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try, Western Australia will before long get
out of her financial difficulties. We will, I
hope, continue to prodirce more and more
and be able to induct people to come here
by the very attractions which we will be
able to offer them, and will thnus succeed in
building up a State second to none in
Australia.

On motion by Mr. Foley debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.2 p.n
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Ninth Day.
Debate resumed from 26th August.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
f4.36j: f t is not my intention to deal with
the question of ifnanee. It is well known
that we hare a deficit of Sver four million
pounds. That in itself should be sufficient
to set bon. members thinking, and to force
the Government to do something in the direc-
tion of making the revenue and expenditure
conic more closely into line. I was struck
hy the following paragraph in H1is Excel-
lency 's opening speech-

'In common with every other country in
the civilised world Western Australia is
faced with grave problemis of reconstrue-
dion following upon the disturbances of
trade, commerce, and industry during the
war. My advisers, however, because of the
ability of the State to produce in abnn&
ance man~y of the things of which the
world is most in need, feel that the pro-
spects are encouraging and that vigour,
enterprise, and good will amongst the peo-

pie are alone necessary to replace the aME
terial losses of war and to inaugurate
period of expansion.

I agree that it is essential to have good wil
amiongst the people. During the last fiv
years we have had a world war, from whic
ire have been led to believe we issued seesk
ful. Still, it must be realised that there
not that measure of good will obtaininj
tliroughont. the country which is necessary t
'bring about the best possible results fo
Australia. We have had a number of indul
tr-ial disputes. In that we are not aloin
Throughout the civilised world there hay
been industrial disputes of great magnitud(
We in Australia are rather fortunate in hm
ing had so few of these disputes. We hay
had our strikes, even here in Western Ant
tralia; but after nil, when we take into cor
sitleration the reasons that force the worker
into revolt against the conditions under whip,
they work, we see that they are not *withou
justification. Among those reasons we hay
the heavy increases in the cost of livinj
ivhicli are in themselves sufficient to fore
the workers to demand, dot only niore mone]
but improved conditions. If the Government
of. Australia are prepared to allow pricest
continue increasing, and thereby reducin
the standard of living, it follows that th
workers, in defence of the standard they ha
attained in 1914, must' -fight for the retex
tion of that earlier achievement. We hay
cur Arbitration Court;, but I think sufficier
has been said during the last few monthst
show that, after all, those courts have nc
proved the success which, a few years agc
many of us hoped they would. Personal]
I believe in the principle of arbitration ft
the settlement of industrial disputes;.. but
.irn faced with the fact that the efforts o
the workers to get to the court have bee
combatted so forcibly by the employers thr
it has takea Months, sometimes even year,
for the workers to reach the court. Th
worker is out to retain the standard of li-
lag which he had attained in 1914. If h
were not -prepared to fight for that standar
he would not be worthy of the name of inas
Workers to-day realise that it is necessar
that they should combine in an endeavourt
bring about such a state of affairs as wi
enable-~the bread-winner and his wife an
children to live in a reasonable standard o
comfort. He must hare food end clothiss
and housing, and sufficient to enable himt
educate his children. That is what the wonl
ers are desirous of obtaining to-day. The
also realise, that they are hard put to it t
combat the actions of the profiteer in fuon
Ing uip the cost of living. That is one of ti
causes of industrial unrest, namely, the iT
creased price of necessary commodities, whic
has reduced the purchasing power of mone,
and consequently the standard of living whle
the worker has enjoyed in the past. As
result the worker is forced to take whatsve
action he deems necessary to establish hi
claims. If it is desired to bring about
better state of affairs the employers must d
something in the direction of meeting tli
wishes of the workers. It is much to be r(
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gretted that in the past the employers hive
placed so many obstacles in the way, of the
workers getting their cases before the Arbi-
tration Court. Every facility should be
given for the bringing of a ease before the
court. Then, when the case has been heard
and the award delivered, if the workers are
still dissatifled, a better feeling can easily be
brought about by negotiations between both,
parties; but so long as the employbra are
prepared to fight the workers every inch of
the way, we sheall have a great deal of in-
dustrial unrest.

lion. J. Duffel]: Do you not think that
better results could be attained if we had
wages boards instead of Arbitration Courts?

lHon, J, CUNININGHAM: No, but I think
the Arbitration Act could be amended to
meet the wishes of the workers and render
it easier for them to secure awards more
promptly. That is one of the great griev-
ances against the Arbitration Act. I am
not prepared to say that we can abolish
indiistrial unrest altogether, or reduce it to
any extent. After all, the worker, on the
one hhnid, is out to get as much as pos-
sible for his labour. On the other hand, we
know from experience that the employer is
out to secure his labour at the cheapest pos-
sible rate. Those nre the two interests that
are operati 'ng. The workers deaire to get
more money and better conditions of em-
ployment, and the employer is after in-
creased profits and cheaper labour, No
doubt that is quite a legitimate aspiration so
far as the employer is concerned. We can-
not do away with industrial unrest, but we
can simplify the eettlement of disputes by
an amendment of our Arbitration Acts, both
State and Federal. If the opponents of the
Labour movement and of the unions in this
State will only give the matter due consider-
ation, I feel confident a. better feeling will
result and no doubt a greater measure of
prosperity be brought to Western Australia.

Hon. J. Duffell Would you make the
awards final and binding, for all parties?

Ron. 3. CUNNINGHAM: I am coming
to that. I1 have been considering the ques-
tion of arbitration for some considerable
time, and have come to the conclusion that it
would be beneficial both to the employer and
employee if we struck out the* penal clauses
in connection with our Arbitration Court. If
we had a system of arbitration that would
enable both sides to go to the court, set
f orth their case and get an award, and then
place the facts bef ore the country, that
would be sufficient to bring about enforce-
went of the award, the general public hav-
ing a strong influence upon the settlement of
industrial disputes- Once the facts were
made known, and the evidence placed before
the public, and the public became posessed
of it, in the event of a dispute, the public
could then see' which side was, in its
opinion, doing the right - thing when en
agreement was repudiated. Th~e penal clauses
of the Arbitration Act in the past have bean
most irritating to industrial unionism in Aus-
tralia. I have come to the -conebusion that

for the purpose of bringing about a greater
measure of industrial peace, it would be as
well to wipe out the penal clauses alogether.
Both the employer and employee would then
know that the award would have to be en-
torced by the opinion of the public, in ac-
cordance with the evidence submitted on
which' an award had been based. I desire to
refer to a paragraph in the Speech dealing
with the mining industry. This says-

The position - of the mining industry
which has played, and is playing, so big A
part in the affairs of the State-is oc-
casioning my Advisers serious considera-
tion. Difficulties have arisen amongst the
mines chiefly responsible for the State's
large gold pro duction. The exploitation of
the lower levels of these mines has been
attended by iucreased costs and lower
values, whilst the scarcity of labour and
the shortage of -and high price of fuel are
causing anxiety.

On the question of the scarcity of labour, it
is perhaps well 'known in Western Australia
that men engaged in the mining industry .for
a number of years past are doing their best
to get out of the industry. The conditions
uinder which they labour are such that men
find after a few years, that their health is so
impaired that, in their own interests and those
of their families, they deem it necessary to
get out of the industry as early as possible.
That is one of the factors responsible for the
scarej 'ty of workers in the- industry. I hiare
previously pointed out that it is only neces-
sary, to go to the Woorolno Sanatorium and,
have a chat with the miners there to realise
to the full the dangers they have been Rah.
j.?ted to, -Aed the awful position of men who

have followed mining as an occupation for
o iy a few years. I1 notice that the Mine
Workers' BRelief Fund have recently got iuto
touch with Dr. Haldane with a view to find-
ing out of it is possible to extract dust from
the lungs, after it has got there. I am not.-
so ebuicerued about getting the dust out of
the men Is lungs as I am of opinion that
once the dust has penetrated the lungs of a
miner, it is impossible to get it out. A few
years ago I rend a report of Dr. Summers in
reference to an investigation made into conk-
dition' s appertaining et Bendigo. He pointed
out that the only known process of getting
dust out of the lungs of a man was, after
death, to cremate the lungs and wash the
ash off into a dish, when small particles of
quarts would remain in the dish whilst the
burnt fibres of the lung would be washed
away. .1 am, however, concerned about the
lack of attention on the part of the Govern-
ment, and the fact that they do not do some-
thing in the direction of preventing the in-
halation. of dust, as I believe can be done.
During the war, when the enemy started
using poison gas, every science was brought
to bear upon this, with the result that gas
masks were brought into use by the war
authorities of Great Britain. In Western
Australia for years past our miners have
had to rely upon the old respirator. Most
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lion, members know what that is. It is a
contrivance commonly used in mines and in
quarries, or wherever dust it created. The
miners -are not satisfied with this and do not
seem to like using it. It is not suitable, and
is very uncomfortable to wear. I am of
opinion that something could be done by the
Governument in bringing into use an im-
proved respirator in our mines. A respirator
is an apparatus to prevent the inhalation of
'dust. Nothing has been done, however, al-
though the matter has been brought up on
several occasions. It was brought before a
mining conference in Kalgoorlie three years
ago, bat up to date nothing has -been done
to offer any reward for designing and in-
venting an improved respirator. If we can
only briffg about some preventive 'Measure's
that will eliminate the inhaliatiun of dust,
we shall be doing something that will be in
the interests of the~ men who are working in
our mining industry. It should not be Sur-
prising to hon. members and those connected
with the. industry to find a scarcity
of labouir. Men have awakened to the
fact that mining is a dangerous
occupation. Apart from the dangers of
inhaling dust, there is also the big
probability of inhaling tubercula-r germs.
U~nder our present system we allow a
healthy miner and a consumptive miner to
work in a confined space underground, in
erosscuts and drives and in stoping and
many other directions in which the men are
employed. There is no medical test. Men
who have been working in an industry for
years, and have contracted consumption, are
allowed to work underground -with healthy
men. The result is that sooner or later the
healthy man must necessarily contract
tuberculosis. It is hard to say how this
can he avoided when we allow such a state
of affairs to exist. Some two or three years
ago a request was sent to the then Minister
for Mines that something should be done
with a view to having tubercular medical
examinations, for the purpose of taking
from underground work altogether men
suffering from tuberculosis. That was only
The right thing to do. In connection with
the Mine Workers' Relief Fund, in the
event of an applicant being found to- be
suffering from tuberculosis, the officials of
the fund get into touch with the health
authorities. On the train which brings the
applicant down to the Wooroloo Sanatorium
a compartment is set aside for him, and the
individual is kept ent-irely apart from the
travelling public. The health authorities
realise that it is a case dangerous to the
public helath, and the public are safe-
guarded by the man being placed in a
separate compartment. Whilst all these
precautions are taken in these case;, men
are continually going down in our mines to
mix anid work with healthy miners, although
they themselves are suffering from con-
sumption. These are some of thesthiags
which are forcing men out of the mining
industry, They are not prepared to con-

tinue to work in an industry which will
jeopardise their health in this way. This
is n matter which the Government should
inquire into. It is no good blaming past
Governments for not having dealt with the
question. Years ago we did not know so
miuch abbut consumption and the causes of
fibrosis, silicosis or pneumonieosis. It is
only during recent years that the matter
has been brought home to us, To-day we
know the dangers connected with under-
ground work on mines. Without trying to
blame anyone in the past, if there is any
blame attachable, or throwing the blame
upon any past Premier or Minister for
Mines or mines representative, we should
drop this altogether, and ask the -present
Government and the present Minister for
Mines to take such action as will prevent
such a state of affairs existing any longer..
If we want extra labour for our mining
industry we must do something to improve

he conditions under which the men work.
I remember that only three or four.-years
ago there was a campaign on the goldfields
for the purpose of combating the dust
nuisance. It was pointed out then that by
the application of water through a 'water
jet or spray the dust nuisance could be
mininised. 'So far as dry boring is con-
cerned, dust could also be minimised by the
use of the spray, and killed at the seat of
origin by that means. That agitation has
been kept going, but I think very little has
been done and the system is not yet perfect.
There is great room 'for improvement itt the
direction of killing the dust in our mine;,
kud safeguarding the health of the miners.
I was disappointed with the list of Bills
outlined in the Speech. Knowing that for
the last five years Parliament has done
nothing to amend our industrial legislation,
I thought that on this occasion the Govern-
ment would bring forward proposals with
this object in view. Take the Workers'
Compensation Act. Mr. Dodd made refer-
ence to the amount payable weekly under
that statute. The imount is £22 per week in
the event of an accident. That sum was
fixed when living was 40 per cent, cheaper
than it is to-day. Only recently a case came
under my notice where a man lost the sight
of both eyes as the result of a mining acci-
dent. Of course he was entitled to the
-maximum of £400. That is, he was prepared
to go on drawing £E2 per week until the
£400 was exhausted. Re had ,a wife and
three children and £2 was not of much use
to him. The result was that he had to make
overtures to the insurance company with a
-view of getting a lump sum. That was
effected but only after the insurance com-
pany had prevailed upon the worker
to such an extent that he was prepared to
forego '25 of the maximum amnount. The
unfortunate man would have been prepared
to accept the whole amount in weekly pay-
ments. if those weekly instalments had been
sufficient to enable him to live on them.
But he had to consider his wife and family.
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The amount not being enough he wag
obliged to accept the maximum less £2.5
which was deducted by the insurance coos-
pany. The same thing applies in ceinuection
with other accidents. enumerated in the
second schedule of the Act. I know also
of a case where a man lost the sight of his
only eye, and also received bodily injury.
Eleven years ago, as the result of an acci-
dent, he was unfortunate enough to lose the
sight of one eye and the more recent acci-
dent resulted in the loss of the sight of the
second eye. This man is rec~eiving £2 per
week and he has a wife and a house full
of children. That sum of money is
nothing like sufficient to enable all those
people to live, and they are having
a bad time. The insurance companies
have been approached, but they are not
satisfied as to whether they should pay
for the loss of the sight of one or of both
eyes, and for the bodily injuries as well.
The outcome of this will be that this man
will have to receive help under the Comn-
monwealth Pensions Act. I would also like
to mention the ease of a mian who met with
an accident in 1914. He had his shoulder
broken, his right hand broken, and the
fingers of his :1stt hand blown off. That am
was paid ;£2 per week until the maximum
amount of £400 was exhausted. He went to
the Edinburgh infirmary and what little
money he had soou disappeared in medical
payments. He returned to Western Australia
where he met with the injury, and up to the
present time has been seeking employment
without success. That man to-day is striv-
ing to work his passage back to Scotland on
a steamer. I am just quoting these cases to
show how those workers in the great gold
mining industry who are unfortunate enough
to meet with accidents are treated by the
community. This kind of thing is going on
day after day and, as; Mr. Dodd has pointed
out, the sum of £2 is totally inadequate when
we remember that the cost of living is 40 per
cent, dearer to-day than it was when the Act
was passed. We have done nothing whatever
in the direction of amending the Workers
Compensation Act. Then there is the ques-
tion of the definition of ''worker.'' Men
who are working on contract on the gold-
fields and who earn anything over £300 are
not ''workers'' within the mneaning of the Act.
The employers naturally are desirous of con-
tinuing the contract system, and the am
who accept that class of work are con-
tracting themselves out of the provisions of
the Workers Compensation Act. There is no
effort at all being made to bring those men
within the meaning of the Act. A man who
is earning anything under £300 is a ''worker"
within the meaning of the Act, but let him
earn anything over that amount and he' is
out .of it altogether. The leader of the
House should realise that it is essential that
the Act should be amended, and I am rather
surprised, knowing as, I do the active in-
terest taken in mining matters by the Minis-
ter f or Mines, that there should be no refer-

ence whatevii in the Governor's Speech to
any proposal to amend the Workers' Com-
pensation Act. Neither is it intended appar-
ently to do any-thing in the direction of
amending the Mines Regulation Act. A few
years ago an honest effort was made to
amend that statute in the interests of the
health of the miners engaged in the industry,
but nothing is now proposed, at any rate this
does not appear in the programme of the
Government. There is in the Goeno'
Speech a reference to a proposed amendment
to the Mining Act, but no mention whatever
is made about the Mines Regulation Act.

