
its people. Whilst we may gloat over a
small profit for the time being, that
profit is nothing as compared with the
harm and injury done to the country.
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State enterprises prevent that which we
are starving for, the intreduction of capi-
tal for the development of our great
resources and the opening up of our land.
We must have the benefit of capital to open
up our lards and the country, but we can
never get secondary industries established so
long as we have a Government here carrying
on State enterprises. If an industry be es-
tablished here, the man who embarks and
puts his money in it does not kmow at what
moment he will have the Goverument in as
lhis competitor, The Government ocenpy a
vely envious position, in that they can make
a loss and the taxpayer has te pay humbly
and blindly, whereas if a Qusiness is left for
development by private enterprise, the loss is
not that of the taxpayer, it is the losa of the
man who embarks in it with his eyes open,
Under these circumstances we are doing
wrong to continue State enterprises for one
nioment beyond the time that is necessary.
The Government should have taken an early
opportunity to try fto realise these invest-
ments, and by getting the eapital back they
would have been able to reduce the State’s
indebtedness. What I would commend to
them is that if they want te pursue a wise
policy, one which would bring far more te
the State than the few pounds of profit that
may be shown in the books, they should sub-
sidise the establishment of industries here.

The Minister for Education: We are do-
ing that.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I admit it is be-
ing done t¢ a certain extent, hut it is no use
in making an offer fo subsidise, and then on
the other hand establish or continue a State
enterprize. The only enterprizea we can get
the people to take up will he of a small
character which will never rise to snything
or be sufficient to absorb only a small
number of the ‘population we may want
to bring here. We want to see estab-
lished here all those industries which will
give employment to a big number of people.
If we are going to pursme a vigorous policy
of immigration, we must pursue also the
vigorous policy of establishing industries
which will absorb the immigrants who may
come here. There 18 only one other comment
which I propose to make to-night, and it is
to express my appreciation of the Govern-
ment in connection with a Bill which they
propose to introduce to assist the muniei-
pality of Perth to deal with its endowment.
lands. This Bill which is sought by the city
of Perth is a pood example of wise enter-
prise, and of an attempt to develop those.
lands of which there is such a wide area.
lying undeveloped and wnutilised at the pre-
sent time. T am glad to see that some effort
to utilise them is about to be made by the
city of Perth by means of thia Bill. At the
present time the city is quite unable, under
the Municipalities Act, to carry out the works:
which are essenftial in connection with this
land. T am sure that wherever any persom or
corporate body shows that admirable spirit
of. geeking to develop and open up its lands,
the greatest encouragement should be given:
to that person or body. I hope that the ex.
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ample set by the opening up of these par-
ticular lands near to the coast will reaet in
some¢ measure on other landa both north and
soutl, and render it possible for people to
Jjudge of the utility and possibilities of those
areas which, at the present time, are unocen-
pied. 1-think there is a future for mueh of
~ that land which at present is lying unused.
I can only reiterate what I have said in re-
gard to wy desire generally to see the State
prosper.. I ean onlf hope that the coming
year will show that the poliey which has been
suggested in various departments by the Gov-
ernment will be crowned with every success.
After the criticisms I have offered in a per-
fectly Iriendly aspirit and for the general