The Minister for Education: I think it is
mentioned.

Hon. J. CUTNNINGHfAM: No. It is a
matter that should be dealt with as early
as possible. Nothing can be done in the
direction of improving the health of the
miners until an amendment of the Mines
Regulation Act is brought into force. Any
ameunment which will have the effect of ima-
proving the conditions under which the miners
are working will tend to greater efficiency.
.1 san pleased that it is proposed to introduce
an amendment to the Factories Act this
session. I desire to endorse the remarks
made by Mr. Stewart when he deat with
the flotation of mining properties. It seems
to mec that Parliament should do something to
safeguard mining interests in this State. We
know what has taken place during the last
six months on the goldfelds, and I am pre-
pared to say that after the boom fizzles out,
it will take some years for Western Australia
to retrieve her position. Company promoters
were allowed to come along and take up salt
bush or mulga flats without the semblance
of a lode or reef on them and foist them on
to an unsuspecting public. How is that
going to do the mining industry any good?9
As a matter of fact it will do the mining
industry in Western Australia a considerable
amount of harm, and it will take the State
years to live down what has taken place
during the past five or six months, so far
as the Eastern goldflelds are concerned. I
endorse the remarks made by Mr. Stewart.
I certainly think the wild cat flotations should
be dealt with by the Government and mining
given a fair trial. I know It is a hs~rd matter
to control because nothing whatever should
be done to retard the development of mining
leases. I think, however, an effort should be
made to safeguard the interests of the people
who are prepared to put their money into
mining investments in the State.

Hon0. J. EWING (South-West) [5.10]: 1
desire to extend to those new members who,
have been elected to this House a cordial
welcome, and at the same time to express
regret at the loss of old friends who have
been defeated by those members. The de-
feated gentlemen were very nieful members
in this House and we all regret that they
are not here now, much as we appreciate the
advent of their successors. I am pleased,
however, that three old members have been
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Cre.'ed Mr. Duffell, Mr. Kirwan, and Mr.

Hon. J. Nichiolson: What about me?
Where do. I come inI

Hon, J. EWING. I beg the hion. mem-
ber 's pardon for excluding him. I am de-
lighted that my old friend and colleague Mr.
Clarke succeeded in weathering the storm
It is gratifying indeed to think that after
18S years of faithful anad efficient service the
people of the South-West showed their ap-
preciation by re-electing him. I am g1l to
know he has the confidence and the affetion
of the people of the South-West. It has beeni
said at various times that the debate on the
Address-in-reply is so much waste time and
that we should abandon it and go straight
to business. I do not hold that opinion, I
feel that we would be the poorer if we had
not heard the views of Mr. Dodd, for in-
stance, on social questions, Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom on education, and the views of other
lion, members. The Minister for Education,
I am sure, will be pleased indeed to answer
the criticism of the hon, members who hare
contributed so much to the debate: With
reference to the Goi-erudr's Speech, Mr.
Cunningham has drawn attention to what.
appears to me also to be a most important
paragraph in that Speech, tie paragraph
which appeals to the people to assist by their
rigour, enterprise and goodwill to inaugu-
rate a period of expansion. All would be
well in Western Australia, and in fact
throughout the world, if we had vigour, en-
terprise and goodwill. So far as Western
Australia is concerned let us look at our

minin, our pastoral, our agricultural, our
timber and other industries, and ask whether
o'- not rigour and enterprise are being shown
in their development. I should say yes, and
I think also that commercial men in West-
era Australia were never more keen than
they are at the present time. Only one
thing, however, is lacking-goodwill. We
aUl remember the memnorable occasion when
the Armistice was declared and when rejoic-
ing was taking place throughout the length
and hreadth of the world at the war having
come to an end. There was goodwill ap-
parent everywhere, a goodwill which was the
outcome of the termination of the war, a
terrible struggle which had been going on
for some years. Everything then augured
well for the future. We were all rejoicing
because we were satisfied that peace and
goodwill would exist amongst the peonle.
That goodwill existed at that time. Why
should it not exist now when we need it to
overcome the difficulties which are facing us
as the result of the war. W 'e need goodwill
to rehabilitate this great country of ours.
Unfortunately, however, it does not exist.

Hon. J_. W. Hieckey: What is the reason$

Hon. J. EWING: I might quote "'Peace
bath her victories; no less renowned than
-war." The victories of the war were mosr.
apparent, but the victories of peace appear
to me to be somewhat nebulous at the pre-
sent time. We hope, however, that the clouds

,Yilpass by and that goodwill will exist
amongst the people.

Hon. J. IV. Hickey-. Why does it not
exist?

Hon. J. EWING: The period of re-con-
struction is almost as difficult as the period
of war. During the war production was
hampered and industries were brought to a
standstill, and the whole of the ingenuity
and energy of mankind was directed to-
wards destruction. At the present time we
have to re-construct our many industries, and
place our people in the positions they occu,
pled prior to the war. The process of re-
construction has brought about two evil ele-
mets-the profiteer and the extremist. The
profiteer is a man who takes advantage of
the position created by the war by selling
to the people manufactured goods at prices
which are abnormal. These goods, before
reaching the hands of the people, pass
through the intermediate man who must have
his profit before the goods finally go to the
worker, and it is almost impossible for the
worker to live. We all realise that this is
the outcome of the actions of those who have
industries in the old country within their
grasp. r do not think this applies so much
to the retailer or to the small 'merchants in
Western Australia, or, for that matter, in
any other part of Australia. 'Now whet have
we. done to meet the position? Leg-islation
has been passed. In this House last session
we passed a Prices Regulation Bill, hut that
has not overcome the difficulty and, in other
parts of the Commonwealth and indeedl
throughout the world, the difficulty has not
heen ov'ercomne. It seems impossible by legis-
lation to reduce the cost of living. 'Legisla-
tion may help in that direction, but it will
not carry us to the stage where the poorer
classes of the people will be able to procure
the necessaries of life which ought to be
within their means. We therefore must look
to other methods to overcome this difficulty.
The high cost of living leads to increased
wages being demanded and paid; industries
become more difficult to control and carry
on, and we cannot produce commodities at a
price which will enable us to compete in the
markets of the world. The only way to meet
the position is to encourage all these people
who hare capital to expend to come to this
State and invest it in our primary and sec-
onidary industries, and thereby produce suffi-
cient of these necessary commodities to intro-
duce the element of competition and thus
load to a reduction in prices.

Hon. J. Duffell: Greater confidence must
exist than actually does exist to-day.

Hon, 3. EWING: The old law of supply
and demand will be the greatest factor in
reducing the cost of living, just as it has
been the greatest factor in years gone by-
Unless we have production going on, and
people competing one against another 'and
thus reducing the prices of commodities, we
can hope for no success. We must encourage
people with money to home to Western Aus-
tralia and invest it, giving them absolute
security for their investments, and ensuring
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that such conditions obtain industrially as
will enable them to invest their money and
get a fair reward for it. If we do. this we
shall soon have extra production, which in
time will lead to a reduction in the cost of
living, and will place the workers and the
other people of this State in a relatively
better position than they are in to-day. The
extremist element is one that all people
dread to see in existence. I think Russia is
the great exemplification of the extremist
element. After the Russian people had over-
come what they considered to be anl auto-
erotic government, and when the Czar was
dethroned and finally killed,' a group of men,
men who were working not in the interests
of the world or in the interests of peace or
on constitutional lines, took the government
of the country into their own hands, and what
did they do? They preached lawlessness and
cemnmitted murders and atrocities, and over-
awed the people, and that is the 'position
which has obtained in Russia ever since Czar-
dom wa overthrown,

Hon. F. A. Eaglin: The people of Rus-
sia approved of that.

Hon, J. EWING. To my mind that is the
position in Russia to-day. Those people have
set an evil example to the world, and it will
take years and years to overcome the diffi-
culties. and the troubles they have created.
In Russia things are now changing some-
what. There is not so much confidence in
those who have preached the gospel of dis-
content and the gospel of destruction, and
the gospel of overawing the workers, and who
have become the greatest autocratic power
the world has ever known. There is more
misery in Russia amongst those unfortunate
people to-day than ever in the history of that
great countryL.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: What is your au-
thority for that statement?

Hon. 3. EWING: We read much of the
preaching of this extremist doctrine in Eng-
land, in America, and in Australia, but I say
thank God the Australian. Labour party, of
whom I have' always thought very highly,
are not associated with those extremists. I
wish to read to the House the report of
a speech made by the Labour Premier of
New South Wales. It is a splendid thing to
find in Australia a man who is -willing and
anxious to uphold constitutional government
in the way Mr. Storey, by his utterances,
assures us. he intends to do.

lHon. E. H. Harris: He ought to be about
due for expulsion by this time.

Hon. J1. EWTIG:- I am sure that this re-
port will be highly edifying to members, be-
cause it shows what a splendid party the
Australian Labour party is, provided it is
guided by men of the calibre of the present
Labour Premier of New South Wales. The
report appeared in the "West Australian"
of the 24th August, and reads--

In the course of a, considered statement
made to-night the Premier (Mr. Storey)
emphatically rebuked the extremists of
both the Trades and Labour Council and
the I.W.W. section of Labour supporters

in this State. He said: "'I have been re-
viewing various 'sensational reports relat-
ing to the go-slow policy outlined by Mr.
Garden, the utterances of one Donald
Grant in the Domain, and the endorsement
by the A.L.P. of the British Labour
Party's attitude respecting the war be-
tween Russia and Poland. Regarding the
go-slow episode directed against deporta-
tions by the Commonwealth Government1
these bear the impress of Mr. Garden, and
they are the impress of foolishness, the
mere braying of an ass. Mr. Garden knows
quite well that the deportations right or
wrong, are at an end, and that like Don
Quixote, he is tilting at -windmills. Shadow
sparring is not in it with this valiant string
of threats against something that does not
exist. As to go slow decisions they are
equally to be (lasregarded. Does Mr. Gar-
den think for a moment that industrial
men on piece-work, such as shearers,
boilermakers,'miners, and others, are going
to reduce their incomes, just to acconuno-
date the fancies of his disordered brain! I
have great faith in the working man of
Australia, and I don't think he will allow
himself to be led astray by wilful and law-
less schemes which, if carried to their log-
ical,' conclusion, would bring the State
down in ruin, with hinmself buried under-
neath. As. to the wild and fantastic
vapoyrings; of Donald Granlt, I -repudiate
them utterly, and I think it can be safely
said also that they are the negation of the
feeling of the Australian Labour party.
Grant must have found prison a very snug
and habitable place and it is quite evi-
dent that he wants to get back, and that
in order to make quite sure that his
friends shall not have the shadow of an
excuse for getting him Ait a second time,
he wants to qualify for permanent resi-
dence. I shall not put any difficulties in
Mr. Grant's way if he desires to return. I
have said again and again that I anm an
uncompromising constitutionalist. I be-
lieve in upholding constitutional govern-
ment and I am convinced that isn any-
British self-governing community the
majority of the people can get all the re-
forms they want in a perfectly ordered
way. 7

Hon. A. H. Panton: I suppose you are
aware that Garden is an es-parson.

Ron. J. EWING. I do not know what he
is-

Hon. A. H. Pantoiif That acaunts for it.
Hon. J. EWING: I am sure the leader of

the House, the people of Australia, and I1
might add, the people of the world, will find
these words most encouraging. If the Aus-
tralian Labour party are going to follow
those lines, I say long may they live, Op-
posed though I am to the Labour party in
politics, I' am not opposed to the Labour
Premier 's utterances which I have just read
to the House. Those utterances are really
fine, and bring nearer to realisation that
goodwill which we are so often told is es-
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sential for the establishment of the happi-
ness and prosperity of out people. Touching
the question of finanee, it must he recognised
that in the United Kingdom, notwithstand-
ing the huge war expenditure incurred, a
most wonderl recovery is being made. There
is no doubt about the position so far as the
British Government are concerned. They are
making people pay from the profits made
out of the war,' and it* is a fine thing that
they are able to get -at those profits. The
result will be that the United Kingdom will
soon be in the best position financially of
any -of the nations of the World.
England has always been the hub of
the universe, it has always been the country
in which money was available to establish
industries, not only in States like this but
throughout the world. And to-day we. see her
making a mnarrellously rapid recovery, and
members must know that when England is
well, all is well with Western Anstralia. If
we look to the Commonwealth of Australia,
we find that the Federal Government, too,
have been put to very considerable expendi-
ture as an outcome of the war. Again and
again I have stated on the public platform
and I repeat it here, that it matters not what
the cost of the war was, the people of Aus-
tralia cheerfully found all the money .neces-
sary. And they would do so again should
such another contiugency arise. They are
also quite willing to find all the moneL neces-
sary for the repatriation and settlement of
our soldiers on the land or in their ordinary
avocations of life. ' It matters not whether
20 millions, 30 millions, 50 millions, or 100
millions of money is necessary, the people of
Australia will make sacrifices to raise this
money so that the soldiers who fought for us
shall receive the best consideration and the
best help we can'give them. But while the
people- of Australia are willing to find all
this money for these laudable purposes, tbhey
are not so willing to find money to meet the
extravagances of the Comamoniwealth Govern-
ment. The leader of the House knows well
that the Commonwealth have established in.-

-the various States departments that are quite
unnecessary. If the leader of the House
uttered what is in his mind, he would tell us
that the State could well carry out many of
the activities which are now being undertaken
by the Federal Government. There is no
necessity whatever for all the duplication
which has been introduced in regard to the
Savings Bank, the sub-Treasury, and other
things of that kind. Most of this expenditure
could have been avoided and should have
been avoided, and, if it had been avoided,
Western Australia would have been in a far
better position 'to-day. Positions that are
quite unnecessary are being created by the
Commonwealth -and, so far as I can judge,
the Federal Government are working as hard
as they possibly can to usurp the functions of
the State and do us injury. Not only is
money being expended in this way and abso-
lutely wasted, money which might be use-
fully employed by the Commonwealth or the

States, but the Federal Government are
usurping our powers of taxation. The Trea-
surer knows that be has few avenues of taxa-
tion, and that everything the Federal Gov-
ernment can grasp, right down to the last
pound and shilling, is being taken by thein in
order to find the necessary funds to carry on
in the very extravagant manner to which I
have referred. It seems to me that the
Federal Government have made up their
minds to force unification upon the people of
Australia. I am totally opposed to unifica-
tion. I wish to see giate rights maintained.
We want to govern ourselves as we are
governing ourselves at present. In my
opinion the Federal Government are putting
all these difficulties in the way and taking
from us all the money they can and usurp-
ing all our positions so that the States will,
in a few years, become mendicant and will
have to go cap in hand to the Federal Gov-
ernument and say, ''Take us over."I Thus by ap-
plying to the several States the methods they
are adopting at the present time, they will
compel the recognition of unification and may
even bring it into operation quicker than we
suspect. We should be alive to the situation.
Not very long ago, the leader of this House
made a very eloquent speech in whichL he
pointed out the iniquities which Western Aus-
tralia was suffering as a result of Federation.
I thought the Mirtister would have proved one
of our strong men in getting these wrongs
righted, but he appears to have thought bet-
ter of the matter, no' doubt believing that
compromise was the better part to play.
But we look to men like him and to our
Premier and to other leaders of public
Opinion here to see that our State rights are
maintained and that it is made possible for
Western Australia to develop her wonder-
ful resources. If we are going to have
unification, that means centralisation-and
we know what centratlisation means-and
the development of this State will be very
much slower than if we bad the manage-
nient of our own affairs. With regard to
the public debt and the financial position
of Western Australia, the figures are not
very encouraging. At any rate, it is well
that we should analyse them and that those
who are conversant with finance-I do not
pretend to be myself-should express their
views when tune and opportunity serve, so
that we may see whether there is a solution
of the difficulty. We hold varying opinions
with regard to the development of the
State, the means by which that should be
done, the question of retrenchment, the
question of borrowing; and it is well that
hon. members should express their views in
order that from the multitude of counsellors
we may extract wisdom. The public debt
in 1919 was 44 millionis and there was a
sinking fund of six millions, leaving a net
debt of 37 millions. That represents an
indebtedness per head of the population of
Western Australia of £116. Every man,
woman and child in Western Australia on
the 30th June, 1919, owed £116. Comparing
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that figure with the corresponding figures in
other States, we find a great difference;
and we wonder how that difference has
occurred. The reply no doubt is quite
apparent-want of population. 1If a State
has a large population the debt per head
will be less. But there is this point, that in
other States loan moneys must have been
Spent in a much better way than here be-
cause that expenditure has attracted popu-
lation to those States and has opened up
industries and stimulated production.

Hon. .1. Duff ell: Immigration usually, f~l-
lows the money.

Ron. I EWING: Quite so. Let us take
New South Wales for instance. That State
has borrowed enormously, and in the 6piaion
of many people has notalways expended the
borrowed money judiciously. Par from it.
I1 remenmber certain periods in the history
of New South Wales-of which State I nam
a na tive-when the position was almost dis-
astrous and when loan moneys were being
thrown about in a most reckless manner.
Yet the expenditure there must have been
better than it has been here, because the
debt per bead shows that New South Wales
is in an infinitely better position than West-
ern Australia.

Hon. A. H. Panton: But New South 'Wales
has no sinking fund.

Hon. S. EWING: I think New South
Wales has a sinkin~g fund of 112 per cent.
At any rate, there is a sinking fund in
Queensland. In any case, however, the ex-
istence of a sinking fund does not account
for the difference. The figures of debt per
head of population are as follows: Western
Australia £116, Commonwealth £75, New
South Wales £74, Victoria £.54, South Aus-
tralia £90, Queensland £91, Tasmania £69.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Would not increase
of population bring our figure dowel

Hon. J. EWING: Certainly; and that is
the point on which I base my argument. If
our loan moneys had been properly ex-
pended we would have had the population
and the production necessary to reduce the
debt per head. I am now going to refer to
something which, will be very interesting
to the hon. member, and I am very glad
-that lie is here to listen to it, because my
-views are totally opposed to his and I may
be able to persuade him to change his
opinions.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You never know your
luck.-

Hon. T.. EWING: It will be wondered
why with the buoyant rtivenue of this State,
and with the prosperity of this State, which
is apparent to everybody, the Government
could not make both ends meet. I am not
critical at all, and I think that before I
have finished hon. members will say that I
am stating the position with absolute fair-
ness. We hope that the time will come
-when the revenue and expenditure will
balance, or when there will even be an
amount of revenue left over to reduce the
deficit. Until that time comes, it will not

be well for Western Australia. Notwith-
standing the buoyant revenue, the Govern-
ment laboured under great difficulties last
year. They lost £400,000 on the railways,
and they had the influenza epidemic and
also the disastrous shipping strike to con-
tend against. In analysing the position, it
should be said in fairness to the Govern-
nieft that their situation has been a very
difficult one, and that after all there was
not much possibility of improvement. While
offering suggestions to the Administration,
and expressing the desire that the future
will be better than the past and that the
Treasurer will be'able to make revenue and
expenditure balance, we must absolutely
give Ministers credit for any difficulties
that they were up against. The deficit is
four millions, and something must be done
to overcome it. Of course, we want economy.
Everybody talks about economy. But
if there is one thing that is wanted now,
it is a considerable reduction in the number
of public servants in this State. I
am not going to touch upon the public ser-
vice strike at all, because that is over and
past. But I have said for many years that
the public service is over-manned, and that
with proper concentration we shall be able
to do the work with one-third fewer men and
be able to pay the remainder much better
salaries. I know that some in the public
service are of that opinion, and consider
that positions are being created to bring
people into the service-practically, it
seems, to get rid of them. One finds men in
the offices over-stepping one another and
not doing efficient work. -Taxation also will
be necessary. We cannot do without further
taxation. What that taxation is to be is for
the Government to decide; no member of
this House can bring forward a policy of
taxation. At the same time, everyone miust
realise that in the position of this State
additional taxation is necessary. The best
form of taxation to my mind is income tax
and I think-that if the Government doubled
the income tax to-day, it would not be a
bad thing. We have to meet the situation.
There is also a land tax, which the leader
of the Opposition in another place says is
the only way in which to raise revenue; but
we must consider the farming community
and the people who are developing our out-
lying lands.

in. T. Moore: What about those who
hold land and are not developing it?

Hon. J. EWING: The fact is that we have
to face taxation, Und I hope the Government
will be firm in this nmatter and follow the
example of the old country. In the old coun-
try they know that they are in difficulties,
and they recognise that the greatest good
they can do the' people is to get out of those
difficulties as fast as possible; and that is
the course that is being adopted' at home.
Let us do something in that direction, some-
thing to reduce the deficit which is growing
yearly. One way of doing it, and I suppose
it is really the only way, is to open up our
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lands and to bring the best people we can
get from the old country. Let them be
brought here for nothing, if necessary, I
would not charge then, a penny. Let us
repurchase estates for thenm, or let us clear
land for them, and let us have secondary in-
dustries for them. The other evening Mr.
Moore spoke at considerable length regard-
ig secondary industries, and there was a

gient deal of truth in what he said. I bore
the Government will, net in the direction of
establishing secondary industries, so that when
we do bring people from the old country
they can either be settled comfortably and
well on the land or else find work in the
secondary industries. Some say7 that we
should have drastic retrenchment and drastic
taxation and no borrowing. That is clearly
the policy of some of the leading people of
this State, of people who are looked up to by
the community as men of high educaition and
mn who should know what is best in the
interests of the country. For my part, I
do not want any mark time policy in Western
Australia. Unless the Government are able
to borrow mnore money-and I believe they
will realise that this is the' right course to,
pursue-and to expend that money judiciously
and well, there is not going to be any chance
of progress for Western Australia. Some
people say, ''We cannot borrow more; it
would be madness to borrow more; a bor-
rowing policy would lead us headlong to
bankruptcy.'" But I have known many occa-
sions when a man was right up against it
in some big manufacturing business or a
pastoral proposition, and when, thanks to his
being able to borr'ow money though practic-
ally at the time bankrupt, his opportunity
came along and he was able to save the situ-
ation. That is why I am against a mark time
policy, or a policy of drastic taxation, drastic*
retrenchment, and no borrowing. True, there
is some justification for those who urge such
a policy, when the position is analysed. The
reckless and wasteful expenditure of loan
money during the last 10 years' in Western
Australia has bruat us pretty well to the
position of marking time. According to the
''Statistical Abstract'" the position is that
from 1910 to 1920 there were 21 millions
borrowed-14 millions during the first period
of five years, and seven millions during the
second period of five years. That is a huge
amount of money for a small population like
ours; and we must bear in mind that am of
high eduication, mn who should be leaders of
thought in this State, contend that we ought
not to borrow any more, but should adopt
drastic, taxation and drstic retrenchment I
admit they have some justification for such
a position, seeing that the expenditure of all
that loan money has not brought the popula-
tion to this State that it should have brought,
and has not resulted in the progress that it
should have -effected. That, bowever, is the
only justification, I think. In analysing the
expenditure of that enormous amount of
money, I never can find out the real position

with regard to State enterprises, how much
of that money has been absorbed by the
State enter prises.

The Minister for Education: About two
millions.

lion. J. EWI2XG: The other day the
amount was stated in this House aif fl,800,000.
Though I will not for a moment contradict
the Minister, I am perfectly satisfied that if
the accounts were closely examined the
amount would be found to be nearer three
or four millions. These things grow and
grow, and the expenditure grows, and money
is spent -and is not charged up to
capital account. A full investigation would
disclose, I think, that instead of about two
mnillions having been spent on State enter-
prises, the true amount is about four mil-
lions. Now, have the State enterprises paid!

Hon. A. H1. Paoton: Reasonably.
Ron. J1. EWlNG: There is an absolute

loss resulting from them to the State to-day.
If that money, or say two or three millions,
had been expended ini opening up our North-
West or our South-West, we would have had
some return from it. That money might as
wrell hav-e been thrown on the floor of this
Chamber and left there for ten .years.

H-on. A. H. Prnton: It would hkbve, been
safe there.

Hon. T. ',ooere: Which of the State en.
ternrises (d0 Dot Pv

Hon. J. EWING: Taking then, altogether,
there is an absolute loss. There is an abso-
lute loss to this State from the operation of
those enterprises. I am not prepared to say
how muvh it is, but it is a huge loss. It has
been stated here by the leader of the House,
and it has been' admitted by the Premier and
by the Minister for Works, the
latter being the Minister in charge
of State enterprises, that although
a huge amonort of loan money has been
expended on those undertakings, there is
no apparent advantaqe from them to the
State of Western Australia and that the con-
Blitions of the workers in these industries and
the payment they receive is no better than
they would be receiving in private employ-
ment. 'We have the laws of the land
to control the private employer of
labour and direct what payment he
shall make, and what conditions be shall pro-
vide. If be does not comply with the laws,
his industry may be closed down. Therefore,
to bring in this unfair competition with the
peonie's money agail§t the man who desires
to develop the State with his own money, is
to my mind appalling.

1-on. J. F. Dodd! Were it not for the
State steamships and the tramways we would
be very much worse off than we are.

Hon. 3. EWING: I am talking, not about
the tramways and the railways, but about
the new State enterprises provided by the
expenditore of loan moneys during recent
years. These new enterprises are quite un-
necessary. We have become accustomed to
the State ownership of tramways and rail-
ways, and I am not going to advocate any,
change in that respect; but it is wrong,
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economically and in principle, to interfere
with private enterprise. Parliament and the
people have unlimited power to see that
proper conditions are maintained in private
industry, and proper wages paid. Therefore,
there is no justification for bringing the
people's money into competition with private
enterprise. I am urging this in an endeavour
to persuade Mr. Panton to agree with my
ideas. He is fast coming to my -way of
thinking, because he is in a responsible posi-
tion and he knows that Western Australia
has a right to conserve her own interests.
The representatives of Labour amongst us in
the House are very excellent gentlemen in
their private views and conduct, but are not
quits so excellent in their political views. I
think that if a plebiscite were taken the

Senple of Western Australia would agree to
o away with State enterprise and to expend

the money on the true development of the
state.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Would you apply that
to the railways?

Hon. J1. EWING- No, for the reason that
State railways have been established ever
since Responsible Government, and we have
become accustomed to their State ownership-,
but to seek further avenues by which to in-
jure the people and expend their money fool-
ishly is wrong.

Hon. A. H. Panton: But the railways are
losing money.

Hon. J. EWYING: Yes, P40D,000 a year.
But it is not very long since the railways
were paying splendidly.

Rion. T. Moore: And they will again.
Hon. 3. EWING: The hon. member knows

that they will pay again when the Uimber in-
dustry comes into its own, when shipping
difficulties are overcome and our harbours
are open to the world. Then the railways
will again pay handsomely.

lIfon. T1. Moore:- And when they get some
good coal.

Hon. J. EWING: I will touch upon coal
presently. The question continually before
my mind is as to what the policy of the
present Government may he.

lion. G. J. G, W. Miles: The development
of State enterprises.

I-Ion. .1. EWING: I am one of the greatest
friends .the Government have. I admire the
optimism of the 'Premier and the excellent
ma~nner in which he is conducting the affairs
of the State. He is doing more good for
Western Australia than has any other Pre-
inier for mnany years past. In my opinion
Mr. Mitchell is following on the lines of the
late Lord Forrest.

lio'n. F. A. Baglin: He is doing nothing
whatever.

lHon. 3. EWING: The hon. member need
only go down the* South-West to see what the
Premier is doing there. I desire to express
appreciation Of the Premier's work before I
go on to say what I have to say. On
principle the present Government are op-
posed to State enterprises.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: Why do they not sell
them!

lion. J. EWING: Theay told the aeetoi s
they would close them dowen or, ilternative~y,
sell them. They have neither sold them nor
closed them down-indeed they have extended
them. The M1inister for Works, a most efi-
cient Minister, has purchased the Holy cake
sawmills for £80,000 and that, too, without
parliamentary authority. I do not say that
the purchase was a bad one, but in principle
at least it is bad, because it means extending
the State enterprises, to which the Minister
is, by pledge, opposed.

liRon. A. H. Pantoui, Is be a good judge
of a bargain?

Hon. J. EWING: He is a good judge, and
he has secured a good bargain. If he in-
tends to make permanent the State enter-
prises, then he is right; but if he upholds
the policy on which he was elected he should
not add to the State enterprises. In His Ex-
cellency Ps opening speech the Government
.forecasted the appointment of a Commissiouer
to take over the trading concerns, the. exeuse
given being that, although the Government
arc not in favour of State enterprises, yet
they desire to see them well run, and man-
aged on profitable business lines. That is all
very well, but I do not think there is in the
State a man who could take charge of those
various trading9 concerns and look after them.
Thank the Lord, we have not a State coal
mine among them!

Hlon. A. H. Panton: But we soon will
have.

Hon. J. EWING: Not while I can do any-
thing to stop it.- I sincerely hope that Par-
liament is not going to endorse the policy of
appointing a Commissioner to run the State
trading concerns and make them pay. The
direction in which the Government should
proceed is to get rid of the State trading
concerns as fast as they can.

lion. A. H. Panton: But they dare not.
Hon. J. ZWING: They should test the

feeling of the House. The Government are
opposed to State enterprise. A French syndi-
cate offered to buy the sawmills, one of
which was afterwards burnt down. It looked
like a judgment upon the Government for
their neglect to sell the mills.

The Minister for Education: They had not
the opportunity.