good, it is my intention to support the mo-
tion,

Hon, E. ROSE (South-West) [9.3]: It is
not my intention to dwell at any length on
what other members have teuched upon, My
memory is not good emough to carry me back
the distanece which some members have tra-
versed during the course of this debate. Some
members have sought to carry our minds
back almost to the time of Moges in the
bullrushes, That is too fir back for me to
ponder over or to revert to for eriticism
which would be of benefit to the House, It
is onr duty to do all we can to assist the
Giovernment with regard to the finances which
have been drifting so mueh to the bad in
the last few years. I regret very much that
the deficit coutinues to amount up and hope
that presently the upward tendency will be
arrested. There are many causes for the
deficit, one of which has not been touched
upon by members so far, namely, that so
many loans bave been floated by the Com-
monwealth, thus taking ecapital away from
Western Australia. At the pregent time
Western Australia is being called upon to
raise a loan of one million pounds, which
monsy will go out of the Btate and will not
benefit us in any way whatever, We shall
not get any taxation fromn that money and
therefore the Government will not.reeeive any
of the revenus to which they should be en-
“titled. Regarding the Governor’s Speech, we
read that the development of the north-
“western and far northern parts of the State
"is receiving attemtion. 1 congratulate Mr.
Miles on the way he has tackled this ques-
tion, ard on having spent so much time and
money to urge the claims of this portion of
the State. 1 congratulate the Government
on =zt last recognising that the North is
worthy of that attention which they are
‘paying to it. The leader of the House,
after visiting the Far North, must have come
to the conclusion that what we have been
trying to drill into the minds of people down
here for so many years is true. We have
tried for years past to explain to them that
in the Far North we have one of the richest
eountries in the world, if it weré only pro-
perly developed. Bat until recently little
notice has been taken of our assertions, Tf
the Miniater had happened o be in Xim-
berley country when it was first opened up, he
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would have had some cause for stating that
there were not the facilities that should be
provided to assist in the development of that
country, T am one of the piomeers of the
North-West who had to slave on the marsh
af Derby before there was any jetty, carrying
Lags of flour on my back and rolling bales of
wool on planks for 24 hours at a stretch—
there was no ecight hours of work in those
days. These are a faw of the difficulties
we had to contend with in the early days.
The Kimberley country was epened up in 1882
and not until nearly 40 years afterwards have
the Government recognised that we have there
one of the finest distriets which should re-
ceive atiention. I am pleased that Mr, Miles
has succeeded in drawing the attention, not
only of the Western Australian Government
but of the Commonwealth, to the faet that
that country is worth developing. 1 hope
it will not rest® there, but that the Govern-
ment will show in a practical way that they
are prepared to assist in its development.
Mr, Nicholson quoted a paragraph relating to
cotfon growing. We know that cotton can
be grown in the North-West, but it cannot
possibly be grown profitably unless cheaper
Jabour is available. Cheaper labour, as Mr,
Miles has pointed out fimes out of number,
is necessary to make the North the paradise
which it should he. The finances of the State
are going back every day. Why? One
reason 18 hecause in this vasi territory—our
State is the largest of any in the Common-
wealth-——it costs double or -treble for govern-
mental purposes what it costs other Statbes.
But if we had an adeguate population in the
North, we would be deriving more revenue
than we are and would be able successfully
to finance the State. In the North we have
good pastoral land, and we have land which
will grow tropical fruits to perfection if
only we can get the requisite cheaper labour.
The mineral wealth’of the North is unknown.
Only one or two centres have been
developed at alll If cheaper labour
were available, we would have thousands
and thousands of men in that country pro-
ducing minerals of all descriptions. With
reference to the iron deposit, I agree with
my colleague that we should deal with that
ourselves and should not allow it to go out
of the State. If the Queensland Govern-
ment can send their eoal to the North and
take our iron, why could unot we do like-
wise? We have coal at Collie, and surely
if it will pay the Queensland Government to
export their coal, it would pay us jost as .
well to bring the iron down to Collie or
Burnbury, whichever is the better cemtre, to
treat it. Why should we send our mineral
wealth te another state to be treated? We
have here men capable of carrying ont the
necessary worlk and all they need is an op-
portunity to do so. I do mot wish to dwell
on the North to any greai extent becaunse I
know Mr. Miles hag drilled well into the
minds of members, both inside of this House
and outside, what that part of the State is
capable of achieving. I assure the leader
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of the House that I appreciated the remarks
he made after returning from his visit to
the North-West, and I am sure that mem-
bers representing that part of the State also
appreciated them. 1 thank the Minister for
the interest he has taken in the North-West
and in the pioneers up there. Coming fur-
ther sonth, members could mnot fail to be
struck with the remarks of Mr. Nicholson
regarding the South-West ard its land. No
doubt we have sufficient land adjacent fo
our railways to earry thousands of people,
land whick is not being utilised at the pre-
sent time. In yesterday morning’s paper
there was an artiele getting forth that the
Government have found a new tferritory in
the Peel estate. Ever ginee T have been in
the House, I have tried to impress upon the
pregsent leader of the House, and also his
predecessor, the necessity for opening up
the land from Fremantle to Bunbury and
even down to Busselton. In that part of the
State we have thousauds of acres of land
capable of closer settlement, land which will
produce everything we in Western Australia
require, When we congider that we are im-
porting every year thousands and thousands
of pounds’ worth of produce, which we
should be producing here, and which we can
and will produce here in the course of time,
I would remind members that here is an-
other opportunity to arrest the growing
deficit and assist the finances of the State.
In opening np this country for closer settle-
ment, T congider “that the betterment system
should be introduced. Where railways have
been constructed by the Government, the
ownerg of the land benefited should pay
something in respect of the increased value
given to their land, because in dogens of
cagses such Iand has advanced in value by
100, 200, and even 300 per cent. Yet in tha
past the Government have derived ne bepe-
fit from this added valuwe. I have said be-
fore in thiy House that we should amend
our Land Aet somewhat on the lines of the
New Zealand Act. In New Zealand T be-
lieve it is the law that if the Government
require land for closer setilement purposes
they have power to resume it at the valua-
tion returned for taxation purposes, plus 10
per cent. It should be possible to resume
for closer settlement any land which is
not being utilised. This is more than ever
necessary at the present time when we have
s0 many men settling on the land and 3alk-
ing of pushing out into some almost un-
known regions. This land between Perth
and Busselton should be settled first of all.
The Government will have to go in for a
systematic drainage scheme. It will be of
no use half doing the job. The drainage
must be done thoroughly. The betterment
gystem should be applied to the drainape
scheme as well as to the railways. In the
past drains have been put dowan but they
have proved to be most unsatisfactory.
‘What we require is an engineer, who thor-
oughly understands drainage work, to go
right through that country and recommend
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what had best be done there. Between
Perth and Busselton there are thousands of
acres of wet, swampy land which, if drained,
would be eapable of carrying thousands of
farmers. We have only to look at the little
settlements like Harvey, Roeland, Burrekup,
and Waterloo, which until recently were
occupied by threc or four people. Fifteen
or 20 years ago Harvey was owned by one
man; to-day between J50 and 200 families
are settled on the same land. Burrékup was
owned by the late Mr. Venn and there are
now 100 families living on that estate. One
block was sold the other day for £50 an
acre, and it was bought by a man who was