Hon. 3. EWING: At all event;, Parliament
was not consulted. 'Of course, one cannot
say that Parliament would have agreed to
the sale of those mills. Personally I1 think
they should be sold. If Parliament endorses
the appointment of the Commissioner, the
State enterprises will thereby he made per-
inanent. I do not know whether that is the
wish, of the Government, but it is not my
wish, and when the Bill comes before nsI
will vote against it on princi ple, because I
think it is wrong that Government money
should be used in competition with money
furnished by private enterprise, flhat is all
I have to say in regard to State enterprises.
I hope it clearly places before members the
views I hold. Those views may be unpopular
in the province which I represent, but I be-
lieve I could take any platform in that pro-
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vinee and persuade the people of the justice
of my views.

Ron. T. Moore: A lot of the people down
there have not votes.

lion. J. EWING: Well, let us give them

voes In th t , of course , I am speaking

P e r s o n a ly , a d n o t o n a q u e s t i o n o f p o l i c y .

f a m not- g oin g to tou h on the wheat que-
tion, except to ay th at I appreciate very
highly the work of the Honorary Minister.
He is a true friend of the farmers, and all
that be has done and is doing, or is likely
to do, is and will be in the interests of the
farmers.

Rion. T. Moore: What about the consumers?
Hon. J. EWING: I do not think any one

could have worked harder for the farmers
than has Mr. Baxter. However, I read in
the newspaper the other day a certain state-
ment by the Prime Minister. We have been
told that Western Australia had not entered
into a contract to sell wheat at 7s. Sd. to
New Smith Wales. I believe that is so, be-
cause the leader of the House has said it
and so, too, has Mr. Baxter. Yet is seems
that it matters not what the Government of
the State, or the Minister handling the wheat,
may say, the position is totally different from
what we have been led to believe. On the
25th August, in the House of Representatives,
Mr. Gibson asked about the position of West-
ern Australia in regard to wheat for New
South Wales, and the Prime Minister in reply
said that neither Western Australia nor any
other State had agreed to supply any specific
quantity or proportion of the requirements of
New South Wales, that the supplies for that
State would probably not be drawn from
Western Australia but that, under the pool-
ing system, it was immaterial which State
supplied wheat or flour on account of a
specific contract made by the Australian
Wheat Board, that the sales to New South
Wales and other States were being regarded
as over-seas sales and therefore the proceeds
would be pooled so that the sales would be
on account of all the pooling States. A-
parently that settles the question, leaving
nothing further to be said. The wheat pool,
sitting in Melbourne, hare decided what the
policy is and what the sales shall be, and
that is the end of it. Seemingly it does not
matter whether ire have, or have not, signed;
the whole of the wheat is pooled, and so we
are selling wheat at 7s. 8d. to New South
Wales. I bring this forward so that the
Minister may, if he can, correct the impres-
sion I have. In my opinion there is nothing
to be said, and the only alternative our
farmers bave J s to leave the pool, like so
many dissatisfied directors of a business con-
cern.

Hon. F. A. Baglim: Tlat would be direct
action.

Hon. J. EhWING: No, it would be merely a
fair business proposition. That appears to me
to be the position in regard to the pool. West-
ern Australia has nothing whatever to say,
and her only remedy is to leave the pool.
I should like to say a few words with re-

gard to the North-West. I do not know any-
thing of that part of the State; it is the
Only Portion that I have not yet visited. I
have been throughout the length and breadth
of Western Australia in other directions and
I claim to know a great deal of the poten-
tialities of the State, but I have never hadl
the pleasure of going to the North-West or
taking part in a trip there. I read with
pleasure the statement of the Leader of the
House on his return to Perth ou the occa-
sion of his visit to the North-West, and it
struck me from what he said that if there
is a Heaven upon earth it lies in the No,-thi-
West. I have had conversations with Mr.
Miles, Sir Edward Wittenoom, Mr. Holmes,
Mr. Rose, and many other of my friends who
are conversant with thre conditions of the
North-West, and they all endorse what the
Leader of the House has said. Therefore,
there must be some truth in it. I only hope
that the good work Mr. Miles is carrying out
will be continued. It is not often that an
hon. member gets any credit for anything
he does. In fact, we usually get more kicks
than halfpeonce for what we do. I do think,
however, that members of this House, and
the people of this State, and especially those
in the North-West must admire the splendid
work of the bon. member who has spared
neither time, money nor energy, supported
by Mir. Holmes and Sir Edwvard Wittenoom,
in puttifig forward the claim of that por-
tion of Western Australia. In the Eastern
States Mr. Miles also did a great deal in
putting forward the claims for themgeat pro-
jected railway. I hope that all that has been
said about the North-West is true. If in my
place here I can do anything to assist these
gentlemren to develop that great territory I
shall be only too pleased to do it. I will
indeed support anything that I think is for
the good of Western Australia. I feel it
would be wrong of me to ignore the South-
West portion of Western Australia. I may
say that I appreciate the work tha~t has been
done by the Government in the South-West.
We have an optimistic Premier. We all
know the name that is applied to him and
it is a good name. I will not mention it
here. The Premier is an enthusiast, and he
believes in the settlement of people on the
land. Hle believes also in Western Aastra-
lia and in her resources, and is giving eir
dence of that belief by the work he is doing
in the South-West. A large number of pro-
perties hare been repurchased there and cut
up, and soldiers hare been successfully set-
tled there. When a former Governmen t was
in power-the Government prior to the pre-
sent ore-it wa~s often stated by some Mini-
isters that they could not see that any re-
turned soldiers were going to settle on the
land. Every time I heard that it grated on
me. By that expression Ministers were damp-
ing the ardour of returned soldiers. The
Premier has shown his belief in the lands of
the South-West, and has gone a long way
towards opening them up. The result is that
lie now cannot find enough land for the men



[31 AUGUST, 1920.]39

who want it. If we can get our lands there
partly cleared and improved, 'and bring
about a good system of immigration, thefe
should be no greater State in the Common-
wealth than Western Australia. The lands
in that pdrtion of the State are splendid.
When the Prince was here I happened to
come pup in the train with some of the Press
representatives, who were travelling with
His Royal Highiness. One of them said to
me when we were close to Pinjarra, ''For
what reason is this land not cleared and im-
proved? I have seen land in Victoria and
New South Wales not .any better than
this bringing £100 an acre."

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: You did not say it
was want of drainage did you?

H Eon. 3. EWING: He also said,."1I think
I will leave my position and settle on this
beautiful land, which is so cheap."

Hon. 3. W. Hickey. -But he did not,
Hon. J. EWING: He may still be con-

sidering it. He could not believe it. He
said, " You have the greatest un-
developed territory I have seen since
I have been travelling with the
Prince.", Although we have been develop-
ing the South-West for some years and en-
couraging the dairying industry and others
in that part of the State, yet we are send-
tug out of the State £1,500,000 to buy food-'
stuffs that could be produced within the
State. The South-West is particularly suited
for suck products as butter, ham, bacon,
eggs, potatoes, and other produce of the
kind. Tn 1910, however, we i mported
£;600,000 worth of these products, and in
1919 we. imported as much as £E686,000
worth. Although, therefore, we had opened
np the South-West snd things appeared to
be progressing we were importing £8,000
worth of products in .1919, that could have
been grown in this State, more than we im-
ported in 1910. 1 do not know why that is.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: The costs are very much
greater to-day.

Hon. J. EWING: The fact remains that
this very great increase in imports in these
directions has .taken place.

Hon. A. H. Dentont: It is cheaper to im-
port eggs than, to feed hens in Westetrn
Australia.

Hon. 3. EWING: Butter has gone up in
price, and prices generally are very much
better for those things which our farmers
shonld be able to produce. The dairying
industry is going ahead. The South-West
is a magnificent district for potatoes. If
hon. members went to Bnrrnkup they would
see what could be done there. When I sur-
veyed that area some eight or nine years
ago it was merely a wilderness, but to-day
it has been subdivided and contains one of
the most flourishing communities in West-
ern Australia. All this has been done out
of potato growing. The people there have
almost everything that life can give them
in the way of luxuries,' and they paid a high
price for their land -when they took it up.
in my opinion we have plenty of Burrakups

in Western Australia. Let us go ahead and
see that thle other portions of the State are
developed along the same lines.

Hon. F. A. Bagliu: What is wrong with
Busselton?

Ron. T. EWING. The most beautiful dis-
trict in Western. Australia is going shortly
to be opened up by the Margaret River
railway, according to the statement made
by the Premier. There is one very import-
ant question I should like to bring before
hon. members, and particularly the leader
of the flouse, and that is in connection with
the fruit industry. At a later date I intend
to make this the subject of a motion. The
position ox our fruit growers is a very seri-
otis one. I am not thoroughly conversant
with the subject at present, but it has been
brought under my notice by maen who have
been connected with the industry for 15
or 20 years, and whose whole families are
working in it, that they have beeu able to
get nothing out of it for many years past.
It is absolutely unfair that any coummunity
shouild work under such conditions as these.
The war was responsible for many; embar-
goes being placed upon the products of
Western Australia, but I do not think at
present there is any embargo placed upon
any of these products except fruit. The
fruitgrowers of Bridgetown and the South-
West are lab ouring under great disabilities.
They have to clear their land at great ex-
pense. They have to put in 'their trees,
cultivate the lands and garner the fruit,
pack it and send it away. But for all this
they get a very poor return. The fruit-
grower, who sends his fruit to England, re-
ceives in the gross £1l Os. l0d. per case,
according to the price fixed by the British
Government. Evidently the desire of the
British Government is to give the people
of England cheap fruit and cheap food. One
cannot imagine that this restriction is im-
posed for any othef purpose than that. The
cost of sending fruit to England from West-
ern Australia, including shipping charge;,
freights, -insurance, etc., is something like
63 and two-thirds per cent. of the total re-
turns of £1 Gs. 10d. The growers have to do
all1 the work that I have indicated, and they
get a return of 33 and one-third per cent, of
the selling price of their fruit. 1 am sure
that the people in Western 'Australia, now
engaged in fruit growing, are getting under
5s. a ease for the products of their labour.
I ami not going exhaustively into the ques-
tion now because I have not a full grasp of
all the details of it, yet I feel it my duty
to place the matter before the House, and
especially before the Leader of the House,
in the hope that it will be brought directly
before the Government so that something
may be done to assist these people. The
growers are not getting -a fair deal.
Although the fruit gets to the Old- Country
and is sold there at the price I have stated,
ij is qubsequently sold not as a ease of fruit,
apples for instance, hot as a case of mixed
fruit. A case is broken and some of the

349 ,



350 [COUNCIL.]

fruit is put in with other fruit, and it is
-all sold as mixed fruit and in that form
brings enormous prices. I understand from
reliable sources that some of this fruit is
sold in Norway, Sweden, and other parts of
Europe at as high a price as £3 a case.
-When other people are able to get the full
value of the article that is grown in West-
ern Australia why should not the grower
also get full value for it? Why should he
have to do all his work and spend years of
his life in developing the industry and get
a return of only 5s. a case, when other
people are able to make enormous profits
ont of the industry in other parts of the
world to the disadvantage of the grower
herel

Hon. F. A. Baglin: What is wrong with
the State handling the fruit and distribut-
ing it?

Hon. J. EWING: I do not believe in that.
All these things can be judiciously handled
by private people. I am sure the leader of
the House will give some satisfactory
answer to the position I have outlined. If
the stat~ements that have been made to me
are true-and I have had them verified in
writing by men who have been in the in.
dustry for years-then it is time the Gov-
ernment stepped in and relieved the posi-
tion. If it is correct that people here, who
have borne the heat end burden of the day
at Mt. Barker, Busselton, and other fruit-
growing centres, are not getting proper re-
turns for their labour then it is a most sin-
fair position.

Mr. Hiekey interjected.
Hon. J. EWING: I did not hear the hon.

member.
The PRESIDENT: The hon. member

need not reply to interjections.
Hon. J. EWING: I wish to deal with a

matter of very great interest to this State,
and that is coal. I suppose I have been
credited in years gone by with being over-
zealous in respect to this rent industry.

Sitting suspended fromt 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. EWING: When we adjourned for
tea I was touching upon the important in-.
dustry, that of coal mining. I have been
connected with it for miany years, 22 years
in fact, ever since its infancy, and I claim
therefore to have some knowledge of it. In
the early days it was difficult, well-nigh im-
possible, to advance the interests of the in-
dustry and thereby the interests of the State.
For many years the coal was condemned by
the Railway Department and those in auth-
orityr went so far sas to attempt to close down
the industry. In fact, it was suggested by a
responsible person that each miner should be
given the sum of £500 and be sent on the
land. These are- things that we think of now
because in years to come there may be other
industries in a similar position, and which
may be inadvertently treated in a siwilnr
manner. What is the result to-day? After
15 or 20 years of bard work the people of the

State have become convinced of the value of
the Collie coal industry. We have arrived at
that stage when we find it in an unassail-
able position. It is interesting to wonder
what is the cause of this. The great war
which has been so disastrous and-which has
done so much evil, has been a biassing to this
industry, because those who were againwit the
industry and said that certain work could
not be done with it, for instance, that the
trains could not be rim to Kalgoorlie on Col-
lie coal, that timne-tables could not be main-
tained if this coal were used, are now con-
vinced that they wvere wrong. During the
progress of the -war those people were ob-
liged to depend on the product from Collie,
and the more they had to depend upon it the
more established the industry became. While.
wve all regret the war, as has already been
said, some good has come oat of it in many
directions. This is one of the directions in
which Western Australia has vastly benefited.
The industry is to-day in a flourishing con-
dition, there are several mines operating, and
the State is using practically all Collie
coal for its various requirements, and those
who use the coal are more than satisfied with
it. Let us pause and think what might have
happened to the State during the disastrous
period we have passed through, but for this
industry. The industry has progressed very
rapidly during the last five or tea years. The
value of the product has gone up, and New-
castle coal is not brought to the State in the
same large quantities as was the case before.
The people are satisfied that Collie coal is a
good fuel. It is a fuel similar to the coals
which are found in other parts of the world,
and which are thought very highly of. The
development of the industry is an evidence
of the faith that the people of Collie, the
pioneers of Collie, had in the industry. If
they had lost heart and had allowed them-
selves to be rebuffed, Western Australia gen-
erally would have been in a parlous state to-
day. They can thank God that the industry
lived and that it has advanced to the stage
in which we find it to-day. The advance has
not been very rapid, but it is going on
steadily, and it augurs well for the expan-
so 'n of trade. [a 1915 the 4uantity of coal

raised was 292,000 tons, of a value of
E137,000l, and in 1920, estimating it on the
quantity which has so far been raised this
year, the total will be 400,000 tons, of a valufe
of £295,000, or an increase of £140,000. If
anyone had suggested in 1915 that the pro-
gress would have been so marked he would
certainly not have been believed. The coal
is now used almost exclusively by the Rail-.
way Department, and that seems to be evi-
dence that the management of the railways
in the future will be very different from
what it has been in the past. I do not de-
sire to take advantage of my position in this
House to criticise unduly those who were
formerly associated with the railways, but
I did find it necessary years ago to offer
some adverse criticism, and I did so fear-
lessly. Those people whom I criticised, how-
ever; have now left the service, and I do not

350



[31 AuGUST, 1920.) 5

desire to say anything further in connection
with the railways and the use of Collie coal,
except that the department are fully seized of
value of the industry and will give it a fair
deal: In fact, I am satisfied that they can-
not carry on the affairs of the State without
this coal. I shudder to think what the Rail-
way Department would be paying for New-
castle coal to-day if we had not this indus-
try it Collie. If we study statistics and look
at the price that coal is fetching in other
parts of the world, £5, £6, or even £8 a ton,
we cannot but come to the conclusion that
we are very fortunate indeed in having the
industry so- close to our doors, and being
able to provide a fuel which I unhesitat-
igly say is the cheapest in the world. The
bunkering industry was considerably cur-
tailed during the war, but I am pleased to
say that that is going ahead rapidly
again. I feel sure, from the experience I
had in Englaind and the knowledge I have
been able to gain, that the time is not far
distant when we shall create from this fuel
an article which will be perfectly satisf ac-
tory from an export point of view. When
that time arrives we shall have a Newcastle-
on-Tyne at Collie, and instead of 4,000 or
5,000 people there, we shall see a community
of between 400,000 and 500,000 people. We
shall be able to export a coal which will he
equal to that flow being imported from the
Eastern States, and we shall establish a po-
sition from which we shall never look hack.
While on the subjeel of the coal industry I
desire also to refer to a matter which
caused me some anxiety during the recess-
I refer to the leasing of a portion of the
Yampi Sound iron deposits by the Queens-
land Government. That Government have
secured an option over a portion 'of the
Yampi Sound from Mr. Thomson. I suppose
Mr. Thomson is perfectly right in doing the
best he can for himself, but Western Aus-
tralia has been somewhat lax in not securing
these deposits for its own State. Mr. Thom-
son went to Queensland and gave an option
over some of the wae he holds at Yampi
Sound to the Queensland Government, and
Mr. Jones, the Minister for Mines in Queens-
land, came to Western Australia to consult
with the Minister for Mines here in conne-
tion with the establishment of trade be-
tween the Bowen coalfields of Queensland
and Yamnpi Sound. No statement has been
made by the Minister for Mines in Western
Australia in regard to what took place be-
tween himself and the Queensland represen-
tative, but Mr. Jones went so far as to say,
if my memnory serves me correctly, thbat*he
expected to establish an enormous trade in
Bowen coal by having a depot at Yamepi
Sound and supplying the Queensland article
to surrounding countries and other parts of
the world. Mr: Jones led us to infer that
the coal from Bowen would take the place
of Newcastle coal, and that it would also
become a keen competitor of Collie coal. It

ay be said that I am parochial in this
matter, but I arn going to guard the in-

terests of the people -of Collie. I hope
the leader of the House will tell us
when he speaks on the ,Address-in-reply
what the transactions were between the two
Ministers for Mines, and how far the Gov-
ernment of this State have gone, and also
how far the great industry that I have the
honour to represent is likely to be affected.
This is a matter of great importance to mnc.
I did feel constrained to write to the news-
papers on the subject, but I came to the
conclusion that it was no use writing because
if it had been regarded by the Press of suff-
cient importance they would have inter-
viewed me on the matter. I have waited
patiently day after day, week after week,
month after month, to see whether the Min-
ister for Mines here would make any state-
ment in regard to what took place between
himself and Mr. Jones. The matter may be
confidential, but I hope that there will be
some reply forthcoming to the questions I
have asked. Mr. Moore, in speaking the
other evening, pleased me, and I am sure
he pleased the House, with his remarks
in connection with the timber industry. This,
too, is a matter of great interest to me. Mr.
Moore spoke fluently and well in connection
with the industry, and I was pleased .to note
that he was so mindful of the interests of
the State that the timber should be conserved
and that regeneration should take place. The
hon. member was not here when the Forest.
Bill was before the House. If he had been
he probably would have objected to some of
its provisions, but wre who Were here did what
we thought was best, especially in the direc-
tion of keeping the forest open for sleeper
hewers. I hope now the hon. member
will extend all the sympathy and help that
he c-an to Mr. Lane-Poole, the Conservator,
t, enable him to regenerate -the forests, and
thereby keep themi going for posterity. The
timber in that portion of the district that I
represent is limited in extent, and it requires
a very strong hand to see .that no injustice is
done and to see that the forest is consistently
cut, and that regeneration is taking place. I
next desire to refer to the question of pro-
specting for oil. It has been said publicly,
and in bulletins issued by the Geological De-
partmnent, that oil is not likely to be found
in Western Australia. There are many people
here who desire to prospect for oil, but the
difficulties are gr-eat, and especially in the di-
rection of getting permits by which they can
carry ont their desires. I myself can tell the
House that a permit has for some time past
been sought by certain prospecting parties at
Collie. Tbet have considerable money avail-
able, and they are willing to take all risk.
In fact, they say they only want the right to
investigate this question, and they guarantee

-~to produce oil in great quantities. lUnf or-
tunately circumlocution is in the way. There
is a certain amount of delay which in my
opinion should not take place. Those people
at Collie should be given, the opportunity to
carry out the work they desire to perform.
1. do not want to refer to the question of gold
mining, except to express my gratification at
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the remark 's made by Mr. Stewart when he
handled the question of the flotation of com-
panies. Mr. Stewart pointed out mare clearly
than I can the evils which exist to-day. It
is absolutely necessary to safeguard the in-
terests of investors., The kite-flying and
booming which has been taking place cannot
be permitted to go on. Nothing but disaster
can follow, and it will take the State many
years to recover its position. The suggestion
made by Mr. Stewart that mining engineers
should report and take the responsibility of
stating whether a proposition should be
placed before the public or not, is an excel-
lent one. Most of the big industrial flota-
tions always have expert opinion and, if ex-
pert opinion is -unfavoorable, the concern is
not floated. Not so with gold minng. All
sorts of wild booms take place. Men rush to
and fro to grasp the shadow and, if the
money subscribed is not earmarked for de-
velopmental purposes, it goes into the hands
of the promoters..

The Minister far Education- What about
the South-West gold mnining?

Hon. J. EWING: I ant interested in that.
The Minister for Education: You are one,

of the promoters.
Hon. S . EWING: I am not a promoter

because it has not yet been promoted. if
there is anything good in the South-West, the
public will soon know of it. They will not
know before it is there, and it will not be
placed before them in any tangible'form un-
less it is worthy of their consideration. I
only hope that the. Government will recognise
the advantages of a properly sustained immi-
gration policy and the onening up of our
primary and secondary industries. I believe
they will recoe-nise the valve of the nssetq of
this State which, if properly developed on
business lines, will bring prosperity to West-
ern Australia. I do not believe that any one
of the States of the Commonwealth, not even
Queensland with all its great potentiali-
ties-

Hon. J. W. 'Hicey; A6nd fine Government.
Hon. J. EWING:- I do not believe that

eyeA Qneensland is to be compared with
Western Australia and its possibilities;' I
emphasise' that the Government must get
away from this policy- of State enterprise and

must give the utmost consideration. and the
utmost encouragement to those who desire to
invest money for the development of' this
State. There are not thousands, hut hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds available for
inivestment in Australia, and particularly
Western Australia, if investors are absolutely
assured that there will be no Government in-
terference, and that industrial conditions will
be satisfactory. I know that woollen mills
are to he started and I know that hundreds
of other avenues of production will be the
lot of Western Australia if this policy is
earnied out in the future.

Hon. T. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[7.471.: After the very exhaustive. and thor-
ough speech so ably delivered by Mr. Ewing,
I feel that in conjunction with the speeches of!
other members, practically every topic in His

Excellency's Speech has been thoroughly de-
bated. Other subjects of interest have also
been esKamined and recommendations have
been made which, owing to the earnestness
and fervour with which they have been -de-
livered, will appeal to members of the Gov-
ernment. I am sure that where the Govern-
ment think wrongs exist, they will be recti-
fied so far as lies in their power. In read-
ing the Speech before us, I am remi.ned,
because of the optimistic words contained in
it, of certain words which were utttered by
the Premier when introducing his budget in
October lest. The Premier said-

I do not propose to devote much time to
the past. The past cannot be retrieved,
but the -future is ours.

Every member will recognise that, in the
Governor 's Speech, very little indeed has been
said with regard to the past. At the time
those words were pronounced by the Premier,
be was looking far into the fu ture and, when
I recall his words, they bring to mind recol-
lections of an article I read some time ago,
an article written by a man who had been
asked to write an essay on any subject or
theme he cared to select. The man pondered
over the matter for some days and at -last

emrerged from his quandary by writing on a
theme which he entitled ''The Citizen of
Three Worlds.'' The three worlds to which
be referred were the past, the present and
the future; in other words, -yesterday, to-day
and to-morrow, With regard to the world
of yesterday, be likened that-unto the king-
dam of memory. The world of to-day he
found to be synony-mous with the knigdom of
reality, and the world of to-morrow he
likened to the world of imagination-three
very ftn, worlds indeed for a citizen to live
in. These are the worlds which we all occupy.
We have all lived through them and it was
Interesting to follow the description of those
three knigdoms given by this essayist. With
regard to the world of the past, the kingdoin
of memory, this essayist, contrary to the
position taken up by the. Premier, found a
certain amount of pleasure in the past. He
wa reminiscent. He depicted the enchant-
meat of the past; he showed it to be a per-
fect realm of wonder. I fancy that essayist
had nut encountered the troubles of our pre-
sent Government. He had obviously never
known a Government with a deficit such as
oars; otherwise I feel sure lie would-have
found his task a much more difficult one and
would have endeavoured to give some other
explanlation than that which he did give re-
garm~ing the past. I think the Premnibr and
every member of Parliament can at least
glean a great deal of knowledge from the
happenings of the past, and seek to lay out
their actions in such a way as to benefit by
past experiences, and that in the present and
so -far as the future is concerned they will
endeavour to rectify any errors committed in
the past. In the Governor's Speech some-
thing at least might have been said with re-
gard to -the civil service. I do not wish to
dwell on this subject. Hlon. members have
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not done so but as a metropolitan member,
it was, my privilege and the privilege of other
hon. members who were likewise interested to
take some hand with regard to the dispute
between the Government and the civil ser-
vie. There is no one bat retrets the fact
that such action as took place did happen. I
recognise from my own knowledge of the
circumstances that the civil service as
a body showed most commendable patience
up to the point of that most untortuante oc-
currence. They were more than patient and
I feel that they were driven as a last resort
to take the unfortunate step they did take.
When they were promised the board which
-was promised by the Government, the very
least they could have done was to return to
work then, Fortunately, this is now a thing
of the past and whatever stain has been left
-on the service, I hope can be eradicated, be-,
cause the 'Western Australian civil service
Stands high amongst the civil services of this
great Commonwealth. I hope such a happen-
ing will never again occur in the history of
our civil Service. The essayist I mentioned
went on to deal with the present, the kingdom
of reality. Hle dealt with things as they are
and did not seek to peer into the future too
,closely at that stage, but he found that Some-
tines the things of to-day were disagreeable
-and, on this point, probably the essayist and
the Premier might be to a certain extent in
agreement. It is undoubtedly a very dis-
-agreeable and a very worrying thing to have
the consciousness of a very big deficit which
-the Govern-ment are trying to wipe from the
side of the ledger on which it appears. In
,dealing withi the future or the kingdom of
imagination, the writer pointed out that the.
beauty of the future was the glory of its
vagueness. It gives room for conjectures,
visions, and fancies. I feel convinced that
the Premier, when he uttered those words in
October, 1919, had visions that the deficit
was going to be wiped out, or that it was
going tb be more effectually teduced.

The Minister for Education: No, hie told
-you what the deficit would be.

Hon. J.' NICHOLSON: He portrayed
certain visions. He peered into the future
and he had greater and brighter hopes than
have actually been realised.' He had no doubt
that within the next few years there would be
an overflowing Treasury, but we shall leave
the future to take care of itself. The future
will show exactly what 'will happen. But what
do we find to-day? Notwithstanding the
bright hopes held out for us, the deficit igi
still going up.

The Minister, for Education: No, it is
lower.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It has gone up.
The Minister fdr Educeation: It is lower

-than the estimate.
Hon. J. NICHTOLSON: But it is still

going up. It is not going down. One would
like to see it going down. It' is going up
just like the cost of living which, we are told,
is also going up.

Hon. .A. U. Panton: That is not going
-up!

Holn. J. NICHOLSON: That is news to
me. I was under the impression that the
cost of living was going up. I would like
to have the assurance of Mr. Panton that
such is the case. I shall be able to convey
the information to a source where it will be
appreciated. But at any rate it looks as if
everything is going up. The only direction
in which there is any prospect of going
dlown is the hours of labour. This position
would be distinctly humerous -were it not so
Serious. Although I take the opportunity
of pointing this out, I desire to make it
clear that I am in. no way- an ad-
vocate of unfair working hours or conditions.
I never have been. But I recognise there is
a very great responsibility on every citizen
of the State, whether he or she be an em-
ployer or an employee, to do all he or she
can to help forward the State. When con-
tentions are raised, as I see them raised
even in to-day's newspaper, that one iun
can produce as munch in eight hours as an-
other in nine, I consider it is highly illogical.
Although it might be done for a little time,
it cannot he dlone-'for long.

Hon. A. n. Panton: It depends upon the
men.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The Government
themselves a little time ago, in a certainl
branch of the Railway Department, set a
very bad example indeed.

Hon. T. Moore: It is a matter of opinion.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Quite so. We are

nil here to help forward the State, whether
we are employers or employees. As citizens
we all havean interest in the welfare of the
State. We are all partners iii the State,
and we h3ave a duty to perform to the State.
As true citizens we ought to do the best we
possibly can, doing it of course under fair
conditions. I am not in favour of unfair con-
ditions such as subsisted many yenrs ago.
Those conditions we wish to See obliterated.
But when we find the number of days on
which a man is employed to he only five per
week instead of six, we must recognise that
that- cannot be for the benefit of either the
employee or the employeir. I do not think
idleness on one working day of the week is
wise, It is not good in the interests of the
worker, and it is not good in the interests of
the employer. We must recognise the force
of the old maxim with regard to idle hands.

Irecognise that many men, having the
Saturday off, will utilise it to the full, and
do good with it; but there are others to
whom? unfortunately, an idle Saturday is a
temptation to find convivial company.