born in the district and who knows tha
value of the land, If the land
ig drained or served by railways, the
betterment* tax should be imposed, so

that the land owners who benefit from
these works shall pay something to
the State for the expenditure involved.
We have the same class of land right through
to Busselton and on to the Margaret River—
some of the finest land to be found, on 10 or
20 aeres of which a living ean be made, It ig
well worth the Government’s while to see if
they caunot construct a light line of railway
through that land, as the late Lord TForrest
advocated many times. The land is capable
of producing all the butter and dairy produce
we require in Western Australia, and a sur-
plus for export in additien. Mz, Nicholson
says that we cannof get quickly enough the
people necessary to reduce the defieit, But
I say that if this land is opened up and see-
ondary industries sre developed, we shall in
five or gix years find our population inecreas-
ing by leaps and bounds. The secondary in-
dustries should be going at the same time az
the primary industries, becaunse the former
ought to work hand in hand with the latter.
We have, coming now, thousands of men who
are not suitable to go on the land, who are
not cut out- for farmers, but who would be
first class hands in the secondary industries,
I do not agree with hon. members who say
that we should have secondary industries in
the ecity., We have bad too much centraliza-
tion already. Secondary industries shonld be
started in the country—at Collie, for in-
stance, where coal is available for the indus-
tries, and also water. These industries should
be conducted on the co-operative principle,
and that would be one means of bringing
population to Western Auatralia and so re-
ducing the indebfedness, Collie coal, as Mr.
Ewing pointed out, has been for the last five
years the mainstay of Western Augtralia.
Had we not had Collie coal, where would our
raiiways and factories have been while coal
was bringing enormous prices all over the
world? Tt is a regrettable fact that Collie
coal has been run down by the Govern-
ment, who have condemned it for the rail-
ways. However, when it was not possible to

. get coal from overseas, the Government used

Collie coal for the railways, With our coal
and mineral wealth and timber and wool we
should certainly inerease our pepulation by
immigration mere than 1,000 per month. I



am glad to see from the Governor’s Speech
that so much has been done for soldier settle-
ment—

Good progress is being made in the work
of settling returned soldiers vpon the land.
The quota originally allotted to Western
Australia was 1650, but already uvpwards
of 5,500 .applications have been received.
Of these over 3,000 men have been settled,
whilst the balance—as they are approved
by the Board—are being accommodated
with land at the rate of aboiat fifty per
week. The advances made under the pro-
vigions of the Aet passed by Parliament
are proving adequate, and the returned sol-
diers are applying themselves te this mew
enterprise with the vigour and determina-
tion that distinguished .them in warfare.
Arrangements have been completed with
the Commonwealth Government wherchy
provision can be made for an unlimited
number of returned soldiers who may be
desirous of settling on the land.

I think the Government deserve great credit
for settling so many soldiers in the short
space of time the present Administration has
been at the head of affairs. It is only 12
or 18 months since the Mitchell Government
took office. At that time the settlemeut of
1,000 soldiers on the land in 12 months was
thought to be very good work indeed. DBut
the figures I have quoted show what can be
done by a man of axperience.
deserves great eredit for his efforts. No one
knows the country better than Mr. Mitchell
does, or is more anxions for its development.
He knows the State north and south and east
and west, is a practical farmer, and knows
what men can do and what land can produce.
I hope and trust that the present Premier will
long remain at the head of affairs, with his
eolleagnes, to continue their present work,
We all regret that the deficit has not stopped,
but takjng into econsideration the industrial
vnrest there has been I think the Govern-
ment have done very well to keep the deficit

down as much as they did. With regard to .

the South-West, we have great cause for
ecomplaints in some respects, not against the
present Government but against past Govern-
ments, Money éxpended on drzinage and ir-
rigation %chemes has certainly not been
spent to advantage. Who is to blame I
do not know, bnt the officers responsible
should bave been hauled over the coals,
The Harvey irrigation scheme is not a sue-
cess by any means. The setilers there have
been given merely an open drain, which is
far from being efficient, by reason of seep-
age and waste of water, The Harvey weir
ghould be taken over as a national concern,
and the Harvey settlers should not be asked
to pay sinking fund on it at all. This was
the first scheme of its kind in Western Auas-
tralia.- While the weir itself is a suceess,
the channels are nnt. Moreover. noxious
weeds are carried through the orchards by
the channels and these weeds will nrove very
difficult, to eradieate., The Brunswick State
far~ is an example of the dancer of open
chanre’s in this respect. At the Capel a
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drainage scheme was put in, and land was
sold with the promise of a really good drain-
age system. But the system has been found
useless: at times the whole of that country
becomes flooded, and there is not sufficient
outlet to carry the water off. The engineers
respounsible for the system, whoever they
were, should be taken fo task for recommend-
ing the work that has been carried cut. The.
(iollie water supply scheme was installed a
couple of years ago, with what result? Last
summer there was not a drop of water to
supply the town. There were millions upon
millions of gallons of water in the pools of
the river, enough to supply all Western Aus-
tralia, but the town of Collie was waterless.

* That water will have to be tapped in time.

There are pools in the Collie river deep emough
to float the ‘'Great Eastern.”’ If it had not
been for the agitation of the South-Western
residents there would have been wharves
alongside the Bunbury breakwater. The
residents could see what was coming. They
almost rammed it down the throat of the
Fngineer-in-Chief when he visited Bunbury
that the silting was so great that some mea-
aures must be taken to counteraet it. They
urged on him that it was alinost impossible
tv put the wharves on the breakwatcr, and
that it would be necessary to extend the jetty.
Bunbury has no cool storage facilities, as it
should have them, close to the shipping.
Neither has it any means of shipping wheat
except in the old-fashioned way, and the
present jetty will never be suitable for the
installation of big silos. Bunbury should in
time become a very large port for the ship-
ping of wheat and also fruwit. At present
the fruitgrowers in the distriet surrounding
Bunbury have to rail their fruit to Fre-
mantle, an extra distance of 120 miles. The
conference which is held annually in Bunbury
hag for the last four or five years made it a.
practice to dwell at length on the necessity
for providing smitable shipping acecommoda-
tion at that port. There is plenty of water,
and I think undoubtedly it is the Govern-
ment's duty to do everything possible to en-
courage the producers. It is a shame that
the people who are pioneering should be com-
pelled to pay extra railage on their produce.
As regards railway rates, we should go in
for what is known as the zone system, After
100 miles the railage should be much lesa
than it is now. By that means it would be
found possible to induce more pecple to
seitle on the land. The South-West is trying
to produce quite a number of things, and I
believe it will not be long befora Western
Australia will have the population that we
hope to see. The South-Western road boards
have for some time been agitating that the
Railway Commissioner should carry over his
lices the necessary material for making roads.
There is no road-making material available in
the distriet; it has to be brought over a dis-
tance of miles, and the cost of carting it by
teams is enormous. The Commissioner has
nromised to transport that material, and the
advantage of the lower cost of conveyance
will prove beneficial not only to the
settlers but also to the Railway Department,
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as it should be part of railway policy to see
that produce is brought to the railway line
at the cheapest possible cost. T lope the
Government will contince in office so that
they may carry out the policy enunciated in
the Goverpor’s Speech. In my opinion that
policy is entirely for the good of the coun-
_try, and if in three or four years the defteit
is not reduced considerably I shall be sur-
prised.