Hon. A. H. Fanten: To go to the races.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, to go to places

where money is wasted; so that, instead
of the wife and family receiving the benefit
of the earnings for the welfare of the house-
hold, the money is squandered and wasted. I
pay m-y tribute to the working men gener-
ally of Western Australia; but there are
exceptions, and for the benefit of those ex-
ceptions I think it is only right that we
should strive to prevent the risk of idleness

0
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of creating backsliders. Just in the same
way as the temperance party seek to reform
the drunkard, and the man who is inclined
to stray froth the path of temperance, so I
consider the men to whom I refer have a
just claim' on their fellow workers,, to see
that they do not lapse; and they are likely
to lapse on an idle day during the working
week. I do not advocate unfair working
hours, but I advocate that every man should
look at the matter from a, wise standpoint.
As citizens we have to consider the financial
position of our State. We cannot say that a
reduced number of working hours, working
hours reduced below what is a fair level, is
nit going to result in a redaction of our pro-
ductive power. Looking at the matter from
a debtor and creditor standpoint, it must be
recognised that with reduced wlorking hours
we shall go back and our deficit, instead of
being exchanged for an overflowing treas-
ury, as the Premier hopes in his optimism,
will continue to grow. In the interests,
therefore, of the State as a whole, we should
all use our best endeavours towards increas-
ing the production of the State, so as to
'bring Western Australia out of its present
unfortunate financial position. Otherwise
there, can be only one result, an in-
evitable resuit which will be disastrous
to every man in the country. We aUl want
to see Australia as a, whole become not only
a prosperous country hut a, populous coun-
try. Turning to the Governor's speech, I
see no suggestion for a remedy for the. pre-
sent state of affairs. Previously we had
been encouraged with a suggestion that
something would be done to increase pro-
duction and to inc~ease population. Mr.
Panton, Mr. Ewing, and other members have
drawn attention to the fact that there is a
hope of our getting our deficit reduced by
increased population. Many speeches have
been made in this direction, and at first
sight they are most encouraging. I myself
fell into the way of thinking on the same
lines. It was only on reflection I found that
probably I was wrong. The Speech states
that a vigorous policy of immigration has
been initiated. That is obviously fur the

0 purpose of increasing the population, with
the ultimate object of reducing our in-
debtedness. But we must see that it is
going to take a very long time indeed if
anything appreciable is to result from all
the population we can bring in by immigra-
tion, even with the aid of the natural increase.
Take our popnlation at 330,000, as it is at
present, and estimate how long it will take to
bring 330,000 immigrants here. If we can
get even 1,000 per month, that will mean
only 12,000 per annum; and members can
calculate bow long it will take at that rate
before we get 330,000. In the meantime oar
obligations would etill be increasing-not
lessening by any Means. So that the pros--
pect of reducing our State debt by means
of increased population is not so bright as
at first it seems. True, increased popula-
tion will be a help; but it will take too long

to accomplish that which we wish. If we
get in another 380,000 people we shall be
helping to reduce the debt by one-half. That
is not sufficient, and therefore we must find
some means whereby more can be done. 1
will leave that to the Government, because
I do not propose to go into the subject to-
night, However, I do agree with the policy
of the Government-I will say this much to-
night-in prosecuting a vigorous policy of
immigration. I recognise that population is
needed for many things-amongst them de-
fence, the development of our vacant lands,
the increase of oar productive power and
the consequent gradual reduction of our
debt. As regards the question of popula-
tion, I should like to draw attention to a
speech delivered by Mr. Knibbs, the Coin-
monwealthi Statistician, during June last year
in Sydney. The speech is decidedly illuniin-
ating, and I propose to read a short summary
of it, telegraphed here, which appeared- in
the "'West Australian" of the 6th June

In the course of an interesting address
at a luncheon held by the Million Club to
celebrate the attainment by the Common-
wealth of a population of five millions,
Mr. G. Hr. Knibbs, the Commonwealth
Statistician, said, ''If the population of
Australia continues to increase at the pre-
sent rate, there will be in the year 2,000
only 18,824,000 persons in the Common-
wealth. This statement should arrest the
attention of anyone who cares at all for
Australia's destiny. Momentous changes
are coming in the economic outlook of the
western races. It is self-evident that a
handful of five million, or one part in 340
parts of the wvorld's population, can not de-
termine the economic policy of the other
339 parts. However much -we may desire
in Australia to raise our social conditions
to a higher plane than has cha-racterised.
them in the past it would be national sui-
cide to forget that the only safe course
is the path of competency. The world's.
popu.lation of, say, 1,700,000,000 in 191.9,
at a rate of increase of only 1 per cent. per
annum, will have "increased two and a
quarter times when the year 2000 is
reached. Thus it will be 3,844,000,000. Our
little population of 18,000,000 will still be
a negligible quantity. Such a fact is a
very significant one, and shows the ne-
cessity for re-examining our position
among the nations. No one who has seen,
much of the world's activities can fail to
realise that for an insuilated country like
Australia there is great danger, a danger
of failing to attend to advance elsewhere,
a dauger of too readily -resting upon past
achievem ents."

That address is certainly a very clear warn-
ing for us, because it serves to emnphasise the
position whi~h we too often forget. We
think sometimes, interested as we are in our
own immediate affairs, that we are practic-
ally the huh of the universe, that we wield
a greater influence among the nations of
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the world than we actually do, that in fact,
from the achievements of our brave men
we are likely to do more than is really pos-
sible. But it has been recognised all1 through
that population is the bulwark of a nation,
and that in this vast territory of ours, so
empty as it is in many parts at present, we
have a great responsibility indeed, which
this wsarning by Mr. Knibbs may serve to
emphasize. It also helps to bring forward
something that was stated to-night, both by
Mr. Cuinningham and Mr. Ewing, as to the
goodwill which obviously is absent as be-
tween employer and employee. There is un-
fortunately a lack of .feilowship, of that
good spirit and understanding which every
right thinking citizen wishes to see. Un-
less we are a united community, bound by
greater ties than seemingly bind us now,
and unless we remove the feelings of es-
trangement and bitterness, we cannot
achieve that greatness which as a nation we
-should achieve, nor can we ever gain that
niational spirit and pride of country which
are among the finest possessions of man of
elder lands.

Hon. T. Moore: Do we possess them here!
Hon. J, NICHOLSON: We cannot unless

we have a greater feeling of fellowship and
goodwill. I venture to think that this can
be encouraged by sweeping away all the f eel-
lngs of suspicion which sometimes exist be-
tween the different sections of the conmmun-
ity. Selfishness may he a quality which has
engendered it in the past, but there is no
reason why it should continue in the future.
A fraternity ought to exist between mankind.
The more that is encouraged thle more surely
will our success be conifirmned. I often hope
to see the words of that great bard of my~
native land come true, "For man to man,
-the world o'er, shall brithers be and a' that.''7
They are prophetic words. If those who are
assisting in the great Labour movement of
this country will but co-operate to that end,
I venture to say that the grand spirit, the
-true national note which wbe wish to see
struck in Australia will be achieved in the
near future. In regard to the immigration
policy, assuming that we have a large inflow
of population, it must. be recognised that not
,all men- who come here are farmers, not all of
them wish to settle on the land. Some men
want to take up other callings. There is
nothing of a material nature being 'done to
-provide for those persons who are not suited
for settling on the land. In the past our
scheme of immigration has always aimed at
getting the immigrants to take up land,
whether they were suited for it or not. Of
late years there has been a closer examina-
tion into the farming, qualifications of in-
tending immnigrants. That is only right, be-
cause every failure re-acts upon our State;
-but nothing of a materially definite character
'has been established by the Government to
provide employment for those men who do
-not wish to go on the land. Population is
essential to us, whether the men are to go on
the land or to stay in the towns. At present
it is necessary that we should put every man

on the land and make of him a primary pro-
ducer.

Hon. G. J. G. W. "Miles: Quite right.
Hon. J, NICHOLSONX: Yes, quite right

so long as the man is suited to the tas] .
Hon. T. Moore: Where -are -you going to

get those mnen?
Hon1. J. NICHOLSON: I admnit the duffi-

culty. 'When we consider the enormous de-
mand being made in the Old Country for
men of agricultural training, where they are
extending farming in a way undreamt of
prior to the war, and where the. agents of
every other overseas dominion are seeking
to lure those men to their respective coun-
tries, it -might well be asked wbere are we
to get those men.

Ron. 3. W. Hickey: And where are you
to get the land?

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: Land should be
made available within easy reach of existing
railways. The Government should see that
suitable land is secured. I suggest existing
railways, because we have seen from the re-
ports of- the Commissioner of Railways that
there is a deficit of about £40,000 on the
workingr of the railways, in addition to which
the department baa to face a claim before
the Arbitration Court involving close upon
another half-million in increased wages. We
also know that because of the s~nrse popula-
tion many of the existing railways do net
pay. Our position here is opposite to that
which obtains in England, Scotland., and
many parts of the Continent, -where the popu-
lation is very dense. If our position were
reversed, if we, too, had a dense population
we should not be grumbling to-day, even at
having to pay another half-million in in-
creased wages to our railway service. Bat,
under existing circumstances, the Commis-
sioner of Railways has a very difficult task
indeed. It is onr duty to find land within
easy reach of existing railways, and the pol-
icy of the Government should be to refuse to
extend the railways until they can see that
the proposed new railways are likely to pay.
In the present circumstances, and having re-
gard to the condition of our finances, we are
not justified in extending the railways. In

*normal circumstances I would be one of the
strongest advocates of the extension of the
railway system and the opening up of our
lsnds, but not having the means at our com-
mand we are not justified in doing this at
the cost of making the burden greater and
greater for those who are ti come after-
wards. Let us rather make use of the lands
within easy reach of our existing railways.
1 remember some years ago discussing the
unoccupied lafids around Perth. I still have
the impression which I then gained as the
result of visiting -the hills. I suggest that
bola. members should take the first oppor-
tunity of visiting the hills and viewing from
a suitable elevation the vast territory lying
north and south of Perth and stretching
from the hills to the sea-coast. On a
clear day-, looking from the zig-zag rail-
way or any other point of vantage on the
hills, one cannot fail to be impressed with the
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enormous area of land surrounding our capi-
tal city which is unemployed, unutilised, and
lying almost in its virgin condition. There
is a cultivated spot here and there, which one
sees, like nan oasis in a vast desert, but there
must be hundreds and thousands of acres
lying both north and south which could be
utilised, and which would all help to bring
in revenue.

Hon. V. Haanersley: Have you tried them
yourself ?-

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: I must confess
that I have not dlone so, but I have tried the
bills. I suggest that it is not for me to say
what I should try or what the hon. member
should try, bat it is one of the things which
probably the Governmenit should try. These
areas should be experimented with by the
Government to show what they are capable
of doing. I believe in the development of
our lands sand of our country districts, as
well as in the development of the lands
around our cities. Although I happen to be
a metropolitan memuber my interests are not
confined to the metropolis. I have long re-
cognised that no country and no city can be
of any value unless its country lands arc de-
veloped. The city is dependent mightily
on the country, and the success of the one
reacts on the other. I therefore believe in
stimulating. in every way the industries of
our country as well a" the industries of our
metropolitan areas. In the metropolis we
should see secondary industries established.

Hon. T. Moore: Not only there, but in
our country towns too.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am talking of
towns generally. We want to see the centres
all busy in their various occupations. That
can only be brought about by the Govern-
ment carrying out some proper scheme and a
proper system which may achieve something
in that direction. I have alluded to these
lands in and around the city, as an instance.
I have not tried them myself, as an hon. mem-
ber has suggested, but I have tried some land
in the hills. But this land in the area to
which I have referred is land that is well
worthy of ain experiment. There are many
people who are prepared, I am sure, if pro-
perly encouraged, and if they have brought
before them the result of* tests or experiments
made by the Government in connection with
these lands, to see what they can do with
them. We have experimental farms in
certain areas. What is to hinder the Govern-
mient fromn establishing small experimental
plots in each centre on the lands I have men-
tioned, showing that this district is good for
this, and that district is good for that$ These
plots could be experimented with in different
kinds of things. The other day my attention
was drawn to the possibility of cotton grow-
ing in Western Australia. Some interviews,
I believe, took place between the Premier of
Queensland and sonme of the cotton mer-
chants in England, and questions were asked
as to what prices could be obtained so ais to
make cotton growing a profitable industry in
Queensland. The industry has been going to

a small extent in Queensland for about sixty
years. I will read to hon. members one or
two paragraphs from a pamphlet-The Trade
Promoter of Australia and New Zealand-T
have here dealing with the growing of Cot-
ton-

Cotton growing has for so long a period
mainly been restricted to countries in which
the only labour available has been the col-
oured element that it has become a fixed
impression that this class of worker is in-
dispensable to success in profitably raising
cotton. Queensland farmers have for the
paut sixty years raised the article and are
by this quite satisfied as to the ability of
the white man to 'produce high grade fibre
in competition with other countries. It is.
now a recognised fact that in the newer
developed cotton centres in the United
States such as Arizona and to some extent
Lower California, Oklahoma, and Texas,
the larger part of the cotton produced is
entirely grown by white labour. Factors,
such as obtain in Australia, cheap land and
transport, favourable seasonal and plimatie,
conditions more than compensate for the
absence of cheap labour. The first matter
of importance is to realise the vast e"tent
of territory in which the cotton plant
flourishes. It may be taken as an scer-
tamned fact that the whole region north of
the latitude of Brisbane about 27 degrees
will produce several qualities of Upland,
Sea Island, Egyptian, and Kidney varieties
of cotton. I have and am continually re-
ceiving examples of fibre fromn such places
as Victoria, Western Australia, New South
Wales, Northern Territory, and all parts of
Queensland (coastal and inland) conclus-
ively showing that the plant has a favour-
able habitat in all these regions.
Hon. J. Duffell: Who says thati
Hanm J. NICHOLSON: This is an inter-

esting article by Daniel Jones, an expert
ou cotton. 'Phis is the interesting point-

The labour aspect, contrary to popular
opinion, is a-lesser problem to the cotton
planter than it is usually surmised to be.
At ruling values every grower can mnake
a good living out of from ten to fifteen
acres of cotton and, if able to hustle,
should plant, till, and harvest this area
without outside as sistance if producing the
Upland variety. The ability to develop a
huge industry in Australia centres on the
immigration problem chiefly. The indus-
try is such as will make it easy and prac-
ticable. to settle inexperienced immigrants
on the laud.

A further article also mentions that Great
Britain utilises 85 per cent, of the cotton
brought from the United States-here we are
producing none-ad Great Britain annually
uses about four million . baln.s of cotton,
valued at present at about 150 million pounds.
This information is culled from an article
written in the "Daily Mail" of London, of
the 22nd January last. Hero is a mag-
nificent opportunity for the Government to
establish expe~imental plots throughout every
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district. All these areas ought to be tested
by the Government so as to show the people
that this land will grow a certain thing suc-
cessfully.

The Minister for Education: You would
'tot try down here, would you?

Ron. J. NICHOLSON. No. I should say
that experiments in cotton growing could be
made from a little south of Oeraldton north-
wards. If we could assure people that cer-
-an tings would grow in these ditricts,

an fwe could assure settlers that they
,could get a living on 25 or 50 acres instead
of 1,000 acres or more, they might be
attracted to such, lands. In that way they
would be able to establish small communities,
and many persons prefer small communities
to the wide-spread areas which exist to-day.
It would also help the scheme of immigra-
tion. Take, for example, some of these
estates, which it might be necessary to re-
sume, say, in or around Oeraldton, these
could be, cut up into 50-acre lots instead
cof being cut up as at present into blocks
of thousands of acres in extent.

Hon. E. Rose: What about the water diffi-
culty?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON'': The Uplands cot-
-ton, to which I have referred, is 'one of the
finest drought-resisting cottons known. With
the prices prevailing for cotton now, this
article shows that more than a handsome
'living could be made out of it, even, from
small areas. It is sufficient to arouse one '5
interest in the possibility having regard to
the scarcity of cotton and to the demand
which exists for it, and to the fact that Enig-
There ' starving for it but cannot produce it-

isre1 a possibility in front of us that
we may find, with the conmpetition of other
countries when war ceases- we shall not be
able to export our wheat at a living' price.
It is necessary f or us to look into the future.
Let us see what can be done to settle our
people on the land. Do not let us be carried
away by present high prices prevailing for
wheat, because they will not last for ever. It
is the incumbent duty of the Government to
see that 'something is done to provide against
that rainy day in store for us. The leader
of the Mouse states that nothing can be donedown here-in the South-West-in the
way of cotton growing. T quite agree
that we want the warmer latitnde that
is suggested in the extract I have read.
I 'have the greatest hope for the whole of
our lands south as well as north. It is only
encouragement that is needed to bring people
here, hut I do -not thinl'thnt encouragement
will continue so long as State enterprises are

'allowed to continue. With regard to land
south of the 27th latitude, there is a magnifi-
cent opportunity there, from what I2 have been
informed by men who are able to inform me,
for growing flax, for 'dairying and
various other things. We can utilise
vast areas of that country at a pro-
fitable rate and be able to export
larg'ely and also establish factories in on-
nection with the growing of flax. I think

I have said sufficient with regard to the
utilisation of the land, but I would like to
add a word on the subject of the absence
of factories and other such establishinents of
industry. We are strangely unfortulnte in
Western Australia in that respect. We do
not want to make any comments on the re-
sult of Federation but we have to admit that
we are dependent too largely on the Eastern
States and outside .sourcea for much of what
we need, and which we should row and
manufacture ourselves.

Hon. T. Moore. That is the fault of our
own mien in this, country. Federation - has
nothing to do with that.

Hon. J. NICHOL$ON: It has a great
deal to do with it, hut if we arc going to
carry on our immigration policy, that is, to
pursue a, vigorous policy of immigration, vve
must have hand in hand with that vigorous
policy some arrangement by which we can
employ the people when they arrive. If we can,
not give them employment in factories, that
is, those who do not wish to ge on the
land, the result will be that these people
will leave our shores and go to the Eastern
States. We will have gone to the expense
of bringing them here and our population
will not have increased except perhaps tem-
porarily during the short residence of those
people here. In that way they are of DO
lasting benefit to us. To retain those people
the Government must do that which is nieces-
sary to help establish secondary induatrics-
I1 read in the Speech that secondary indus-
tries are steadily expanding. It woeld be in-
terestin~g to have a record to show what those
industries are that are expanding. The com-
mwent is. the Speech goes on to say that the
Government -will continue to give to these in-
dustries every possible encouragement and
assistance in order that wider avenues of emt-
ployment may be afforded to the people and
additional sources of wealth may be ex-
ploited. These are very nice words indeed.
What provision is there beyond this pious
hope which we often see in, Governor 'a
Speeches but in a somewhat different forml
What provision beyond this has been. made,
for providing employment for those people
when they come here? I venture to say the
Government have done everything that is
likely to retard and not expand the de~elop-
inent of secondary industries due to the es-
tablishment and expansion of State enter-
prises.

Hon, T. Moore: It is a good job somne-
one started something.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It was ene of the
most unfortunate days for Western Avstra-
[in when' we started those State enterprises.
There are certain utilities and certain
schemes and services which properly should
be subject to Government control and owner-
ship-.hc 

r hyHon. T. Moore:Wheartey
Mon. 3. NICHOLSON: The hon. member

was given an instance this evening. Take
the railways which have been recognised as a
Government concern all through.
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Hon. T. Moore: The steamships also?
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The steamiships

under certain circumstances. I am inclined
to admit that there is great argument so far
as our circumstances are concerned in favour
of the Government owning a certain nuimber
of steamships to. provide a service for our
far distant ports. I recognise that the de-
velopment of our far northern ports, and the
land in the north, is not gointg to take place
without somec facilities. If we had railways
I would say do away with steamers, but un-
til the railways are established-and it will
be a long time before they are established-
I say provide these faciilities, Do not let the
people in those parts be isolated any- more
than is possible. State enterprise I regard
as a direct menace to private enterprise. We
have it mentioned to-night that the amount
invested in. these State enterprises is some-
thing just under two millions sterling, and
as Mr. Ewing stated it is possible, if we
examined closely into the accounts, we would
find that figure exceeded considerably.

The Minister for Education: No,
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I will take the

assurance of the leader of the House, bat
the sum is a very large one and if in place
of having to borrow this money and having
to pay interest at 6 % per cent.-

The Minister for Education: Most of it
was borrowed at much less than that. None
so high as six per cent.

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: Let us take the
average then at five per cent. That would
be equal to £Z100,000 per annum. The pro-
fit that is made as we have seen from the
balance sheets is neither here nor there.
In many cases it is a loss in connection
*ith the enterprises. Even in these concerns
where a profit is shown, we take into ac-
count, as a proper actuary would do, the
full percentage which is usually allowed for
depreciation and all the other deductions.

The Minister for Education. They are in-
cluded.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Depreciation I
understand has not been written down to
the full extent.

Hon. 3. Duffell: You would suggest 70
per enrt.!

Hon- J. NICHOLSON: In some caes
mjore, but 10 per cent, would be required on
plant and machinery. If we took that into
account, we would find that some of these
concerns would not show the profit' they
are credited with in the books. Would not
the country he better off hy passing out en-
tirely these State enterprises? Wby should
the State compete with its own texpayers?
It is not right as Mr. Ewing pointed out to-
night. The principle is wrong and every
right thinking man will admit it is wrong,
and a thing that is wrong in principle is
never beneficial either for the country or for
its people. Whilst we may gloat over a
small profit for the time being, that
profit is nothing as compared with the
harm and injury done to the country.

State enterprises prevent that which we
arc starving for, the introduction Of capi-
ta] for the development of our great
resources and the opening up of our land.
We must have the benefit of capital to Open
up our lands and the country, but we can
never get secondary industries established so
long as we have a Government here carrying
on State enterprises. If an industry be es-
tablishied here, the man who embarks and
puts his money in it does not know at what
mioment he will have the Government in as
his competitor. The Government occupy a
very envious position, in that they can make
a loss and the taxpayer has to pay humbly
and blindly, whereas if a l usiuess is left for
development by private enterprise, the loss is
not that of the taxpayer, it is the loss of the
man who embarks in it with his eyes open.
Under these circumstances we are doing
wrong to continue State enterprises for onet
moment beyond the timie that is necessary.
The Government should have taken an early
Opportunity to try to realise these invest-
ments, and hy getting the capital back they
would have been able to reduce the State's.
indebtedness. What I would commend to
them is that if they want to pursue a wise
poiiay, one which would bring far more to
the State than the few pounds of profit that
may be shown in the books, they should suh-
sidise the establishment of industries here.

The Minister for Education: We are do-
ing thiat.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I admit it is be-
ing done to a certain extent, but it is no use
in making anl offer to subsidise, and then on
the other hand establish or continue a State
enterprise. The only enterprises we can get
the people to take up will be of a small'
character which will never rise to anything-
or be sufficient to absorb only a small
number of the 'population we may want
to bring here. We want to see estab-
lished. here all those industries which will
give employment to a big number of people.
If we are going to pursue a vigorous policy
of immigration, we must pursue also the
vigorous policy of establishing industries:
which will absorb the immigrants who may
conic here. There is only one other comment
which I propose to make to-night and it is.
to express my appreciation of the Govern-
ment in connection with a Bill which they
propose to introduce to assist the munici-
pality of Perth to deal with its endowment.
lands. This IBil which is sought by the city
of Perth is a good example of wise enter-
prise, and of an attempt to develop those.
lands of which there is such a wide area.
lying undeveloped and nnutilised at the pre-
sent time. I am glad to see that some effort-
to utilise them is about to be made by the.
city of Perth by means of this Bill. At the
present time the city is quite unable, under-
the Miunicipalities Act, to carry oat the works
which are essential in connection with this
land. I amn sure that wherever any person or
corporate body shows that admii-able spirit-
of seeking to develop and open up its lands,
the greatest encouragement should be given
to that person or body. I hope that the ex.
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ample set by the opening up of these par-
ticular lands near to the coast will react in
some measure on other lands both north and
south, and render it possible for people to
judge of the utility and possibilities Of tMose
areas which, at the present time, are unoccu-
pied. I think there is a future for much of
that land which at present is lying unused.
I can only reiterate what I have said in re-
gard to my desire generally to see the State
prosper.. I can oall hope that the coming
year wvill show that the policy which has been
suggested in various departments by the Gov-
ernment will be crowned with every success.
After the criticisms I have offered in a per-
fectly friendly spirit and for the general
good, it is my intention to support the mo-
tion.

Hon. E. ROSE (South-West) '[9.3]: It is
not my intention to dwell at any length on
what other members have touched upon. My
memory is not good enough to carry me back
-the distance which some members have tra-
versed during the course of this debate. Sonic
members have soughit to carry our minds
back almost to the time of Moses in the
bullrushes. That is too far back for me to
ponder over or to revert to for criticism
which would be of benefit to the Rouse. It
is our duty to do all we can to assist the
Government with regard to the finances which
have been drifting so much to the bad in
the last few years. I regret very much that
-the deficit continues to amount up and hope
that presently the upward tendency will be
arrested. There are many causes for the
deficit, one of which has not been touched
upon by members so far, namely, that so
many loans have been floated by the Com-
monwealth, thus taking capital away from
Western Australia. At the present time
'Western Australia is being called upon to
raise a loan of one million pounds, which
money will go out of the State and will not
benefit us in any way whatevi, We shall
not get any taxation from that money and
therefore the Government wilt not-receive any
of the revenue to which they should be en-
titled. Regarding the Governor 's Speech," we
read that the development of the north-

-western and far northern parts of the State
'Is receiving attention. I congratulate Mr.
Miles on the way he has tackled this ques-
tion, and on having spent so much time and
money to urge the claims of this portion of
the State. I congratulate the Govermnent
on at last recognising that the North is
worthy of that attention -which they are
paying to it. The leader of the House,
after visiting the Far North, must have come
to the conclusion that what we have been
trying to drill into the minds of people down
here for so many years is true. We have
tried for years past to explain to them that
in the Far North we have one of the richest
countries in the world, if it were only pro-
perly developed. But until recently little
notice has been taken of our assertions. If
the Minister had happened to be in Kim-
-bc-rleyr country when it was first opened up, be

would have bad some cause for stating that
there were not the facilities that should be
provided to assist in the development of that
country. I am one of the pioneers of the
North-West who had to slave on the marsh
at Derby before there was any jetty, carrying
bags of flour onl my back and rolling bales of
wool on planks for 24 hours at a stretch-
there was no eight hours of work in those
days. These are a few of the difficulties
we had to contend with in the early days.
The Kimnberley country was opened up in 1882
and not until nearly 40 years afterwards have
the Governmnent recognised that we have there
one of the finest districts which should re-
ceive attention. I am, pleased that Mr. Miles
has succeeded in drawing the attention, not
only of the Westera Australian Government
-but of the Commnonwealth, to the fact that
that country is worth developing. I hope
it will not res# there, but that the Govern-
ment will show in a practical way that they
are prepared to assist in its development.
Air. Nicholson quoted a paragraph relating to
cotton growing. We know that cotton can
he grown in the North-West, but it cannot
possibly be grown profitably unless cheaper
labour is available. Cheaper labour, as Mr.
Miles has pointed out times out of number,
is necessary to make the North the paradise
which it should be. The finances of the State
are going, back every day. WhyI One
reason is because in this vast territory-our
State is the largest of any in the Common-
wealth-it costs double or -treble for govern-
mental purposes what it costs other States.
But if we had an adequate population i the
North, we would be deriving more revenue
than we are and would be able successfully
to finance the State. In the North we have
good pastoral land, and we have land which
will grow tropical fruits to perfection if
only we can get the requisite cheaper labour.
The mineral wealtif of the North is unknown.
Only one or two centres have been
developed at all. If cheaper labour
were available, we would have thousands
and thousands of men in that Country pro-
ducing minerals of all descriptions. With
reference to the iron deposit, I agree with
my colleague that we should deal with that
ourselves and should not allow it to go out
of the State. If the Queensland Govern-
meat can send their coal to the North and
take our iron, why could not we do like-
wisp? We have coal at Collie, and surely
if it will pay the Queensland Government to
export their coal, it would pay us just as
well to bring the iron down to Collie or
Bunbury, whichever is the better Centre, to
treat it. Why should we send our mineral
wealth to another state to be treated? We
have here men capable of carrying out the
necessary work and all they need is an Op-
portunity to do so. I do not wish to dwell
on the North to any great extent because I
know Mr. Miles has drilled well into the
minds of members, both inside of this House
and outside, what that part of the State is
capable of achieving. I assure the leader
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of the House that I appreciated the remarks
he made after returning from his visit to
the North-West, and I am sure that mem-
bers representing that part of the State also
appreciated them. I thank the ?Minister for
the interest he has taken in the North-West
and in the pioneers up there. Coming fur-
ther south, members could not fail to be
struck with the remarks of Mr. Nicholson
regarding the South-West and its land. No
doubt we have sufficient land adjacent to
our railways to carry thousands of people,
land which is not being utilised at the pre-
sent time. In yesterday morning's paper
there was an article setting forth that the
Government have found a new territory in
the Peel estarte. Ever since I have been in
the H-ouse, I have tried to impress upon the
present leader of the House, and also his
predecessor, the necessity for opening up
the land from Fremantle to Bunbury and
even down to Busselton. In that part of the
State we have thousands of acres of land
capable of closer settlement, land which will
produce everything we in Western ' Australia
require. When we consider that we are im-porting every year thousands and thousands
of pourds' worth of produce, which we
sbould be producing here, and which we can
and will produce here in the course of time,
I would remind members that here is an-
other opportunity to arrest the growing
deficit and assist the finances of the State.
In opening up this country for closer settle-
moent, I consider -that the betterment system
.should be introduced. Where railways have
been constructed by the Government, the
owners of the land benefited should pay
something in respect of the increased value
given to their land, because in dozens of
cases such land has advanced in value by
100, 200, and even 300 per cent. Yet in the
past the Government have derived no beine-
fit from this added value. I have said be-
fore in this House that we should amend
our Land Act somewhat on the lines of the
New Zealand Act. In New Zealand I be-
lieve it is the law that if the Government
-require land for closer settlement purposes
they have power to resume it at the valua-
tion returned for taxation purpose;, plus 10
per cent. It should be possible to resume
for closer settlement any land which is
not being utilised- This is more than ever
necessary at the present time when we have
so many mnen settling on the land and .talk-
ing of pushing out into some almost un-
known regions. This land between Perth
and Russelton should be settled first of all.
The Government will have to go in. for a
systematic drainage scheme. It will be of
no use half doing the job. The drainage
moust be done thoroughly- The betterment
system should be applied to the drainage
scheme as well as to the railways. In the
past drains have bean put down but they
have -proved to be most -unsatisfactory.
What we require is an engineer, who thor-
oughly understands drainage work, to go
right through that country and recommend

what had best be done there. Between
Perth and Busselton there are thousands of
acres of wet, swampy land which, if drained,
would be capable of carrying thousands of
farmers. We have only to look at the little
settlements like Harvey, Roeland, Burrekup,
and Waterloo, which until recently were
occupied by three or four people. fifteen
or 20 years ago Hlarvey -was owned by one
man; to-day between .150 and 200 families
are settled on the same land. Burrblcup was
ownled by the late Mr. Vena and there are
now~ 100 families living on that estate. One,
block was sold the other day for £50 an
acre, and it was bought by a man who was
born in the district and who knows the
v'alue of the land. If the land
is drained 'or served by railways, the
betterment tax should be imposed, so
that the land owners who benefit from
these works shall pay something to,
the State for the expenditure involved.
We have the same class of land right through
to Busselton and on to the Margaret River-
some of the finest land to he found, on 10 or
20 acres of which a living can be made. It is
well worth the Government's while to see if
they cannot construct a light line of railway
through that land, as the late Lord Forrest
advocated many times. The land is capable
of producing all the butter and dairy produce
we require in Western Australia, and a sur-
plus for export in addition. Mr. Nicholson
says that we cannot get quickly enough the
people necessary to reduce the deficit But
I say that if this land is opened up and sec-
ondary industries sire developed, we shall in
five or six years find our population inceaes-
ing by leaps and bounds. The secondary in-
dustries should be going at the same time as
the primary industries, because the former
ought to work. hand in hand with the latter.
We have, coming now, thousands of men who
arc not suitable to go on the lend, who are
not cut out, for farmers, but who would be
first class hands in the secondary industries.
I do not agree with hon. members who say
that we should have secondary industries in
the city. We have had too much centralisa-
tion already. Secondary industries should be
started in the country-at Collie, for in-
stance, where coal-is available for the indus-
tries, and also water. These industries should
be conducted on the co-operative principle,
and that would be one means of bringing
Population to 'Western Australia and so re-
ducing the indebtedness. Collie coal, as Mr.
Ewing pointed out, has been for the last five
years the mainstay of Weslern Australia.
Had we not had Collie Ceal, where wouid our
railways and factories have been while coal
was bringing enormous prices all over the
world? It is a regrettable fact that Collie
coal has been run down by the Govern.
meet, who have condemned it for the rail-
ways. However, when it was not possible to
get coal from overseas, the Government used.
Collie coal for the railways. With our coal
and mineral wealth and timber andl wool we
should ertainly increase our population by
immigration wore than 1,000 per month. I
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am glad to see from the Governor's Speech
that so much has been done for soldier settle-
inent-