Hon. E. M, CLARKE (South-West) [9.29]:
In speaking on the Address-in-reply, the first
thing I have to say is that I am an ardent
. supporter of the Mitchell Government. It
may be contended that, Mr. Mitchell being
a Bunbury boy, the Bunburyites on that ze-
count regard. him as a wonderful Premier.
But let it be borne in mind that Bunbury
has produced two Premiers.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Three Premiers.

Hon, B, M, CLARKE: That is so.

Hon. J. Duffell:
birthplace.

" Hen. E. M. CLAREE: A gentleman once
said to me that I considered Bunbury to be
the hub of the universe. I told him that I did
not think Bunbury was the hub of the uni-
verse, but the universe ifself, The Mitchell
Government have promised to build two rail-
ways which were promised many years ago—
the Esperancé rtailway, and the railway from
Busselton to Margaret River. They are going
on with those works as soon as they ecan.
Mr. Mitchell, although not a brilliant speaker,
is 2 thinker and a worker, and should re-
ceive wide-spread support. I have heard
Labour members slating Mre. Mitehell, but
only in good humgur, and I am convineed
that they admire Mr. Mitchell. for the way
in which he is carrying on the affairs of the
Btate. Mr. Mitchell is keenly alive to all the
possibilities of the State. I will admit that,
years ago, when he was putting men far out
on the wheat belt, I did not quite approve
of his policy. However, these men have made
good out there, and the quantity of wheat
that has been and will be shipped from the
wheat helt is very considerable. The credit
for all this lies with My. Mitchell. Mr. Cun-
ningham said he was net quite satisfied with
the Arbitration Act. T never had much faith
in that Aet, partly for the reason that it was
unthinkable that the employer should be
punished while fhe worker went secot-free.
The Ae¢t should be amended by the elimina-
tion of the penal section., We have to bear in
mind that men are but human, and naturally
want the best they can get. We hear a great
deal abeut the cost of living, and no doubt
the way tbhat many people are living is costly.
It does not matter what wages are being
paid, the wage-earners will spend them, and
to a large extent needlessly. Consider all the
picture shows wé have. Are they essential
to life? Look at the thousands of pounds
spent on that class of useless entertainment,
Not only do the Labour men demand these
things, but the major portion of the com-
munity spend money needlessly. I have con-
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Remember, it is the

fidence in Western Australia. . Consider the
commodities we produce, not only for our
own wants but in most instances for export
also: wheat, fruit, meat, butter, wool, coal,
timber, and leather. There are a few things
whith we should be manufacturing, It may
be asked what is the reason why they are not
manufactured in Western Australia. When
in the O1d Country I suggested to some of the
factory people that they should come out
here and start factories, The wages question
and the question of strikes were put forward
at once. The great stumbling bleck is this
incessant industrial unrest.  With arbitra-
tion an admitted failure, we should have a

-round table talk between the employers and

the employees to see whether they comld not
arrive at some conglusion satisfactory to both.
At one time the Labour organisations would
not allow contract work. T remember getting
up very early one morning and going out
Roelands way. There were some. fellows he-
fore me on the road, with something on their
shoulders, It was not yet six o’clock in the
morning.  These fellows, I learned, were
potato diggers on contract work, They would
be at their work before six o’clock, and would
keep on until late in the evening. They were
earning up to 30s, a day. More power to-
them! We want more of that sort of thing,
A man should be paid for the work that he
does. Then let him do as much as he likes.
The fact of the matfer is that the dealer
does not consider so much what he gets on
one article as what he gets on his turnover.
The Labour organisations, too, should under-
stand tkat it is not so much what they get per
hour as what they get on their turnover, I
fail to see why, if a man c¢an earn 30s, a day
potato digging, he is not doing a fair thing
to himself and to the employer also. What
I cbjeet to is the slowing down. The em-
ployer cannot do without the employee, any
more than can the employee do without the
employer. We must go in for increased pro-
duction. T am convinced that if we could
get the employer and employee together both
would be satisfied. Among the Labour organi-
sations are some shrewd men., I should like
to have a talk with some of the leaders. We
must have unity. The two classes must work
together. Take a sheep owner who shears
his sheep. The fleece is sold possibly to a
firm in Australia who re-sell it to an English
firm, who sell it to a French firm who manu-
facture it into the best of caghmeres and re-
gell it to the British firm who in turn sell it to
an Anstralian firm who then sells it possibly
to the original grower. Why cannot we set to
work and manufacture all the raw materials
which we produce, manufacture them for our
own use, instead of sending them to the