Good progress is being made in the work
of settling returned soldiers upon the land.
The quota originally allotted to Western
Australia was 1,650, but already upwards
of 5,500 applications have been received.
Of these over 3,000 men have been settled,
whilst the balance-as they are approved
by the Board-are being accommodated
with land at the rate of about fifty per
week. The advances made under the pro-
visions of the Act passed by Parliament
are proving adequate, and 'the returned sol-
diers are applying themselves to this new
enterprise with the vigour and determina-
tion that distinguished :thein in -warfare.
Arrangements have been completed with
the Commonwealth Government whereby
provision an be miade for an unlimited
number of returned soldiers who may be
desirous of settling on the land.

I think the Government deserve great credit
for settling so many soldiers in the short
space of timne the present Administration has
been at the head of affairs. It is only 12
or 18 months since the Mitchell Government
took office. At that time the settlement of
1,000 soldiers on the land in 12 months was
thought to be very good work indeed. But
the figures I have quoted show what can be
done by a mail of experience. The Premier
deserves great credit for his efforts. No one
knows the country better than Mr. Mitchell
does, or is more anxious for its development.
Ha knows the State north and south and east
and west, is a practical farmer, and knows
what men can do and what laind can produce.
I hope and trust that the present Premier will
long remain at the head of affairs, with his
colleagues, to continue their present work.
We all regret that the deficit has not stopped,
but taking into consideration the industrial
unrest there has been I think the Govern-
ment have done very well to keep the deficit
down as much as they did. With regard to
the South-West, we have great cause for
complaints in some respects, not against the
present Government but against past Govern-
ments. Money expanded on drainage anid ir-
rigation 'schemes has certainly not been
spent to advantage. Who is to blame I
do not know, but the officers responsible
should have been hauled over the coals.
The Harvey irrigation scheme is not a suc-
cess by any means. The settlers there have
been given merely an open drain, which is
far from being efficient, by reason of seep-
age and waste of water. The Harvey weir
should be taken over as a national concern,
and the Harvey settlers should not be asked
to pay sinking fund on it at all. This was
the first scheme of its kind in Western Aus-
tralia.- While the webr itself is a success,
the channels are not. Moreover. noxious
weeds are carried through theorchards by
the charrels and these weeds will pirove very
difficult, to eradicate. The Brunswick State
far"' is anu enple of the danour of open
chanre's in this respect. At the Capel a

drainage scheme was put in, and land was
sold with the promise of a really good drain-
age system. But the system has been found
useless: at times the whole of that country
becomes flooded, and there is not sufficient
outlet to carry the water off. The engineers
responsible for the system, whoever they

w'ere, should be taken to task for recommend-
ing the work that has been carried out. The.
Collie wvater supply scheme was installed a
couple of years ago, with what resultl Last
summer there was not a drop of water to
supply the town. There were millions upon
millions of gallons of water in the pools of
the river, enough to supply all Western Aus-
tralia, but the town of Collie was waterless.-
That water will have to be tapped in time.
There are pols in the Collie river deep enough
to float the ''IGreat Eastern.''I If it had not
been for the agitation of the South-Western
residents there would have been wharves
alongside the Buabury breakwater. The
residents could see what was coming. They
almost rammed it down the throat of the
Engineer-in-Chief when lhe visited Bunbury
that the silting was so great that some nca-
mires must be taken to counteract it. They
urged on him that it was almost impossible
to put the wharves on the breakwater, slid
that it would be necessary to extend the jetty.
Bunbury has no cool storage facilities, as it
should have them, close to the shipping.
N~eithier has it any means of shipping wheat
except in the old-fashioned way, and the
present jetty will never be suitable for the
installation of big siOse. Bunbury shonld in
time become a very large port for the ship-
ping of wheat ad also fruit. At present
the fruitgrowers in the district surrounding
Bunibury have to rail their fruit to Fre-
mantle, an extra distance of 120 miles. The
conference which is held annually in Bunbury
has for the last four or five years maide it a
practice to dwell at length on the necessity
for prvding suitable shipping accommoda-
tion at that port. There is plenty of water,
and I think undoubtedly it is the Govern-
,nent 's duty to do everything possible to en-
courage the producers. It is a shame that
the people who are pioneering should be com-
pelled to pay extra railage on their produce.
As regards railway rates, we should go in
for what is known as the zone system. After
100 miles the railage should be much less
than it is now. By that means it would be
found possible to induce more people to
settle on the land. The South-West is trying
to produce quite a number of things, and I
believe it will not be long before Western
Australia Will have the population that we
hope to see. The South-Western road boards
have for some time been agitating that the
Railway Commissioner should carry over his
lines the necessary material for making roads.
There is no road-making material available in
the district; it has to be brought over a dis-
tances of miles: and the cost of carting it by
teams is enormous. The Commissioner bas
nromised to transport that material, and the
advantage of the lower cost of conveyance
will prove beneficial not only to the
settlers but also to the Railway Department;
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as it should be part of railway policy to see
that produce is brought to the railway line
at the Cheapest possible cost. I hope the
Govcrnne~it wvill continue in offie so that
they may carry out the policy enunciated in
the Governor 'a Speech. In my opinion that
policy is entirely for the good of the coun-
try, and if in three or four years the deficit
is not reduced considerably I shall be sur-
prised.

lHon. E. Mi. CLARKE (South-West) [9.29]:
In speaking on the Address-in-reply, the first
thing 1: have to say is that I am an ardent
supporter of the Mitchell Government. it
may be contended that, Mr. Mitchell being
a Bunbury boy, the lBunburyites on that ac-
count regard. him as a wonderful Premier.
But let it be borne in mind that Bunbury
has produced two Premiers.

lIon. J. Nicholson: Three Premiers.
Hon. E.i M. CLARKE: That is so.
Hon. J. Duffell: Remember, it is the

birthplace.
IHon. E. M. CLARKE: A gentleman once

said to me that I donsidered Bunbury to be
the hub of the universe. I told him that I did
not think Bunbury was the hub of the uni-
verse, but the universe itself. The Mitchell
Government have promised to build two rail-
ways which were promised many years ago-
the Esperanto railway, and the railway from
flusselton to Margaret River. They are going
on with those works as soon as they can.
Mr. Mitchell, although not a brilliant speaker,
is a thinker and a worker, and should re-
ceive wide-spread support. I have heard
Labour members slating Mr. Mitchell, but
only in good humour, and I am convinced
that they admire Mr. Mitchell. for the way
in which he is carrying on the affairs of the
State. Mr. Mitchell is keenly alive to all the
possibilities of the State. I will admit that,
years ago, when he was putting men far out
on the wheat belt, I did not quite approve
of his policy. However, those men have made
good out there, and the quantity of wheat
that has been and will be shipped from the
wheat belt is very considerable. The credit
for all this lies with Mr. Mitchell. Mr. Can-
ingham said he was not quite satisfied with
the Arbitration Act. I never had much faith
in that Act, partly for the reason that it was
unthinkable that the employer should be
punished while the worker went scot-free.
The Act should be amended by the elimina-
tion of the penal section. We have to bear in
mind that men are but human, and naturally
want the best they can get. We hear a great
deal about the cost of living, and no doubt
the way that many people are living is costly.
It does Dot matter what wages are being
paid, the wage-earners will spend themr, and
to a large extent needlessly. Consider all the
picture shows we have. Are they essential
to lifet Look at the thousands of pounds
spent on that class of useless entertainment.
Not only do the Labour men demand these
things, but the major portion of the com-
munity spend money needlessly. I hare con-

fidence in Western Australia. - Consider the
commodities we produce, not only for our
own wants but in most instances for export
also: wheat, fruit, meat, butter, wool, eoal,
timber, and leathcr. There are a few things
which we should be manufacturing. It may
be asked what is the reason why they are not
manufactured in Western Australia. When
in the Old Country I suggested to some of the
factory people that they should come out
here and start factories. The wages question
and the question of strikes were put forward
at once. The great stumbling block is this
incessant industrial un-est. With arbitra-
tion an admitted failure, we should have a

- round table talk between the employers and
the employees to see whether they could not
arrive at some conclusion satisfactory to both.
At one time the Labour organisations would
not allow contract work. I remember getting
up very early one morning and going out
Roelands way. There were some fellows be-
fore mec on the road, with something on their
shoulders. It was not yet six o'clock in the
morning. These fellows, I learned, were
potato diggers on contract work. They would
be at their work before six o'clock, and would
keep on until late in the evening. They were
earning up to 30s. a day. More power to~
them! We want more of that sort of thing.
A man should be paid for the work that he
does. Then let him do as much as he likes.
The fact of the matter is that the dealer
does not consider so much what he gets on
one article as, what he gets on his turnover.
The Labour organisations, too, should under-
stand that it is not so much what they get per
hour as what they get on their turnover. I
fail to see why, if a man can earn 80s. a day
potato digging, he is not doing a fair thing
to himself and to the employer also. What
I object to is the slowing down. The em-
ployer cannot do without the employee, any
more than can the employee do without the
employer. We must go in for increased pro-
duction. I am convinced that if we could
get the employer and employee together both
would be satisfied. Among the Labour organi-
sations are some shrewd men. I should like
to have a talk with some of the leaders. We
must have unity. The two classes miust work
together. Take a sheep owner who shears
his sheep. The fleece is sold possibly to a
firm in Australia who re-sell it to an English
firm, who sell it to a French firm who menu-
facture it into the best of cashmaeres and re-
sell it to the British firm who in turn sell it to
an Australian firm who then sells it possibly
to the original grower. Why cannot we set to
work and manufacture all the raw materials
which we produce, manufacture them for our
own use, instead of sending them to the
.Old Country to be manufacturedt I should
be only too happy to do anything I could to
bring about a better feeling between em-
ployer and employee. The one cannot get on
without the other. What to my mind is
absolutely essential is the unity of- brains,
capital, and muscle. Without such unity we
can do nothing. I hope in the near future
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the Labour organisations and the employers
will meet together and bring about suck a
state of affairs that Western Australia will
become one of the most wealthy countries on
the face of the earth.

On motion by Hon. 0. J. 0. W. Miles
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.40 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION-ASOLDIER SETTLERS,
CLEARING OPERATIONS.

Mr. STUBEBS asked the Premier: 1, Is be
aware that many returned soldiers settled
east of the Great Southern Railway, in the Lake
Grace-Kuhn area, are experiencing great diffi-
culty in their clearing operations -owing to
the absence of suitable machinery!1 2, If so,
would it not be possible for the Government
to procure traction engines and rolling Plant,
to be hired to these settlers at ar reasonable
renjal, in order to assist-them in their op-
erations!

The PREMIER replied: 1, No, except for
difficulty in securing labour. 2, No. The
Department 's policy is to encourage the clear-
leg of forest land in preference to scrub
Country.

QUESTION-MINISTERS? TRA-VELLING
EXPENSES.

Mr. GREEN asked the Premier: What
have been the travelling expenses f or ach
Minister and each Honorary Minister for the

year ended the 30th of June, 1 20-(a)
Amount of expenditure incurred by each Min-
ister named? (b) Details of expenditure in-
curred?

The PREMIER replied: This in-formation
will take some time to compile, but a return
will be prepared and laid upon the Table of
the House,

QUESTION-CHILD IMMIGRATION.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN (for Mr. Munsie) asked

-the Colonial Seeretary-. 1, How many children
is Mr. Fairbridge preparing to bring from
England7 2, What is their average age? 3,
What assistance, if any, a-re the Government
granting in fares and maintenance!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
200. 2, From eight to Dine years. 3, Fare,
£0 per child for 150 children and mainten-
anTce at the rate of 4s. per day.

Q'UESTiUON-LOYAL CITIZENS'
MEETING.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Minister f or
Mnes: I. Is it the intention of the Police De-

partment to proceed with the proseention of
those persons whose names were taken by the
police for their disgraceful conduct at a meet-
lug of loyal citizens, held in the Queen's
Hall on the afternoon of Sunday, 22nd Aug-
ust? 2, If not, why not!

The MINISTER VOR MINESB replied:. 1,
The matter has been referred to the Crown
Law Department. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-WHEAT, AUSTRALIAN
CONSUMPTION.

Mr. .FOLEY asked the Premier: 1, Has
his attention been drawn to the following
extract from the Commonwealth Debates of
the 4th August, 19201-

Whleat Poo.-Allotment for Austrnlian
Consumption. Senator Wilson asked the
Vice-President of the Executive Council,
upon notice: 1, Was a contract entered-
into with the wheat pools for wheat for
home consumptiong 2,~ How was the pur-
chased wheat allotted to the States! 3,
What date was the contract entered into?
4, Who signed the agreement, and on whose
behalf? Senator Russell. The answers
are: 1, 2, and 3, On and prior to 21st
November, 1919, certain mills in Queens-
land, and also the Governments of the
States of Tasmania and New South Wales,
made application to the Australian Wheat
Board for supplies of wheat for flour for
local consumption; and, in the case of New
South Wales, for certain limited export.
The Board decided that the application
should, on certain conditions, be acceded
to, and that the Government constituents
of the Hoard should be invited to -reserve
the necessary supplies at the $price for the
time being determined as the price for