J01d Country to be manufactured? I should

be only too happy to do anything I eould to
bring ahout a betfer feeling between em-
ployer and employee. The one cannot get on
without the other, What te my mind is
absolutely essential is the unity of. brains,
capital, and musele. Without smeh unity we
can do nothing, I hope in the near future
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the Labour organisations and the employers
will meet together and bring about sach a
state of affairs that Western Australia will
become one of the most wealthy countries on
the face of the earth.

On motion by Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.40 p.m. -

Aegislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 81st August, 1920.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—SOLDIER SETTLERS,
CLEARING OPERATIONS.

Mr. STUBBS asked the Premier: 1, Is be
aware that many returned soldiers settled
east of the Great Southern Railway, in the Lake
Grace-Kulin area, are experiencing great diffi-
culty in their clearing operations--owing to
the absence of suitable machinery$¥ 2, If ro,
would it not be possible for the Government
to procure f{raction engines and rolling plant,
to be hired to these settlers at a reasonable
rental, in order to assist them in their op-
erations?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No, except for
diffieulty in seeuring labour. 2, No. The
Department’s policy is to encourage the clear-
ing of forest land in preference to scrub
country.

QUESTION—MINISTERS! TRAVELLING
EXPENSES.

Mr. GREEN asked the Premier: What

have been the {ravelling expenses for each

Minister and each Honorary Minister for the

363

year ended the 30th of June, 19020—(a)
Amount of expenditure ineurred by each Min-
ister named? (b) Detfails of expenditure in-
curred ¥

The PREMIER replied: This information
will take some time to ecompile, but a return
will be prepared and laid upon the Table of
the House,

QUESTION—CHILD IMMIGRATION,
Mr. O’LOGHLEN (for Mr. Munsie)} asked

. the Colonial Seeretary: 1, How many children

is Mr. Fairbridge preparing to bring from
England? 2, What is their average age? 3,
What assistance, if any, are the Government
granting in fares and maintenance?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
200. 2, From eight to nine years. 3, Fare,
£6 per child for 150 children and mainten-
angs at the rate of 4s. per day.

QUESTION—LOYAL CITIZENS’
MEETING.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is it the intention of the Police De-
partment to proceed with the prosecution of
those persons whose names were taken by the
police for their disgraceful conduet at a meet-
ing of loyal citizens, beld in the Queen’s
Hall on the afternoon of Sunday, 22nd Aug-
ust? 2, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR MINER replied: 1,
The matter has been referred to the Crown
Law Department. 2, Answered by No. L.

QUESTION—WHEAT, AUSTRALTAN
CONSUMPTION.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Préemier: 1, Has
his attention been drawn to the following
extract from the Commonwealth Debates of
the 4th August, 19209—

Wheat Pool.—Allotment for Australian
Consumption. Senator Wilson asked the
Vice-President of the Executive Couneil,
upon notice: 1, Was a contract entered-
into with the wheat pools fer wheat for
home consumption? 2, How was the pur-
chased wheat allotted to the Statest 3,
What date was the contract entered inte?
4, Who signed the agreement, and on whose
bebalf? Senator Ruseell: The answers
are: 1, 2, and 3, On and prior to 2lst
November, 1919, certain mills in Queens-
land, and also the Governments of the
States of Tasmania and New South Wales,
made application to the Australian Wheat
Board for supplies of wheat for flour for
local consumption; and, in the case of New
South Wales, for certain limited export.
The Board decided that the application
should, on ecertain conditions, be acceded
to, and that the Government constituents
of the Board should be invited to reserve
the neceszary supplies at the price for the
time being determined as the price for



